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First, take notice of the name of the treatise in question. There is no “s” in the book of the
Revelation. You might consider this odd, given that the book is filled with a series of revelations
given to John, the author of the Revelation, but I suspect he would argue and say that this book
is but one revelation that began and ended on some day or series of days while he resided on
an island called Patmos.
With that said, let me introduce this study that you are about to engage.
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I. Revelation: An Introduction
A: Authorship
a. The Apostle John

b. John the Seer of Ephesus

B. Date
a. Following Nero’s reign (ca 68)

b. At the end of Domitian’s reign (ca 95)

C. Genre
a. An apocalypse1 (1:1)
Characteristics of apocalyptic literature:
i.

Pessimistic view of current culture

ii.

Two ages: Current and Coming

iii.

Mystery and secrecy

iv.

Borrowed material from other sources

v.

Good vs Evil … and good prevails

b. A prophecy (1:1)

1

MacGorman, 341–2.
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An epistle (1:4)

D. Canonicity
a. Early citations
i.
Justin Martyr … “John, one of the apostles of Christ, prophesied in a
Revelation made to him that they who have believed our Christ will spend
a thousand years in Jerusalem” (ca 155).
ii.
Melito, Bishop of Sardis wrote a treatise on the Revelation (ca 165).
b. Listed in the Muratorian Canon (ca 200).
c. Seriously questioned by Dionysius, based on authorship, in the fourth century
and left out of many canon lists.
d. Accepted as canonical by Athanasius in his festal letter of 367 which likely
carried the day,
E. Basic Structure2
a. Prologue (1:1–8)
b. Introductory Vision (1:9–20)
c. Letters to the Churches (2:1 – 3:22)
d. The Vision of Heaven (4:1 – 5:14)
e. Seven Seals (6:1 – 8:5)
f. Seven Trumpets (8:6 – 11:19)
g. Conflict Between Evil and the Church (12:1 – 14:20)
h. Seven Bowls of Wrath (15:1 – 16:21)
i. Reign and Ruin of the City of the Antichrist (17:1 – 19:10)
j. The Triumph of Christ and the City of God (19:11 – 22:5)
k. Epilogue (22:6–21)

2

Adapted from Beasley-Murray, 32.
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F. The Structural Problem
a. Three consecutive events

b. One event, three viewpoints?

II. Prologue: Rev 1:1–8
A. Greeting and Title (a very long title) vs 1–3
– The longest epistle (letter) in the New Testament
– The letter is not from Paul or from John … it is literally a letter from heaven (Michaels)
a. Apocalypse … the only time the word is used in Revelation
i.
Literally means to un-veil, to uncover
ii.
Un-veiling is used throughout the New Testament (the unveiling of Jesus,
God’s will, God’s power and holiness, and God’s truth) (Barclay)

b. John is communicating in writing what he has seen and heard … a poor medium
to express something that is meant to appeal to our imagination and emotions
rather than to our logic (Rowand).

c. 1–3 is John’s confession that the Revelation was revealed to him, he didn’t just
make it up

d. Prophesy … what must soon take place (see also v 19)
i.
Two key words: Must … history has a purpose determined by God
ii.
Soon … imminent to the original readers, not a roadmap of history
(Barclay)
1. These verses discourage “futurists” who try to apply the imagery
to some future events
2. Early church believed the “Christian Age” was the beginning of the
“last days” (see Acts 2:16f and 3:24)
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3. Soon refers to the end of the world … we must live “as if” that end
is right before us … to live as if every moment is our last
(Michaels)

e. Note the sequence of transmission:
i.
From the word of God (God himself)
ii.
To Jesus Christ who …
iii.
Sent an angel to …
1. An unnamed angel
2. This angel-guide will stay with John through the vision to 22:11
3. The first of a number of angels in the visions
iv.
John who “testifies” (legal term) the revelation with …
v.
The intended recipients: God’s servants (doulos, slave)

f.

Two blessings
i.
First of seven Blessed are … statements – 14:13; 16:15; 19:9, 20:6; 22:7,
14 (Easely)
ii.
Blessed are those who read the words aloud (the preacher)
iii.
Blessed those who hear the words and take them to heart, that is “keeps
them,” or who is obedient because of them
iv.
There is no blessings for those who just hear but do not obey

B. Salutations vs 4–8
a. To seven churches in Asia
i.

!"#$%&%'()%*+,'#,),'-%./'%'()%0+1$,%2)3#+,

ii.

Listed in sequential order beginning with Ephesus then north and east
and ending with Laodicea
1. Probably the order a traveling preacher would visit them in
iii.
Why seven churches?
1. There were more than seven churches in the province
2. Seven may represent completeness or indicate the letter is to “All”
the churches
b. The Greeting (4–6)
i.
Atypical greeting
1. Grace and peace is typical
2. The “author” of the grace and peace is atypical
a. God … who is, was, and is to come
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b. Seven spirits … reference to Isaiah 11:2
– the first of many uncited references
c. Jesus
i.
Witness
ii.
Firstborn from the dead
iii.
Ruler on earth

ii.

Doxology 1:5b – 8
1. 1:5b–6 The ascription and why Jesus is worthy of a doxology
a. To Jesus as Savior
b. To Jesus who makes us to be a kingdom (Exodus 19:6)
i.
The kingdom of God?
ii.
The church?

c. To Jesus as the High Priest who names us as priests
(Exodus 19:6)
i.
Priests that serve God … note that’s the point to
our priesthood – to serve “his” God and Father

d. 6b – The “toast” or doxology to Jesus “To him be the
power and the glory forever and ever”
i.
Note the similarity to the traditional Lord’s Prayer
ii.
KJV includes the doxology to the prayer – from a
manuscript that was not as ancient as they
supposed

2. 1:7 Litany of scripture
a. “Look, he is coming in the clouds” (Daniel 7:13)
b. “Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”
(Zechariah 12:10 … expanded from just the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to the whole world)
c. And all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him”
(Zechariah 12:10 … again, expanded)

3. First of three omni–statements: God’s self-revelation formulae
a. Alpha and Omega: The first and last letters of Greek
Alphabet, that is, the end all, be all – the omnipresence of
God
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b. Who is, was, and is to come: Preeminence of God who is
beyond time constraints – the omniscience of God

c. The Almighty: the omnipotence of God

III. Introductory Vision: Rev 1:9–20
A. John’s Self Identification (9a)
a. Names himself … something very not John-like!
b. Brother
c. Identifies with the seven churches (also suffering persecution)
– It’s difficult to accept “preaching” from someone reposed in comfort (Barclay)
i.
Companion in suffering
1. Literally “pressure”
ii.
Companion in kingdom
iii.
Companion in patient endurance

B. John’s Exile (9b)
a. Isle of Patmos
i.
Banished during Domitian’s reign and there until his death (~AD 94–96)
ii.
Port between Rome and Ephesus
iii.
Tradition suggests John wrote the book from a cave that overlooked the
sea
1. The word sea occurs in the book no less than 25 times
b. Banished because he was a leader of The Way, the Christian movement that
was outlawed “because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (1:9)

C. The Vision Begins (10)
a. On the Lord’s day (as opposed to the Sabbath)
i.
Earliest reference to The Lord’s Day in Christian records
ii.
Only used in scripture this one time
b. In the Spirit (Ezekiel 3:12)
i.
Phrase used three times to describe the Holy Spirit’s actions in bringing
the vision
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ii.
Term for prayer
iii.
Term for ecstatic experience
c. John hears a voice like a trumpet
i.
Similar to the Israelite experience of Mount Sinaii (Exodus 19:16)
ii.
Probably meaning either “loud like a trumpet” or a “call to duty”

D. The Message of the Voice (11)
a. Write on a scroll what you see (and of course on what you hear)
b. Share the scroll with the churches … perhaps each would make a copy for their
own edification (Easley)
c. The seven churches are identified in clockwise order, starting from the port city of
Ephesus

E. The Identification of the Voice (12–16)
– Not unlike the popular Reality TV series The Voice
a. John turns to “see the voice” (the voice seems to come from behind him)
b. Setting: Seven golden lampstands – probably a seven branched candelabrum
like the one in the Tabernacle (Exodus 25:36–40) OR ten branches like the one
in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 7:49) OR seven lamps and a bowl like the one in
Zechariah’s vision (Zechariah 4:2).
c. The speaker standing in the midst of the lampstands (13–16)
i.
Someone like the son of man (Daniel 7:13)
1. Messianic title
2. Presumably Jesus – though he is not directly named here
–This is the title Jesus regularly used of himself
ii.
Physical description (most likely metaphoric, similar to Daniel 7:9; 10:4–6;
Ezekiel 9:2–3, 11
1. Full length robe (cf. the linen garments of Daniel and Ezekiel)
2. Golden sash (Daniel)
3. White hair (Daniel)
4. Blazing eyes (Daniel)
5. Glowing, bronze feet (Daniel)
6. Voice like rushing waters (not like a trumpet anymore)
7. Holding seven stars
8. Sharp double-edged sword emanating from his mouth
9. Face like brilliant sunlight
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F. The Response (17–20)
a. John Worships (17)
– What other response would be appropriate for one who has seen God in all his
glory as revealed by the Son?
i.

ii.

John “fell at his feet”
1. Fall does not mean stumble, it means to intentionally become
prostrate in worship
2. This
“As though dead” implies fear and total submission

b. The Voice Self-Identifies (18)
– Revelation is tightly woven literature. The images of Jesus is these passages
will be used in six of the seven addresses to the churches –Laodicea excepted
(Barclay)
i.

ii.

Jesus responds to John’s worship
1. Typical “Do not be afraid”
2. Atypical “he placed his right hand on me,” an act of comfort,
blessing, and perhaps ordination for the task at hand
Jesus claims his divinity
1. Jesus as “First and the Last” (Isaiah 41:4, 44:6; 48:12)
– The eternal who is above and beyond time
2. Jesus as the “Living One” (Joshua 3:10; Psalm 42:2)
– Old Testament designation of God as the Living God
3. Jesus the resurrected who lives forever (Daniel 12:7)
– The eternal God
4. Key holder to death and Hades
– Death and Hades are personified in Revelation – as well as
localized as places

c. The Instructions to John (19)
i.
Write what you have seen (and presumably what you will see)
1. Jesus glorified amongst the lampstands is the first vision John
sees
2. There are several more visions to come
– The number of visions varies based on the scholar’s
perspective, but the visions of the Seven Seals, the Seven
Trumpets, and the Bowls of Wrath are the three most prominent
ii.
Two key foci: Write what is “now” and what is to “take place later”
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1. Now implies “this present age,” that is, what the church was
experiencing (and would experience) over the next few years
2. What is to Come implies the final judgment and more typical
apocalyptic material

d. A Rare Explanation (20)
– Most apocalyptic material is meticulous in their explanations of what the
symbols mean. Daniel is a good example, as is 2 Esdras 13 (in the Apocrypha)
i.
The seven stars: The “Angels of the seven churches” (Barclay)
1. Since angel literally means messenger, there are some who
suggest this is a convocation of messengers who are there to hear
Christ’s words and take them back to the churches (seems
unlikely, since the other 50 or so times the word is used it means
angels as we understand them)
2. Some have suggested these are the bishops (pastors/leaders of
the churches) – Malachi 2:7 could support this, but if so, this is the
only time that John’s Revelation attributes angelic language to
mortals
3. The Greek uses angelos, that is “angels” and other New
Testament literature implies that cities and even individuals have
“guardian” or ruling angels, this seems perhaps the most likely

ii.

