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The popularity of “the devil” in our culture rises and wanes with marketing and
Hollywood. Currently, the Netflix show Lucifer paints the devil as a worldly, selfabsorbed, and yet somehow charming police consultant. Back in the day, Hormel
turned the shadowy figure into a red-tailed caricature for their Deviled Ham. And the
comedian Flip Wilson assured us that “The devil made me do it.” Of course, there’s the
other side of the devil in movies like The Exorcism of Emily Rose and Legend where
Satan is pretty scary and a lot creepy. But a real devil? That seems just so … childish.
Unless, of course, it isn’t. What If … Jesus really meant what he said about the
demonic?
Matthew 10:5–8
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☐ I will “Armor Up” with regular spiritual disciplines
☐ I will explore my role with Celebrate Recovery
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This Week: There is a story about Smith Wigglesworth, a British evangelist,
who had gone to bed exhausted after a particularly long evangelistic meeting.
He was suddenly awoken by his bed shaking and when he opened his eyes,
Satan – or one of his minions – was at the foot of his bed. Smith glared at the
figure, mumbled, “Oh, it’s only you,” and then rolled over to go back to sleep.
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Below are the primary words and examples of how Jesus approached the
demonic. From what you’ll read, you’ll see that not only was Jesus not afraid
of Satan and his minions, he viewed them more as an annoyance. There’s
something there for all of us to learn.
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1. Jesus believed that Satan and his minions were real (Read Mark 1:12–13)
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2. He presumed they sometimes caused illness or other physical
manifestations (Matthew 12:22; Luke 13:10–16)
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Next Week: What If … Jesus really meant what he said about the Second
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