The seven lampstands: The “seven churches”
1. If these lampstands picture the lamps in the Tabernacle or
Temple, what would the multiple lamps/candles mean in this
context?
2. Whereas the “stars” are held in Christ’s hand, the lampstands are
spread throughout the world (presuming each church has its own
lampstand)
3. Note that, as we’ll see soon, the lampstands can be removed from
the churches … implications?
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IV. Letters to the Churches: Rev 2:1 – 3:22
A. The Letter to the Church in Ephesus (2:1–7)
a. The City of Ephesus – The First and Greatest City of Asia” (Barclay)
i.
The capital of the Asian Province was Pergamum, but Ephesus was the
greatest city
ii.
Greatest harbor city … the confluence of the Cayster River and the
Mediterranean
1. All roads led through Ephesus to the Mediterranean
a. Mesopotamia
b. Galatia
c. Southern route
2. By decree, the Roman Proconsul (Governor of Asia) was required
to disembark at Ephesus
iii.
Roman Free City
1. Self-governing
2. Roman soldiers could not be garrisoned there
iv.
Assize Town
– Roman court was held there periodically for the most important
cases
v.
Religious City
1. Temple of Artemis: One of the seven wonders of the world
a. 120 columns
b. Cypress roof (rare)
c. Goddess of the hunt and protector of women and children
d. Home of immorality … haven for criminals and hundreds of
priestesses who were temple prostitutes
2. Temples for the divinity of the emperors
a. Claudia
b. Nero
3. Christianity flourished there
a. Aquila, Priscilla, and Apollos exiled there
b. Paul stayed there longer than at any other city (during his
missionary travels)
c. Timothy became the first bishop
d. The apostle John resided there at the end of his life
e. Mary the mother of Jesus resided there at the end of her
life
vi.
Today
– Silt from the Cayster filled in the harbor and the ruins are fully 6 miles
from the Mediterranean
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b. The Letter
i.
Addressee: To the angel of the church (1a)

ii.

Messenger: The one who walks amongst the lampstands (1b)
1. Jesus (implied)
2. Seven stars (the seven angels – including the Angel of Ephesus)
a. The word “holds” = complete control
b. See John 10:27–30 for the disposition of those in Jesus’
hand
c. Although the Angel of Ephesus is under the complete
control of Jesus, it is clear from the remainder of the letter
that the church is not “controlled” by Jesus

3. Lampstands = churches
a. NOTE: The Lord is among the lampstands and knows
exactly what’s going on … he has intimate knowledge of
the church (see 2:2 below … “I know your deeds.”)
b. What are the implications for our church?

iii.

The Message (2–7)
1. Praise (2–3)
a. Hard Work (2)
i.
What they did isn’t specified, but the work of
evangelism and discipleship in a place like this
would be difficult
ii.
Note that works appears to be valued over beliefs
(not that beliefs are unimportant, but the praise is
for their deeds)

b. Perseverance (2)
i.
Remaining faithful in difficult circumstances
ii.
Remaining faithful in an adversarial culture
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c. Intolerance of wicked people (2)
i.
“Wicked people” isn’t directed at non-Christians, but
those within the church
ii.
The biblical response to those within the church
that are “wicked” – 3 stikes you’re out!
1. Matthew 18:15–17
2. Titus 3:10

d. Discernment of apostles (2)
i.
Note this is different from the discernment of
prophets, but there are some principles that are
similar
1. Matthew 7:15–23
2. 1 John 4:1–3
3. 1 Thessalonians 5:20–22
ii.
Tested and found them to be false (lit. liars)
1. No indication on what they were lying about
– we can only speculate
2. No indication on how the church dealt with
these false apostles … but given the
principles given to the church by Jesus,
John, and Paul expulsion/disfellowshipment
seems likely

e. Perseverance emphasized (3)
i.
No indication of the exact hardships
ii.
Reflective of Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:22

2. The Charges Against the Church (4–6)
a. Forsaken their first love (4)
i.
Is this an indictment of the angel or of the church?
– See v5 and the threat to the lampstand

ii.

The loss of fervor is an eschatalogical sign
(Matthew 24:12–13)
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iii.

No indication of what their first love was
1. Often thought to be evangelism (new
churches and new Christians begin with an
evangelistic zeal that falls away about the
time they start doing “church”
2. Again, note the emphasis on works/deeds

b. Remedy (5a)
i.
The remedy always begins with self-reflection and
confession

ii.

Repent: self-reflection and confession isn’t enough
1. True repentance always has a reciprocal
action
2. “Do the things you did before,” that is,
rekindle the fervor of their love/faith (Psalm
51:12)

c. Threat (5b)
i.
God’s response to an unrepentant church

ii.

Consequence to the unrepentant: the removal of
the lampstand
1. The closing/destruction of the church?
2. The loss of prominence?

iii.

What are the implications for the church today?

d. A mitigating factor? (6)
i.
One point in their favor
– Perhaps the reason for the Lord’s patience?
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ii.

Intolerance of the Nicolaitians
1. Little is known of this sect, but they show up
in the letter to Pergamum and perhaps
reference in the letter to Thyatira
2. General agreement that the Nicolaitians
advocated eating meat sacrificed to idols
and sexual immorality
3. NOTE: The threat to the church comes not
from the outside, but from the inside!

3. Closing Salutation (7)
a. Standard closing “Whoever has ears, let them hear” (7a)
– The formula “Whoever has ears, let them hear” is
first heard in Matthew 13:9 and 11:15

b. Appended warnings and promises (7b)
i.
Promises are given to those who persevere follow
the end of each letter

ii.

The Lord says these words are from “the Spirit,”
thus the Son and the Spirit are closely linked (see
also Acts 16:7 and Philippians 1:19)

iii.

The promise is extended to those who are
victorious, literally conquerors

iv.

Promise is to “eat of the tree of life,” that is, to
experience eternal life in God’s paradise

B. Letter to the Church in Smyrna (2:8–11)
a. The City of Smyrna – The Crown of Asia (Barclay)
i.
Situated at the end of a long, land-locked harbor
1. Considered one of the safest harbors
2. A center for trade – on the road between Lydia and Phrygia
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3. Celebrated west wind that kept the city “fresh as a grove of trees”
(Aristides)

ii.

Founded as a Greek colony ca. 1000 BC
1. Destroyed by the Lydians ~600 BC
2. For 400 years existed as isolated villages
3. ~200 BC, Macedonian General Lysimachus rebuilt the city
a. One of the first “Planned Cities”
b. Foothills of the town home to beautiful towers (referred to
as the city’s crown)
c. Included the Street of Gold (from Temple Zeus to Temple
Cybele)
4. Note: The city lived, died, and was brought back to life (cf., v 8),
similar to Christ

iii.

A city by the people and for the people
1. Known for its loyalty to Rome
a. A free city (see pg 11)

2. A true cosmopolitan city
a. Stadium
b. Public Library
c. Odieon (music hall)
d. Large public theater
e. Housed the Homereion (claimed Homer was born there)
f. Magnificent temples to Zeus, Cybele, Apollo, Nemesis,
Aphrodite, Asclepios, first to have a temple to the Roman
goddess Roma, and first to have a temple to the godhead
of Tiberius

3. Known for its many Jewish residents
a. Prominent people
b. Wealthy people – donated 10,000 denarii “to make the city
beautiful”

4. Home of the most famous Christian martyr: Polycarp, Bishop of
Smyrna
a. Saturday, Feb 23, 155
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b. Accused of being an atheist because he would not
sacrifice to the emperor and proclaim “Caesar is lord”
c. Brought to the stadium where games were being held to
be “burned at the stake”
d. The city residents supplied the wood – including the Jews
who were “ahead of everyone in bringing word for the fire”
(Barclay)

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee: To the angel of the church (8a)

ii.

Messenger (8b)
1. Jesus (implied)
2. Jesus identifies with the city
– First and Last
– City of Smyrna similarly known
– Died and came to life again
– Again, city of Smyrna similarly known

iii.

Message (9–11)
1. Praise
a. Church of Smyrna give only words of praise
b. Only the letters to Smyrna and Philadelphia letter have no
words of condemnation

2. Message identifies with the Church of Smyrna (9)
a. “I know” your afflictions and poverty
i.
Affliction: Being crushed by an unbearable weight

ii.

Poverty: Not just poor, but destitute
1. Penia: Poor, without superfluous funds
2. Ptocheia: Complete destitution
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iii.

Church was impoverished for two reasons
1. Most Christians belonged to the lower
classes
2. Suffered plundering of their possessions
(Hebrews 10:34)

iv.

“Yet you are rich”
1. Rich in the way of faith
2. Rich in the face of eternity

b. “I know” about the slander
i.
Persecutions were coming from those who claim
they are “Jews, but they are not” – a common
occurrence in the first century
1. Jews are here held up in a positive light
2. Those who persecuted the church are
considered anti-Christ and anti-Jewish

ii.

Christians were slandered for at least six reasons
(Barclay)
1. From the words of the sacrament “This is
my body” and “This is my blood” – accused
of being cannibals
2. From the Agape (Love) Feasts – accused of
orgies
3. From the split of families because of
conversions – accused of “tampering with
family relationships”
4. From refusal to have “graven images”
– accused of being atheists
5. From refusal to profess “Caesar is lord” –
accused of disloyalty to the government
6. From the prophecies of the fiery end times –
accused of being fire-raisers

iii.

The Synagogue of Satan
1. First mention of Satan in the Revelation
– Satan and devil used synonymously
2. Jewish worshippers called themselves the
“Assembly of the Lord”
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3. Jesus says that those who persecute the
church are, instead, members of the
“Assembly of Satan”

c. Warning and Promise (10)
i.
Suffering is forthcoming
1. Do not be afraid
2. Time of suffering will be limited

ii.

Imprisonment by the devil’s hand
1. Personification of the persecutors, or at
least their motivation
2. Imprisonment is a “test” of faith
3. Imprisonment isn’t simply confinement, but
confinement on the way to the stadium

iii.

Encouragement to remain faithful
1. Because it will be a shortened time
2. Be ready to suffer martyrdom
– “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8) is
literally “martyr”
3. Crown of life for those who persevere

3. Closing Salutation (11)
a. Standard closing words: “Whoever has ears …” (11a)

b. Additional warning and promise (11b)
i.
Victors (lit. conquerors) will not be hurt by the
“second death,” even though they may suffer
martyrdom as their “first death.”

ii.

Repetition of the “Whoever has ears” passage
reminds the reader that the sentiments for
obedience, perseverance, faithfulness in
persecutions, warnings, and promises (for good
and for ill) apply to all readers
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C. Letter to the Church in Pergamum (2:12–17)
a. The City (Barclay)
i.
Most famous of all the cities in the Roman Province of Asia

ii.

The Capital of Asia
1. 282 BC named capital of the Selucid kingdom
2. 133 BC willed to the possession of Rome by Attalus III – Rome
maintained its capital status
3. Roman administrative center and part-time home to the Roman
Proconsul

iii.

Not a center for trade (it was off of the main routes and was landlocked)

iv.

Was a center for culture
1. Library held more than 1 million scrolls, comparable to the Library
of Alexandria (Elwell)
a. Term parchment is derived from city’s name (parchment
was “The Pergamene Sheet.”
– Developed when King Eumenes (3rd C BC) opted to
create a library that rivaled Alexandria. He persuaded
Aristophanes of Alexandria to relocate to Pergamene.
Ptolemy of Egypt got wind of the deal and imprisoned
Aristophanes and put an embargo on papyrus. The
scholars at Pergamum developed parchment (vellum) in
response – a much better, longer lasting, writing
surface.

2. Religious Center
a. The Great Altar to Zeus built in front of Athene Temple
i.
Looked like a great throne on the hillside

b. Housed a temple to Asclepios ( god of healing – os-CLEEpee-us)
i.
The closest thing to a hospital in the ancient world
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ii.

Emblem of Asclepios: Winged rod with a single
snake

iii.

Well preserved and very complex (Patterson)
1. A theater
2. Baths with adjustable water levels
3. Long tunnel connected bath house with
solarium
a. Small apertures in the tunnel
allowed priests to whisper promising
words to those seeking healing
b. Solarium reportedly had hundreds of
non-poisonous snakes … if you
were touched by a snake, reportedly
you would be instantly healed

c. Center for Emperor worship
i.
People were forced on pain of death to proclaim
Caesar is Lord – anathema to the Christians living
there

ii.

There were three temples to various emperors

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee: The Pergamum angel (12a)
ii.
Messenger (12b)
1. Jesus (implied)
2. “With a sharp, double-edged sword” (1:16)
a. The sword seems to be unsheathed
i.
Seems contradictory to our Sunday School Jesus
ii.
See Matthew 10:34–39; Luke 22:36

iii.

Message (13–17)
1. Praise (13)
a. Expressess familiarity with the city: “I know where you live”
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i.

Live = katoikein “permanent residence” – unusual
term

ii.

Typical word for Christians is paroikein “nonresident” or “exile”

iii.

Christians put down roots and choose not to flee in
the face of opposition and persecution (cf. Acts 8:1)

b. The “throne of Satan”
i.
Cf. 2:8 – Satan’s Synagogue: Jewish persecution –
this is a reference to non-Jewish persecution

ii.

Could be interpreted “Where Satan rules”

iii.

Possibly a reference to Zeus’ throne

iv.

Possibly a reference to the temple of Asclepios

v.

Most likely a reference to the seat of government
(thrones and powers – Colossians 1:16) and to the
prevalence of emperor worship

vi.

Ultimately a reference to the extensive and deadly
persecution of the church

c. Perseverance in the face of persecution
i.
Remained true

ii.

Steadfast even with the death of Antipas
1. Unknown martyr
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2. Called “My faithful witness” (lit. my faithful
martyr) – given the same name as Jesus
(see 1:5 and 3:14)

iii.

The city where Satan lives … same word as the
Christian residents

2. The Charges Against the Church (1–15)
a. “Some” have embraced the teaching of Balaam (Numbers
25:1–3)
i.
“Ritual eating of meat sacrificed to idols” (Elwell)

ii.

Sexual immorality

b. “Some” have embraced the teaching of the Nicolaitans
– Again, we are not clear what their teachings are
(Irenaeus suggests that they were the seat of gnosticism)
3. The Warning (17)
– The question must be asked: Is this a warning to the church or
to the Angel of Pergamum? It’s difficult to tell for sure in the
Greek, but some suggest that “heavenly and earthly responsibility
are closely aligned” (Keck)
a. Remedy: Repent – the church must repent
b. Threat: Will come to “you” and fight against “them” with the
sword in his mouth
i.
Three grammatical possibilities
1. You = the angel; them = the church
2. You = the angel; them = the heretics
3. You = the church; them = the heretics

ii.

What does it mean that Jesus will “fight” against
them?
1. Fight to ensure conviction of sin?
Cf. Hebrews 4:12 and Ephesians 6:17
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2. Fight to remove the heretics
Cf. Acts 5:1–11

4. Closing Salutation with a Promise (17)
a. Standard closing of “Whoever has ears” (17a)

b. Includes additional promises to the conqueror (17b)
i.
Eat the hidden manna
1. The hidden pot of manna
– Hidden by Jeremiah in the 6th century BC
somewhere on Mt. Sinai
2. The feast in heaven
– A reward for not eating the meat sacrificed
to idols
3. Communion

ii.

Given a white stone
1. White stones were sometimes used to
indicate innocence (black stones signified
guilt)
2. Perhaps a tesserae – a stone-like tablet
with writing on it that conferred some sort of
privilege to the owner (Barclay)

iii.

Given a new name (Isaiah 62:2)
1. Two kinds of new:
a. neos – a new point in time
b. Kainos – completely new, nothing
like it before
2. New name is often conferred as a sign of a
new covenant

D. Letter to the Church in Thyatira (2:18–29)
– The longest of the seven letters
a. The City of Thyatira
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i.

Thyatira is the “least important” of the cities, in terms of prominence and
reputation

ii.

Literally in the middle of nowhere – situated in an open valley

iii.

A garrison of the Macedonian Guard was stationed there to defend
Pergamum
1. The city itself was indefensible
2. At best, the garrison could delay invaders from the south who
were marching to the capital

iv.

Likely an industrial city because it’s known for its guilds
1. More guilds are noted in Thyatira than in any other city in the
Asian Province
2. Guilds that are mentioned in inscriptions in and around Thyatira
include: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments,
dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and
bronze-smiths (Wikipedia)
3. Lydia, the dealer in purple (Acts 16:14) was from Thyatira

v.

Religiously unimportant
1. Not a center of emperor worship
2. Principal deity was the sun god Apollo Tyrimnos who was the patron
god of the crafts
3. Home of the goddess Sambethe who was a medium who claimed to
speak for Apollo

vi.

Role of the guilds and their relationship with the church
1. Membership in one of the guilds was considered a necessity for the
sake of commerce

2. Christians would not be readily willing to participate in guild activities
a. Meetings were typically communal meals held at one of the
local temples
b. Meals were generally prepared from sacrifices made to the
gods at (and during) the meeting
c. The meetings often ended up in drunken revelry and all that
went with that
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3. “Jezebel” (2:20) likely advocated compromising Christian standards
for the sake of business and commercial prosperity (probably
suggesting that the Holy Spirit would protect them in these
compromising situations). (Barclay)

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee (18a)
– Simply to the Angel of Thyatira

ii.

Messenger (18b)
1. The “Son of God,” Jesus … no ambiguity this time
– The only time the term is used in Revelation
2. Blazing eyes
a. Image take from a description of a messenger angel in
Daniel 10:6
b. Blazing eyes
i.
Likely a reference to omniscience

3.

ii.

They eyes penetrate deep into the very soul of the
church (or of the church’s angel)

iii.

Perhaps also a suggesting that Christ is angered to
wrath by the church’s sin

Feet of burnished bronze
a. Likely a reference to omnipotence
b. Represents strength and purity

4. The description doesn’t suggest a comfortable conversation

iii.

The Message (19–29)
1. Praise (19)
– Jesus knows their deeds
– Somewhat parallels the praise in the letter to Ephesus
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a. Love – probably a reference to the love/care they showed
for one another
b. Faith – they maintained their orthodox beliefs and practices
c. Service – probably serving one another in the church
– there is no suggestion of service as “mission” to
those beyond the church walls
d. Perseverance – continuing in faith even in the face of
persecution
– Note, there is no indication of any persecutions of
the church, but given the times, it’s likely they were
experiencing similar kinds of persecutions
mentioned in the other letters
e. Doing more than at first – the exact opposite to the church
in Ephesus. The Church of Thyatira was improving!

2. Charges (20–23)
a. Toleration of a false prophet (20–23)
i.
Called “That woman Jezebel”
1. A reference to Ahab’s wife in the books of
the Kings (1 Kings 16–19, 2 Kings 9:22)
a. Jezebel was a Sidonian princess
2. Jezebel enticed Ahab (and all of Israel) to
worship Baal
3. She was accused of causing Israel to
“fornicate,” but not likely a reference to
sexuality, but to “cheating on God”

ii.

The false prophet
1. The woman claimed to be “Christian”
2. She claimed to speak for God

iii.

The church was unwilling to put her out of the
fellowship, which was causing some (likely most) to
adopt her ways
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b. The false teachings
i.
Specifically, sexual immorality and eating foods
sacrificed to idols

ii.

Several possibilities
1. Perhaps a literal interpretation of sexual
practices at the temple, including
participating in sacrifices and the ritual
consumption
2. More likely, she was calling for the church to
relax their stance against the guilds and
their practices (See D.a.vi above)

iii.

Jesus’ expectations in regards to the church
1. To deal with the false prophet and expel her
if she wouldn’t repent
2. To maintain complete separation from the
culture’s practices, rather than to accept
compromise
– A dire warning for the church of all
ages, but perhaps especially ours

c. Jezebel had been given “time” to repent (21)
i.
Implied that the Holy Spirit had tried to convict her

ii.

Possible that the church had attempted to bring her
through church discipline, but was unwilling to “cast
her out” of the fellowship (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:1–13,
esp. v 13)

d. The consequences (22–23)
i.
“Behold” (omitted in many translations) – Look
here, pay attention

ii.
iii.

She will be cast onto a bed of suffering – suggests
a serious illness
Those who follow her ways will “suffer intensely”
unless they repent
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1. Again, it seems a threat of illness
2. Those who fall under her spell will be given
an opportunity to repent – a perk not offered
to the false prophet

iv.

Her “children” will be struck dead (23)
1. Not literal children, but those who follow and
advocate for her ways
2. Striking dead seems harsh, but see Acts
5:1–11 for God’s response to the church’s
first intentional hypocrites

3. Promise and Warning (24–29)
a. Promise to “the rest” (24–25)
i.
Those who have not followed her teachings

ii.

Those who have not experienced Satan’s “so
called” deep secrets

iii.

No additional burden expected other than to “hold
on” until Jesus comes

b. To the conquerors (26–28)
– To those who “does my will to the end”
i.
Given authority over the nations (Ps 2:8–9)
1. A messianic promise
2. This is a different kind of promise from the
other churches – this is a “you will DO
something,” not just an inheritance

ii.

iv.

Given the “morning star”
1. A name given to Jesus in 22:16
2. Eternal Salvation

Closing Salutation
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– Simply closes with the standard “Those who have ears”

E. Letter to the Church in Sardis (3:1–6)
a. The City (Barclay)
i.
Once the capital of Lydia

ii.

Hostile to Greek influence

iii.

Sardis (Sardeis in Greek) is plural because there were two “cities”
1. The city on the plateau of a 1500 foot spur (virtually impenetrable)
2. The city in the valley, beneath the spur

iv.

Location: At the foothills of Mt. Tmolus. Pactolus River flows through the
lower city
1. Gold flakes flow from the Tmolus range down the river, which was
the source of both wealth and consternation, since much of the
“gold” wasn’t pure
2. Legend has it that King Midas bathed in the headwaters of the
Pactolus River to free himself of his golden touch curse (the
legendary source of the river’s gold)

v.

Rise and fall of Sardis
1. 560–546 BC, the city was at its heights of glory under Croesus,
the king of Lydia

2. 546 Croesus inquired of the Oracle at Delphi about attacking
Persia … “If you cross the River Halys, you will destroy a great
empire.” On that prophesy alone, he crossed the river to attack
Cyrus the Great (Persia) and was routed. Croesus retreated to his
lofty palace in Sardis believing it impenetrable. But a Lydian
soldier dropped his helmet down the side of the cliff and he
climbed down to get it, revealing a passage upwards. The
Persians sent a contingent of troops by night up the passage and
the city was routed because no one was “watching.”
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3. Came into possession of Alexander the Great ~320 BC, but at his
death the city fell into possession of Achaeus. The ruler of the
lowlands (Antiochus) besieged him and a similar incident ensued
… a sneak attack and no watchmen.

4. Romans next took possession of the city, but in AD 17 it was
destroyed by an earthquake. The city on the spire was completely
destroyed (leaving only a monument on the hilltop), but the
Emperor Tiberius paid to rebuild the lowland city.

vi.

Industry
1. Wool trade
2. Cloth dying
– It’s thought that the process for dying fabric was likely developed
in Sardis

vii.

Sardis in the days of the Revelation
– A wealthy city, but without vitality

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee (1a)
– Simply to the Angel of Sardis

ii.

Messenger (1b)
1. Jesus (implied)

2. The one who “holds” the seven spirits of God
a. As opposed to 1:4 where the spirits are “before God’s
throne”
b. No question that the spirits are under Jesus’ authority
3. And who holds the seven stars
a. Seven stars = the seven angels of the churches
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b. Again, the angels are under Jesus’ authority

iii.

The Message (1c–6)
1. No praise for the Angel of Sardis nor the church
– Jesus knows their deeds (for better or worse)
2. Charges (1c–2)
a. The issue at hand was reputation versus reality
i.
The church appeared to be full of life
– Likely going through the motions of “doing”
church

ii.

But the church was spiritually dead
1. The church was filled with “nominal
Christians” (Easley)
2. There was little or no life transformation
a. Evangelism had stagnated
b. Discipleship was lacking

b. The charge to rekindle the dying embers
(A message to North American Churches today!)
i.

Watch!
– A reminder that Sardis had a history of not
paying attention, not watching, not being alert

ii.

Strengthen what remains
– Apparently not all was lost … there is at least
a spark that could be kindled

iii.

Hope is dying
– The warning suggests that although there is
hope, there isn’t much hope and there isn’t much
time
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iv.

The work is incomplete
1. Again, a reference to reputation … the
church is going through the motions, but
there is no fruit of transformation

2. !*'#4#'5%&%'2$,"6+21$'#+,
– Too many churches have lots of
programs, events, ministries, and missions:
activities; things that keep the church busy,
but don’t result in new followers – or better
followers (and better followers ALWAYS
make more followers)

3. Remedy and Warning (3)
a. Remember what you have received and heard
i.

Perhaps a reference to the Holy Spirit

ii.

More likely a reference to their former embrace of
the gospel though prophecy and preaching

iii.

Obedience is required

iv.

Repentance is required
– Much more than an “I’m sorry,” but a change in
both attitude AND behavior

b. Warning for not “watching” (or remaining alert)
i.

I will come as a thief
– Perhaps a warning similar to Ephesus – “I’ll take
your lampstand”? (2:5)
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ii.

I will come unannounced
– Suggests there is little time left to make the
expected changes

iii.

I will come upon you
– Perhaps a warning similar to Pergamum – “I will
fight against you” (2:16)

4. The Exceptions and Promises (4–6)
a. The few in Sardis who have not “defiled their clothes
– Cf. Matthew 7:13–14
i.

Unclear how the few remained pure and from what
1. Emperor worship?
2. Foods sacrificed to idols?
3. Idolatry?
4. Sexual impurity?
5. Most likely a few have been active in faithful
obedience of evangelism and discipleship

ii.

Promised they will “walk with Jesus while dressed
in white
1. White represents purity
2. White robes represent forgiveness and
faithfulness (7:14)
3. White represents the clothes of the martyrs
(6:9–10)

b. Promise to the conquers
i.

Dressed in white (see above)

ii.

Not erased name from book of life
1. Book of life traces back to Exodus 32:33f
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2. Cities/states kept “registry” books of their
citizens – if your name was erased it
indicated you’d lost your citizenship
3. This is NOT an indication that “everyone” is
in from the beginning and that your sin
removes you from the book

iii.

iv.

Name will be acknowledged before God and the
angels
– Cf. Luke 9:26

Closing Salutation
– Simply closes with the standard “Those who have ears”

F. Letter to the Church in Philadelphia (3:7–13)
a. The City (Barclay)
i.
Greek, literally “One who loves his brother”

ii.

Founded by Attalus II, King of Pergamum
1. Named for Attalus II brother named Eumenes whom he loved
dearly and fondly called Philadelphos

2. Philadelphia was a planned city, located at the crossroads of
Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia
a. City was built to spread hellenism, the Greek culture
– It worked … by AD 19 Lydians had forgotten their
own language
b. – The city was an “open door” to spread Greek culture
peacefully …
– During the time of the Revelation it had become
an open door to Christianity in the region

iii.

Located on the edge of the Katakekaumenē (burned land) – a great
volcanic plain that was exceptionally fertile
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iv.

Philadelphia’s primary industry was vineyards and winemaking

v.

Earthquake in AD 17 destroyed Sardis, ten other cities, and Philadelphia
was devastated
1. Aftershocks continued daily for years
a. Most residents lived outside the city
b. Even after the tremors stopped, there was lingering fear
bordering on psychotic phobias

2. Tiberius generously rebuilt the city
– City was renamed Neocaesarea

vi.

During Vespasian Flavius reign, city renamed Flavia
– Name didn’t stick and the name reverted to Philadelphia

vii.

Philadelphia was a bastion of Christianity until 1922 when it was burned
at the end of the Greco-Turkish war (1919–1922)
– Remains a titular see of the Roman Catholic Church
– Non-functioning diocese … sometimes called a deaddiocese

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee (7a)
– Simply to the Angel of Philadelphia

ii.

Messenger (7b)
1. Jesus (implied)

2. He who is holy
a. Throughout the Old Testament, YHWH God is the only one
who is holy (Isaiah 40:25; 43:15)
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b. The risen Christ now has holiness attributed to him

c. An indication of the divinity of Jesus

d. An implication of the triune God (diune in this particular
instance)

3. He who is true
a. Greek alēthinos, meaning “real” (as opposed to unreal)

b. Jesus is not a virtual or absent presence

4. He who holds the key of David (Isaiah 22:22)
– The first symbol not found in the opening vision of
chapter 1
a. A symbol of authority

b. What is opened … what is shut
i.
Often interpreted as the door to evangelism and
mission, given the purpose for the city’s founding
(cf. 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12;
Colossians 4:3; and Acts 14:27 – the opening of
missionary doors)

ii.

iii.

Perhaps a “kingdom” reference, similar to Matthew
16:19, except that this reference is to the New
Jerusalem

The Message (8–13)
– There are more promises given to the church in Philadelphia
than any of the other six churches
1. “I know your deeds,” a reference to Christ’s intimate familiarity
with the church’s behavior (8a)

2. The door that is open and cannot be shut (8b)
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a. A suggestion that the work via the open door in 7 is not yet
done – the reward for faithful service is to be given
opportunities for more service

b. The door could be a reference to Christ himself (John 10:7,
9)

c. The door could be a reference to the kingdom of God

d. The door could be the entrance to the New Jerusalem

3. Little strength (lit. power), but have been faithful (8c)
a. Strength, Greek dunamis from which we get the word
dynamite – power

b. A suggestion that the church has little influence in the city
– Likely it was a very small church

c. The church was faithful in terms of obedience to the word,
to the logos
i.
Note the continued emphasis on obedience

ii.

Greek logos implies the whole, complete teaching
of God in Christ

d. The church was faithful in not denying Christ’s name
i.
Note the emphasis on the word “name”

ii.

Emperor worship was widely practiced in
Philadelphia

4. The synagogue of Satan (9)
a. Second reference to the synagogue of Satan (2:13)
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i.

Perhaps a way of delineating the difference
between the “church” –ekklesia and the Jewish
assembly synagoge

ii.

A group of people, not an individual (perhaps a
movement within the church)

b. Jews who are not Jews … liars (9b)
i.
Possibly Jews who don’t believe

ii.

Possibly circumcised Gentile believers who are
advocating syncretization of Judaism and
Christianity

c. The promise (9c)
i.
Adherents will come to realize the error of their
ways and repent

ii.

Adherents will acknowledge that God has “loved”
them
1. That their obedience has been accepted
2. This suggests that the “synagogue of Satan”
was a heretical movement within the church

5. The promise of deliverance (10)
a. A problematic passage

b. The reward for obedience and faithfulness
c. Promise to “keep you from the hour of trial”
i.
A promise to the church of Philadelphia?
– Unlikely with the inclusion of the phrase “the
inhabitants of the earth”

ii.

A promise of preservation during the Great
Tribulation? (cf. John 17:15)
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1. Perhaps a promise for the strength to
endure during the time of testing
2. Perhaps an indication of the removal of
Christians prior to the tribulation

d. The global “testing”
i.
Generally considered the Great Tribulation
1. Matthew 24:4–31
2. Revelation 7:14

6. An admonition for continued faithfulness (11)
a. The promise of Christ’s coming
i.
Possibly a reference to the parousia, the second
coming

ii.

Possibly in contrast to the threats made to several
of the other churches

b. The warning against surrender
– The loss of their crown
1. The loss of salvation?
2. The loss or eternal reward?
– (is there a difference?)

7. A litany of promises to the conquerors (12)
a. A pillar in the temple
– The strongest architectural feature … often the lone
survivor of earthquakes

b. They will go out no more
– Unclear about the meaning
i.
A promise for serenity and peace
1. A possible reference to those who left the
city for safety from the city’s aftershocks
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ii.

A promise to a firm, moral life (Barclay)

c. Write the name of my God on them (the pillar)
i.
Possibly a reference to the ancient practice in Asia
Minor of carving the name of retired priests on a
temple pillar

ii.

Possibly a reference to the custom of branding
slaves … God will put his mark on us

iii.

Possibly a reference to receiving the name of God
as a metaphorical mark (Numbers 6:27)

d. Write the name of the city of God, the New Jerusalem
– Likely a reference to being written in the book of life
or the book of citizenship (see 3:5)

e. Write on them “my new name”
i.
The risen Christ, Alpha Omega, First and Last

ii.

iv.

A reference to the city’s many name changes

Closing Salutation
– Simply “Those who have ears”

G. The Letter to the Church in Laodicea (3:14–22)
– The ONLY church that Jesus has absolutely nothing good to say about it
a. The City (Barclay)
i.
There were at least six cities named Laodicea
1. This has the distinction of being called Laodicea on the Lycus (a
nearby river)
2. Founded in 250 BC by Antiochus of Syria and named for his wife
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ii.

Important primarily because of its location between Ephesus and Syria
1. The main road went literally right through town with the Ephesian
Gate to the west and the Syrian Gate to the east.
2. Other roads to Phrygia and Pergamum intersected the city

iii.

The city had no local spring, so its water supply came via aqueducts 6
miles away

iv.

The city was considered a great Roman city for multiple reasons
1. It was a banking and financial center
a. A city of great wealth
b. After the great earthquake of AD 61, it refused aid from the
Roman government and rebuilt itself

2. It was a center for clothing manufacturing
a. Ebony sheep were a prize agribusiness product
b. Known for its trimita tunics (city sometimes called
Trimitaria)

3. It was a medical center and hosted a medical school
a. Known for its eye ointment
b. Known for its ear ointment

4. Home to a very large Jewish population
a. Little archaeological evidence to prove this
b. In AD 62 Governor Flaccus was alarmed at the amount of
currency leaving the province to pay the Temple Tax … the
amount confiscated suggests a population of no less than
7500 Jewish men

b. The Letter
i.
Addressee (14a)
1. The Angel of the Laodicean Church

ii.

Messenger (14b)
1. Jesus (again implied)
a. The Amen – an odd designation
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b. Isaiah 65:16 – God is the “God of faithfulness” or “one true
God,” literally the “God of amen”
c. In Gospel of John, Jesus regularly says “Very truly I say,”
literally, “Amen, I tell you” (John 1:51; 3:3; 3:5; and 3:11)
2. The Faithful and True Witness
a. Similar to John’s assertion in 1:5
b. Witness = martyr, that is one willing to lay down his life for
the testimony

3. The “ruler” of God’s creation
a. Literally the originator or cause of creation
b. From the Greek arche as in archetype, or first, primary, the
model for all else to come (also, “ruler”)
c. Similar to Colossians 1:15

iii.

Message (15–21)
1. “I know your deeds” – similar observation to other churches
a. Self-indulgence
b. Self-sufficiency
2. Neither cold nor hot (15–16)
a. Greek meanings
i.
Psuchros, cold to the point of freezing
ii.
Zestos, hot to the point of boiling

b. A commentary on their response to Christ’s commands
– To ponder: What does this say to/about today’s
“Nominal Christian”?
i.

Indifference will not be tolerated

ii.

Neutrality is not an option

c. A couple possible community references
i.
Symposia events, that is, public dinner parties
1. Wine was served ice cold -or2. Wine was served well-heated
3. Tepid wine was seriously frowned upon
a. A social faux pas
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b. Tepid wine was used to induce
vomiting after eating to satiation at
these events, thus allowing the
guest to continue indulging

ii.

Nearby sources of hot and cold water
1. Hierapolis had hot springs with very hot
water
2. Colossae was known for its very cold,
refreshing water
3. Laodicea had a six mile aqueduct … it was
known for exceptionally tepid water

d. Jesus’ response: I will spew/spit you out of my mouth
i.
Jesus is unwilling – or unable – to tolerate tepid
followers

ii.

Literally, I will vomit or puke you out

3. Complaint against their self-sufficiency (17)
– Note: The issue isn’t that they are wealthy, but that their
wealth has blinded them to their spiritual needs
a. The complaint
i.
The wealth has made them believe they’re selfsufficient in all things, including spiritually
ii.
“How difficult it is for the wealthy to enter the
kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:23)
iii.
Note the wealth of the city
b. The diagnosis
i.
Wretched: Unhappy and unfortunate
ii.
Pitiful: One deserving pity, also ashamed
iii.
Poor: In poverty (obviously a spiritual reference …
note the difference between being poor, that is,
having no money, and in poverty which is a mindset
that is difficult to break out of
iv.
Blind: Especially poignant in light of the eye-balm
the city was famous for
v.
Naked
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1. To be naked in this culture is considered the
height of shame and humiliation (2 Samuel
10:4; Ezekiel 16:37–39; Hosea 2:3; Nahum
3:5; et al)
2. Especially poignant in light of the city’s
garment industry
4. The solution (18)
a. Invest in eternal wealth (Luke 12:34; Malachi 3:2)
– So you can be spiritually rich

b. Invest in white robes, the symbol of faithfulness (many
referenced in the Revelation)
– So you can cover your shame

c. Invest in eye salve (2 Peter 1:5–9)
– So you can see the reality of the situation

5. The Promises (19–21)
a. Rebukes and disciplines those he loves
i.
Love = philein – fondness, tenderness

ii.

Rebuke = to help one see the error of their ways

iii.

Discipline = the biblical principle of helping a child
(or an adult) to reach their potential

iv.

The ultimate punishment is to abandon us to our
own devices (Hosea 4:17)

b. Be earnest and repent
i.
Rekindle the zeal for faith

ii.

Turn away from self-sufficiency and self-indulgence
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c. Jesus awaits an invitation
i.
Christianity is the ONLY world religion where God
pursues humanity

ii.

The knocking is persistent, urgent, and time
sensitive

iii.

Dine = a leisurely dinner, to “loaf around” with the
Lord

d. Invitation to the throne for the conquerors
i.
Thrones were more like couches … wide enough
for more than one

ii.

iv.

Jesus’ invitation to “be like me” … I conquered and
sat with my Father on his throne

Closing Salutation (22)
– Simply “Those who have ears”

Reflections On the Letters to the Seven
Each of the seven letters includes the phrase, “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.” In the words of Barclay, Jesus is saying to every reader, “This means
you!” Although the letters were specifically written to individual churches (and to their leaders),
what do you think Jesus is saying to us?
What are some of the common themes you see running through the letters?
Jesus seems to address each church within their local context. What might that say to us about
how we communicate as Christians to each other? To non-Christians? As a church?
There is not a cross word to the churches in Smyrna or Philadelphia. And there’s not a single
good word to the church of Laodicea. What do you think we should be learning from these?
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V. The Vision of Heaven (4:1 – 5:14)
A. The Vision Begins (4:1)
a. A door standing open in heaven
i.
Doors/opening between earth and heaven are common metaphors to
describe passages from the earthly realm to the heavenly realm (Ezk 1:1;
Mark 1:10; John 1:51; Acts 7:56)

ii.

“Open in heaven,” that is, the door is open from the heaven side … it has
no handle on the earth side.

iii.

The “geography” of the understood cosmos invites a physical “Doorway”
1. Earth was seen as a square, flat planet
2. Earth was covered by a solid dome that separated the waters from
the earth
3. The dome also separated earth from heaven … an open doorway
was “conceivable” as a passage between heaven and earth
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iv.

A voice like a trumpet speaks
1. Like the one that spoke at first (1:10)
a. Likely the voice of Jesus
b. Others believe the voice of God
2. Similar to God’s voice on Mt. Sinai in Exodus 19:16
3. The trumpet and trumpet sound plays a key role in the eschaton
(the end of time) and is also found in Matthew 24:30–31; 1
Thessalonians 4:16

v.

The invitation
1. Come up here
a. Literally to ascend, to come on board
b. John was transported through the doorway or the gate of
heaven
2. “I will show you what must take place after this”
a. Repeated from 1:1; 1:19
b. A reflection of Daniel 2:29, 45
3. More than just an opportunity to see future events, an invitation to
see what “MUST” take place, with and emphasis on must

B. The Description of the Throne Room in Heaven (4:2–8a)
a. John is caught up in an ecstatic experience (4:2a)
i.
The second time he describes being “in the spirit” (1:10)

ii.

This is most likely “how” he was translated into the heavenly realm – it
was a spiritual transport

b. John gives us a rare look at “heaven”
– There are very few biblical images of what heaven is actually like
i.
The throne of God in heaven (2b)
1. The throne of God is a common Old Testament image (1 Kings
22:19; Psalm 47:8; Isaiah 6:1)
2. The throne of God is mentioned in every chapter of the
Revelation, except in 2, 8, and 9
3. The throne represents the majesty of God

ii.

John sees someone sitting on the throne (2c)
1. This is a literal description of what he saw – the details will follow
2. Sitting on the throne includes the sense of “residing there.” This is
the house and the home of God.

49

iii.

The description of God – the theophany (3)
1. John does not anthropomorphize the Divine
2. God is described in terms of light and gems
a. Jasper – a translucent rock crystal that was described in
the ancient world as a stone that magnified the brilliance of
light
– Some believe this might actually be a description of a
diamond
b. Sardian – a red ruby-like stone mined from the region
around Sardis
c. Emerald – green, translucent stone
3. John may be borrowing the image of God as light from 1 Tim 6:16
or Psalm 104:2

iv.

The twenty-four elders on twenty-four thrones (4–5)
1. The thrones are not described other than they encircle God’s
throne

2. The identification of the elders is unclear
– Literally elders, presbyters
a. The council of God? (1 Kings 22:19; Isaiah 24:23)
b. Other deities? (Psalm 82; 89:5–8)
c. Priests from each priestly cohort (1 Chronicles 24:5–18) or
from the Levitical cohorts? (1 Chronicles 25:6–31)
d. Twelve patriarchs and twelve apostles, similar to the
names embedded in the New Jerusalem architectural
gates and foundation stones? (21:12–14)
e. Metaphoric representation of all the saints?
– In 7:14, John addresses an elder as “My Lord,”
suggesting that these are supernatural beings, not
simply redeemed mortals

3. The roles of the elders (Barclay)
a. They sit around the throne in their white robes and wear
crowns (4:4, 13)
b. They cast their thrones before the throne as a sign of
submission (4:10)
c. They continually worship and praise (5:11, 14; et al)
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d. They carry the prayers of the faithful to God (5:8)
e. One encourages John when he is discouraged (5:5)
f. Another offers an interpretation of the vision (7:13)

4. The attire of the elders
a. White robes, similar to the garments described in the letter
to Sardis (3:4–5, 18)
b. Golden crowns
i.
Perhaps suggesting these are former or current
rulers of Powers and Principalities (Romans 8:38;
Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 1:16)
ii.
Perhaps a symbol of faithfulness, as seen of the
faithful saints in Philadelphia (3:11)

v.

The heavenly setting (5–6a)
1. Further description of God’s throne – thunder and lightning (5a)
a. The throne seems to be filled with some level of energy or
that it’s in the midst of a storm (or the cause of a storm)
i.

Perhaps the imagery reflects the pageantry of God

ii.

Perhaps the imagery reflects God’s current “mood”

iii.

Perhaps the imagery portends the coming events
that “must” take place

b. The emmenation of light (lightning)
c. The sounds of thunder (rolling thunder and claps of
thunder)

2. The seven lamps and seven spirits (5b)
a. Arranged in front of God’s throne
b. A reflection of the seven spirits and seven lampstands in
1:4, 12

3. The sea of glass as clear as crystal (6a)
a. Perhaps a reference to the cosmology – the throne of God
may be sitting above the great waters that surround the
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earth (See especially Psalm 104:3)
b. According the the Qur’an (Sura 27), Solomon’s palace had
a glass floor “so like a sea that, when the Queen of Sheba
came to visit him, she picked up her skirts thinking she had
to wade through water” (Barclay) – perhaps this is the
image John is alluding to
c. Glass was considered as precious as gold (Job 28:17),
thus a reference to the majesty of heaven

vi.

The four creatures (6b–8)
– Mentioned repeatedly in the Revelation (5:6–9; 5:14; 6:1–7; 7:11–
11; 14:3; 15:7; 19:4)
1. The creatures themselves
– Clearly supernatural, angelic beings
a. Each creature is covered in eyes, similar to the wheels in
Ezekiel 1:18, thus they are all-seeing – perhaps indicating
they see all things past, present, and future (Exell)

b. Each creature has six wings
– Similar to the seraphim in Isaiah 6:2
1. Two wings enable them to fly
2. Two wings cover their faces
3. Two wings cover their “feet”

c. Each creature has a different likeness: Lion, Ox, Human,
and Eagle (Ezekiel 1:10)
i.
Probably describing the pre-eminence of all
creatures … Lion – king of beasts; Ox – strongest
of domesticated animals; Eagle – supreme of all
birds; Human – crown of creation (Barclay)

ii.

Represents the worship offered from all nature
(“heav’n and nature sing”)
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iii.

It’s widely thought that the creatures are the
guardians of the holy throne … the last line of
defense (1 Enoch 71:7 “And round about were
Seraphin, Cherubin, and Ophannin: And these are
they who sleep not and guard the throne of His
glory.”
– Reflection: It seems we rarely consider the
spiritual battle that is being waged daily that assails
both heaven and earth. What might that actually
look like? What is our part in that battle? Is it
metaphor or is it reality?

iv.

By the fourth century, the creatures were
associated with the four Gospels
1. Matthew: The Lion
– Because Jesus is described as the Lion of
Judah from whom all prophecy was
fulfilled
2. Mark: The Human
– Because Mark’s account is considered the
Gospel most similar to a biography
3. Luke: The Ox
– Because Jesus is portrayed as the
ultimate sacrifice for all classes of people
4. John: The Eagle
– Because of all the Gospels, it is the most
lofty in thought and theology

2. Their never ending chant
– The chant goes on “Night and Day” (in a place where there
is no night) and “never stop,” literally from age to age
a. Triune holiness (Holy, holy, holy)
b. God’s omnipotence (Lord God Almighty)
c. God’s eternal nature (Who was, is, and is to come)
i.

Repeated from 1:4
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ii.

What might it mean that the order in 1:4 is different
than here?

C. Worship in heaven (9–11)
a. The worship leaders – the creatures lead in worship (9)
i.
This is a “new song” from the triune holy chant
1. Offered periodically
2. Glory, honor, and thanks to the eternal one on the throne

ii.

The creatures lead in worship and the elders respond, cf. 5:14

b. The response by the 24 elders (10)
i.
They prostrate themselves … literally “throw themselves down” before the
one sitting on the throne

ii.

They worship the one who lives from age to age (the best Greek for
“forever”

iii.

They “cast” their crowns before the throne
– How you interpret cast is in part determined by how you define
worship – either is a legitimate interpretation
1. Cast: To throw, perhaps like throwing the crown like a
mortarboard following graduation, a celebratory act
2. Cast: To remove and present their crowns before the throne, an
act of humility

c. The hymn (11)
i.
The elders (and creatures?) speak rather than sing
– John does not use the Greek word for singing/playing an instrument
in any of his writings

ii.

They offer true worship: Attributing to God worthiness

iii.

John chooses “Our Lord and God” (kurios kai theos), a phrase that was
the official title of Emperor Domitian … this is an important distinction,
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given the later visions of God’s wrath upon the earth

iv.

They respond in parallel to the creature’s praise: Glory and honor, but
substitute power for the creature’s use of “thanks”

v.

The reasoning for God’s worthiness is because he is the creator of all
things
– God is creator, not maker … only God can create something from
nothing
1. The only other time God is credited with creation is in 10:6 when
an angel makes an oath in the name of the creator that there will
be no more delay to God’s judgment
2. All things were created intentionally
3. All things have their being … their existence … because of God’s
will

D. The Scroll and the Lamb (5:1–14)
a. The scroll (1a)
– Imaged from Ezekiel 2:9–10
i.

The figure on the throne is at least partially anthropomorphized and John
discerns that the figure is holding a scroll in his hand

ii.

Scrolls were generally made from a series of parchment pages. Individual
pages were attached to each other side-by-side and then rolled together.
The “roll” of Isaiah on parchment (from the Dead Sea Scrolls)

Modern papyrus rolls and scrolls were made from the pith of a bulrush
(pith is in the center of the bullrush). It is cut into thin strips and they are
laid vertically side-by-side and then another layer laid horizontally atop of
the vertical strips to make a page about 10X8. The strips (pages) were
then soaked in water and glued together. Next, the papyrus page would
be pounded flat with a mallet and later polished and smoothed with a
pumice stone to create a durable writing surface similar to a brown paper
shopping bag. The sheets were attached side-by-side to make a roll of
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writing paper (see the Isaiah pages above).

iii.

The scroll was written on both sides
1. Papyrus was expensive and a lengthy literary work could take a
lengthy scroll (Barclay)
a. Gospel of Mark – 19 feet
b. Romans – 11.5 feet
c. Revelation – 15 feet
2. The writing on both sides
indicates that the scroll was
probably too lengthy to be
written on just one side of the
paper

b. The seals (1b)
i.
The scroll was sealed with seven
seals
– Likely seven threads tied around the scroll and the knots sealed with
hot wax

ii.

Seven seals indicates a legal document … wills were sealed seven times
by seven different witnesses – and the seals broken only when the seven
witnesses or their designees were present.

iii.

The seven seals likely suggest that this is an important document that
held “secrets”
– Perhaps suggesting that the document contained God’s final words
about creation

iv.

The scroll’s contents
1. The happenings of the future … of what “must take place”
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2. In the book of Enoch, books with all of our deeds recorded for
posterity and God’s plan for history are mentioned repeatedly
– 1 Enoch 81:1–2; 47:3; 106:19; 107:1)

c. The dilemma (2–4)
i.
The Mighty Angel’s search proclamation (2)
1. The Mighty Angel will appear again in 10:1 and 18:2
2. The question: Who is worthy to break the seals?
3. The question isn’t local … it’s “loud enough” to be heard across
both the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of earth, or the
underworld (sheol – not hell)

ii.

The search’s results (3)
– No one was found who was worthy to break the seals, open the
scroll, or even to look inside of it

iii.

John’s responds in tears (4)
– Repeated “wept and wept” for emphasis
a. Wept because in all of history, none was worthy to know
God’s secrets
b. Wept because of disappointment … in 4:1 John was told
he’d learn about the things that “must take place,”
presumably, the things written on the scroll

d. The dilemma’s solution (5–7)
i.
An elder’s response (5)
1. Apparently one of the 24 elders
2. Words of comfort
a. There’s no need to weep – there is a solution
– This is often true … our tears are unnecessary
because they’re borne of insufficient knowledge
(Barclay)
REFLECTION: Have you seen or experienced
examples of this in your life?
b. Jesus referred to as the triumphant solution
i.
Lion of Judah (Genesis 49:9)
1. Came to become a messianic title
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2. Perhaps a reference to the image in 2
Esdras 12:31–32
31
“And as for the lion whom you saw
rousing up out of the forest and roaring and
speaking to the eagle and reproving him for
his unrighteousness, and as for all his
words that you have heard, 32 this is the
Messiah whom the Most High has kept until
the end of days, who will arise from the
offspring of David, and will come and speak
with them. He will denounce them for their
ungodliness and for their wickedness, and
will display before them their contemptuous
dealings.”
3. Not the typical Jesus-the-Meek, put away
your swords, love-one-another and even
love your enemies kind of image
ii.

Root of David (Isaiah 11:1–10)

c. Triumph … over what exactly?
i.
Sin
ii.
Death
iii.
The powers of evil

ii.

The Lamb of God (6–7)
– Note the contrast between Lion and Lamb
1. The word John uses (arnion) is used in the New Testament only
here in Revelation
a. John the Baptist’s “Lamb of God,” Peter’s “Blood of the
Lamb,” and even Isaiah’s “Like a lamb to the slaughter” all
use the word amnos.
b. John uses this term 29 times
c. The use of a new term suggests John is showing that this
is a new image of Jesus as the Lamb of God
i.
Has the scars from being slaughtered

ii.

Has seven horns
– Likely a symbol of omnipotence
1. Often symbolized either political or priestly
rule, especially in the book of Danel (7:7–
14, 15–27; 8:3–25) (Elwell)
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2. Sometimes shown as images of power (Dt
33:17; Zech 1:18) and honor (Ps 89:17;
112:9; 148:14)
3. Horns were associated with great warriors
and conquerors in 1 Enoch 90:9

iii.

Has seven eyes
– Likely a symbol of omniscience
1. Eyes are the seven spirits “sent out across
the earth”
2. Borrowed from Zechariah 4:10

2. The centrality of the Lamb
a. The Lamb is revealed in the scene as the central figure
b. The Greek is ambiguous about what is meant by being in
the center of the throne, the four creatures, and the elders

3. The Lamb takes the scroll from the right hand of God (7)
a. The action indicates God’s “seal of approval” on the
worthiness of the Son
b. Symbolizes Jesus’ willingness to do God’s bidding (the
scrolls contain judgments that would come to pass)
c. Reflexive of Revelation 1:1 “The revelation from Jesus
Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what
must soon take place.”

e. The worshipful response (8–14)
i.
The creatures and the elders (8–10)
1. New “details” are given of the elders (and the creatures?) (8)
a. Each has a harp – useful in leading the singing that will
soon take place!

b. Each has a golden bowl of incense that represents the
prayers of the God’s people (cf. Psalm 141:2)
i.
Though there are multiple kinds of prayers, Godtalk is often portrayed in the scriptures as song
(note the 150 psalms!)
ii.
The context suggests that the prayers of the people
are “music to God’s ears”
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c. The creature and elders “fall down” in worship (an
intentional bowing down)

2. A new song (9a)
a. Newness is a common theme in Revelation … new names
(2:17, 3:12), new Jerusalem (3:12, 21:2), new song (5:9;
14:3), new heaven and a new earth (21:1) , and the
promise that God makes all things new (21:5)

b. In Greek, there are two terms of new – neos as in “new in
this point of time, like your new “used car,” and kainos –
new, recently produced, like nothing else before. This is
the “new” of the Revelation

3. First verse (9b–10)
a. Sung by the Elders and Creatures

b. The song begins with the statement that the Lamb is
worthy to (1) take the scroll; and to (2) open the seals

c. The rest of the song describes why the Lamb is worthy
i.
Because of his sacrificial death
1. Not murder, but there was purpose in the
death

2. The blood “purchased” [lit. sale or
transaction] for God peoples from all people
groups
– This creates a number of longstanding theological problems

a. To whom was the blood paid?
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b. Why was a sacrifice necessary at
all?

ii.

Because of the new kingdom and the new priests
1. The world’s people

2. The kingdom is a place on earth

3. The people/priests will reign on the earth
a. Over whom?
b. Doing what?

4. Second Verse (11–12)
a. Sung by the angels
i.
“Many” angels
1. Gk. lit myrias – myriad – 10,000 X 10,000 =
100,000,000
2. May be a reference to Daniel 7:10
3. A figurative term for “innumerable”

ii.

They stand at the perimeter of the throne room (it
must be a VERY large room or angels are VERY
small creatures!)

b. The angels are singing (chanting?) in a loud voice
i.
God appears to appreciate loud music

ii.

Notice the phrase is similar to a toast!

c. The “Worthiness Toast”
i.
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
1. Begins with a “witness” to what they’ve seen
and heard
a. The Lamb in verse 6
b. The sacrifice in 9
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– Reflection Moment: Generally, in
church terminology, a “witness” or
“testimony” tends to mean
something that has happened to the
one testifying … that is, their
salvation experience, etc. How is the
angel’s witness different? What
might that mean for the church
today?

ii.

The sevenfold proclamation – Jesus is worthy to
receive …
1. Power – dunamis (root of dynamite), cf., 1
Cor 1:24
2. Wealth – Jesus makes no promise or call
that he doesn’t have the resources to fulfill
3. Wisdom – cf., 1 Cor 1:24
4. Strength – enough to overcome death, sin,
and the powers of evil
5. Honor – cf., Philippians 4:10–11
6. Glory (cf., John 1:14) – suggests Jesus’
divinity
7. Praise – eulogia (root of eulogy) – the
climactic point of the song!

5. Third Verse (13)
– Again, presented as a toast
– This is the final “Hurrah” before the devastation of the earth
begins in chapter 6. It is a reflection of the ideal, of a
creation that is fully and completely devoted to, and in awe
of, the Godhead.
a. All of creation sings
i.
In heaven
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– What does “every creature” suggest?

ii.

On earth
– See the Song of the Three Young Men in the
Prayer of Azariah 1:28–67 (apocrypha)

iii.

Under the earth
1. Likely a reference to sheol
2. A “new” understanding
a. Sheol was thought of as beyond the
reach of God (Psalm 6:5; 30:9;
88:10–12; Isaiah 38:18)
b. Suggests that the presence and
influence of Christ reaches even to
the kingdom of the dead and “the
chorus of praise rises to him”
(Barclay)

iv.

On the sea
– Note that the sea will NOT have a part in the
new heaven and the new earth (21:1)

v.

All that is in them, that is, in the seas

b. The toast
i.
Worship is extended beyond the Lamb to “Him who
sits on the throne”

ii.

The fourfold proclamation
– In reverse order of the previous verse,
omitting the more temporal attributes of
wealth and strength (perhaps wisdom is
presumed?)
1. Praise
2. Honor
3. Glory
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4. Power

f.

The Final Response (14)
i.
Although “all the people” and all of creation have offered their praise, the
final “Amen” comes from those closest to the throne of God
ii.

Following the Great Amen!, the elders cast themselves to ground to
worship, presumably while the four living creatures continue their watch

VI. The Seven Seals (6:1 – 8:5)
And now, John is shown the beginning of the end. From here through the end of the book,
he will have a front row seat to “the things that must take place.” What follows may seem
violent and contrary to the notion that “God is love,” and yet we must not forget that those
reading this account have been living in a place and time where being a faithful follower of
Jesus Christ was to bring the wrath of the Roman government down upon you. Therefore,
these words would bring comfort to those who read the accounts.
The narrative of the seven seals is a part of a larger whole that spans 6:1 – 18:24 and
describes the great tribulation, a time when God turns his wrath upon the earth, though the
target of that wrath is clearly those who have persecuted God’s people.3 In these chapters,
we’ll witness the breaking of the seven seals, the blast from seven trumpets, and the
pouring out of seven bowls. Some see these three segments as reinterations of the same
period, that is, one set of judgments shown in three different ways. Others see them as
three separate and consecutive times of tribulations.
In general, each of the seven plagues are more intense than the previous one. The three
tribulation accounts hearken back to the plagues of the Exodus, at least in intent and
intensity.
A. The First Four Seals: the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse (6:2–8)
– The imagery of the four horsemen is inspired by Zechariah 6:1–8
a. The first seal (6:1–2)
i.
The Lamb opens the first seal (he truly is worthy!)
ii.
One of the four creatures thunders a summons: “Come!”
3

This is a repeated theme throughout the history of Israel. The nation turns from God. God allows an
adversary to conquer Israel. The people of Israel cry out to God. God raises up a deliverer who
overthrows and punishes “God’s enemy” that had overtaken Israel. Then the nation resides in a time of
peace – and the cycle starts again.
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iii.

A white horse and rider appear
1. Identity of the rider
a. Some claim this is Jesus because of the picture of him on
a white horse, similar to 19:11–12. This is unlikely
because:
i.
In 19, Jesus is seen as the faithful and true, here
he is the bringer of wrath upon earth – the woes
this rider brings is less about victory and more
about vengeance.
ii.
The crown here is a victor’s crown (stephanos),
given to one who has achieved a victory, in
particular a military hero. The crown in 19 is a royal
crown (diadema) which is befitting of the King of
kings.
iii.
It seems unlikely that the creature would be issuing
orders to Jesus.

b. Others claim the horse and rider represent conquest and
war and should not be identified with an individual but an
event or sequence of events
c. Still others claim this is the conquering beast of Daniel
9:26–27, who is a wicked parody of Christ (Rydelnik)

2. The crown and bow
a. Crown: See 1-ii above
b. Bow: Though the bow is generally a weapon of war, John
uses the term toxon, which is the same work used in
Ezekiel 1:27–28 to describe the radiance of the divine like
a rainbow.

3. The horseman’s mission
a. With crown and bow, the rider is sent to conquer
b. The language is more in keeping with being sent on a
quest, but a quest that is bent on destruction

b. The second seal (6:3–4)
i.
The lamb opens the second seal
ii.
The second of the four creatures speaks “Come!”
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iii.

A fiery red horse and rider appears
1. The horse
a. The color description of the horse matches the color of the
great dragon in 12:3
b. The fiery red is the “right color for describing fresh blood
spilled in battle” (Easley)

2. Identity of the rider
– Warfare personified

3. The horseman’s mission
a. To take peace from the earth
– This is not the peace of Christ, but peace as the
absence of war
b. To set “man against man”
i.
The disintegration of all human relationships
(Barclay)
ii.
In the Jewish end-times accounts, nations will rise
against nation, neighbors will rise against neighbor,
cities will rise against cities, kingdoms will rise
against kingdoms, and families will tear themselves
apart (Zechariah 14:13; 2 Esdras 6:24; 2 Baruch
70:2–8, 48:37)
– REFLECTION: How is this similar to our global
situation today? How is it different?

4. The large sword
– Symbolic of the warfare the rider is about to inflict

c. The third seal (6:5–6)
i.
The Lamb opens the third seal
ii.
The third of the four creatures speaks “Come!”
iii.
A black horse and rider appears
1. The unidentified voice speaks
a. From the “midst of the living creatures”
b. Gives the rider his mission
2. Identity of the rider
– Famine personified
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3. The horseman’s mission
a. The mission isn’t instantly identifiable, but seems to call for
a global grain famine
b. Spare the oil and wine
i.
Perhaps because these were commodities of the
wealthy
ii.
Perhaps because they were “well rooted” and
would not be affected by dry conditions that often
caused famines
c. There were grain famines in both Nero’s and Domitian’s
reigns
i.
In Domitian’s reign, there was a severe grain
famine, but an excess of wine. He called for the
destruction of half the vineyards in order to plant
grain, but the outcry was so high from the province
of Asia (where John is writing from) that he
reversed his decision.
ii.
The cost of wheat and barley were high, though not
unobtainable – interesting that the ratio of wheat to
barley costs remained the same

4. The scales
a. The word also means a yoke, as in the kind representing a
burden (slavery in Galatians 5:1 and a burden in Acts
15:10)
b. The scales are used here to weigh out the grain for sale …
it is estimated that the inflation rate was 1000–1500
percent (Easley)
i.
The “measure” is thought to be about a quart,
which is considered the minimum daily need for
basic nutrition
ii.
Some suggest that the cost of oil and wine were
likely already priced above the average person’s
means
– Perhaps the equivalent of “Let them eat
cake”

d. The fourth seal (6:7–8)
i.
The lamb opens the fourth seal
ii.
The fourth of the four creatures speaks “Come!”
iii.
A pale horse and rider appears
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– Pale = ashen, as in the shade one’s face when terrified
1. Identity of the rider
a. The only rider given a name: Death
b. Death is personified several times in the Revelation
c. Death will be destroyed later in the Revelation, but for now
he is released upon the earth

2. Hades follows close behind
a. Hades here, personified, is the repository of the dead
b. The picture is Death as the Grim Reaper mowing people
down and Hades shoveling them up and transporting them
across the River Styx

3. The horseman’s mission
a. To reap (kill) a quarter of the earth
b. The killing methods
i.
Sword (war)
ii.
Famine
iii.
Plague (pestilence)
iv.
By wild beasts
c. The means of death echos God’s threat of punishment
upon the unfaithful in the Old Testament (Leviticus 26:21–
26; Ezekiel 14:21)
Lev 26:21–26
21 “‘If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to
listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven
times over, as your sins deserve. 22 I will send
wild animals against you, and they will rob you of
your children, destroy your cattle and make you so
few in number that your roads will be deserted. 23
“‘If in spite of these things you do not accept my
correction but continue to be hostile toward me, 24
I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict
you for your sins seven times over. 25 And I will
bring the sword on you to avenge the breaking of
the covenant. When you withdraw into your cities, I
will send a plague among you, and you will be
given into enemy hands. 26 When I cut off your
supply of bread, ten women will be able to bake
your bread in one oven, and they will dole out the
bread by weight. You will eat, but you will not be
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satisfied.”

B. The Seal of the Martyrs
a. The fifth seal (6:9–11)
i.
The Lamb opens the fifth seal
ii.
John sees souls of the martyrs
1. Martyred for their association with Christianity as well as their
testimony of faithfulness (probably NOT sacrificing to the emperor,
considered disloyalty to the state)
2. “Beneath the altar” suggests that they are at the foot of the altar
3. The martyrs are, in some ways, the personification of the blood
from the temple altar
a. Leviticus 17:11–14 shows that the “blood is the life”
b. Leviticus 4:7 shows the blood of the life poured out at the
foot of the altar
c. Philippians 2:17 suggests that martyrs were “offerings
poured out to God”
iii.
The martyr’s cry
1. A call for God to judge the inhabitants earth
a. For those who were righteous
b. Against those who were evil
2. A call for God to avenge their death
iv.
The divine response
1. The martyrs were given a white robe
a. Similar to 3:5
b. The robes are likely a symbol of their impending
resurrection
2. The martyrs were told to “rest”
a. A call to let go of their burdens (Matthew 11:28)
b. A metaphor for the sleep of death (Hebrews 4:10–11, cf.
Revelation 14:13)
3. The martyrs’ request was postponed
a. A suggestion of some sort of “quota” is abhorrent, and yet
reflects God’s omniscience … “every hair is counted” …
God knows the full number of those who will lose their lives
for the sake of the faith
b. The end comes after these signs, including the killing of
the faithful
C. The Seal of the Great Quake
a. The sixth seal (6:12–17)
i.
The lamb opens the sixth seal
ii.
The five signs
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– These are signs of the end times from the Old Testament
– Jesus cites these same signs as marks of the end (Matthew 24:29–30;
Mark 13:24–26; Luke 21:25–27)
1. The earthquake (Amos 8:8; Ezekiel 38:19)
– This is more than just an “earth” quake, but includes the
whole cosmos (Joel 2:10; Haggai 2:6)
2. The darkening of the sun and moon (Amos 8:9; Isaiah 13:10;
Ezekiel 32:7)
3. The falling of the stars (1 Enoch 80:5–6; Isaiah 34:4)
4. The rolling up of the heavens (Psalm 102:25–26; Isaiah 34:4)
5. The moving of the hills and islands (Jeremiah 4:24; Nahum 1:5)

iii.

The earthling’s response: fear and hiding
1. John again references the end times from the Old Testament
a. Horror on people’s faces – Isaiah 13:6-8
b. Warriors cry out in fear – Zephaniah 1:14
c. All people tremble – Joel 2:1
d. None can endure it – Joel 2:11
e. The people will hide – Hosea 10:8
2. The fear is universal – all people and all positions are terrified
a. From kings to peons, no one is exempt from the terror
b. Note: This includes Christians, not just pagans/heathens
3. People hide
a. This seems to be a universal response to being “found out”
in our sin
b. We have been trying to hide from God since Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden
4. People call upon the rocks to “hide them”
– Better to be crushed by the rock than to fall into the hands of
the living God (Hebrews 10:31)
5. The source of the universal fear: God and the Wrath of the Lamb
a. A paradox – the Lamb of God is typically pictured as a man
of peace
b. The wrath is visited upon the earth in order to save those
he loves (Barclay)

D. The First Great Interlude (7:1–17)
– The opening of the seals is paused as the Great Tribulation either begins (6:12–
17) or is imminent
a. The interlude’s overarching message
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i.

ii.

iii.

Warning
– There will be a great tribulation that will devastated the earth and its
inhabitants
The Assurance
– Although the faithful will suffer, but they will endure because they
are sealed by God
The Promise
– Once the faithful have passed through this time, they will come to a
time of blessedness with no pain or sorrow, but only peace and
joy.

b. The coming destruction of the winds (1)
i.
The cosmology of Israel is important here
1. The earth was thought to be flat
2. The earth was thought to be square
3. Winds from the North, South, East, and West were considered
favorable
4. Winds on the bias were considered destructive
5. Angels were charged with control of all the forces of nature (Wind
– Revelation 7:1; Fire – Revelation 14:18; The Waters –
Revelation 16:5)

ii.

John sees the angels at the earth’s corners restraining the destructive
winds
– Almost as if the winds are dying to be released and visit the wrath of
God upon the earth
1. Angels regularly are pictured restraining the forces of nature for
the sake of the elect
a. In 1 Enoch 66:1–2, an angel holds back the waters of until
Noah can complete the ark
b. In 2 Baruch 6:4–8, angels of fire hold back the flames that
would destroy the Temple until the sacred vessels could be
removed and hidden from the Babylonian army
2. In the Old Testament, the four winds are seen as God’s servants,
especially the SE wind called a Sirocco.
a. Zechariah 6:1–5, winds like chariots
b. Nahum 1:3, God is seen in the whirlwind
c. Jeremiah 4:13, the winds are God’s chariots

c. The sealing of the servants (2–8)
i.
An angel from the east arrives with the seal of God
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1. The east suggests either the origins of life where the sun rises or
(and?) is reminiscent of the Christ birth narrative when the magi
saw the star rising in the east
2. The seal of God suggests that the angel not only carries the
authority of God, but is likely carrying a message from God

ii.

The angel’s message
1. The message is delivered to the four angels that had the authority
to “harm the land and the sea”
2. “Stop!” at least for now …
3. Delay the destruction until the servants of God had been sealed
a. The seal is placed on the forehead
b. The sealed forehead is reminiscent of the faithful few in
Ezekiel 9:1–4
c. Seals signify either the source of the object (like a
signature to a letter) or possession
d. The sealed servants belonged to God and were under
God’s power and authority (but not necessarily protection!)
e. The seal is described in 14:1 “... the 144,000 who had his
name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.”
– It’s been suggested that the number 777 is the actual
seal, a number suggestive of Jesus and in
opposition to the number of the beast 666 (Rev.
13:18)

iii.

The 144,000
1. The significance of the the number
a. 12 X 12 X 1000 … a perfect square multiplied by a
multitude
b. The number 12 is often indicative of ruling institutions and
leaders
c. The number of the “saved” isn’t a small number, but a
great number
d. Does not signify the total number who are saved … they
will be joined by a great multitude of the saved in 7:9

2. The twelve tribes of Israel
a. Almost certainly does not represent the actual tribes is
suggestive of the church
i.
According to Paul’s writings, not all Jews are
considered a part Israel (Romans 2:28–29; 9:6–7)
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ii.

Christians are considered the “new Israel”
(Galatians 3:29; 6:16)
b. The tribal list
i.
Judah is listed first
1. Replaces Reuben, the oldest who is
typically first
2. Judah is the birth tribe of the messiah

ii.

Dan is omitted completely
1. The tribe of Dan was prophesied to fall by
the wayside (Genesis 49:17)
2. The tribe fell into idolatry regularly (Judges
18:30; 1 Kings 12:29)
3. Traditionally, the tribe of Dan is the source
of the antichrist (Jeremiah 8:16; Hippolytus,
Concerning the Antichrist, 14)

iii.

Manasseh replaces Dan in the list

d. An interlude of worship (9–12)
i.
The multitude of worship leaders (9–10)
1. John sees a great crowd/multitude
a. Uncountable numbers (perhaps the gate is wider and the
way less narrow that some would suppose – but there is
no place for universalism in Revelation. Many are in, but
many more are not.
b. The multitude is diverse and includes people from every
nation, race, ethnicity, and language
c. These are the faithful who were martyred for their faith (14)
i.
According to studies, there is documentation in
excess of 26 million Christian martyrs in the
Twentieth Century (https://bit.ly/3i7QZVp)
ii.
From AD 33 to 1900, there were 14 million
documented martyrs

2. The crowd is jubilant and gathers at the throne
a. White robes were worn by Roman leaders who were
victorious
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ii.

b. Palm branches were used to celebrate victories (2
Maccabees 10:7; Matthew 21:8)
c. The triumphant shout/chant is a cry of victory
i.
Note the victory came at a cost
ii.
The faithful are rarely spared hardships throughout
the scriptures, and almost never in the New
Testament
3. The multitude lead the worship
a. Salvation belongs to God who is enthroned
b. Salvation belongs to the Lamb (who is also enthroned –
5:6)
Worship with angels, elders, and creatures (11–12)
1. The scene of worship appears to be concentric circles around the
throne
a. Angels on the outside
b. The twenty-four elders are next
c. The four creatures are next
d. The closest to the throne are the martyrs
2. Once again, the angels, elders, and creatures cast themselves
down in worship
3. The praise begins with Amen! to the martyr’s worship leading
4. The praise concludes with ascribing attributes to God
a. Praise
b. Glory
c. Wisdom
d. Thanks
e. Honor
f. Power
g. Strength
Reflection: The Song of Angels offers excellent traits to
meditate upon in our own prayer time

e. An elder’s question (13–17)
i.
One of the elders poses a question to John about those in the white
robes: “What are they? and Where did they come from?”

ii.

John professes ignorance
– A rhetorical device
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iii.

The elder’s response
1. These are those who died for the faith
2. These are those who died in THE Great Tribulation
a. Not a general time of trials
b. Trials that are “unequaled in history”
– See Mark 13:19 and Matthew 24:21
c. A specific event in history
d. Again, note that the faithful are NOT spared
3. The robes were washed in the blood of the Lamb
4. White signifies purity and likely reflects Isaiah 1:18

iv.

The martyr’s reward (15–17)
1. Proximity to the throne (Matthew 5:8)
2. Constant service, “day and night” in his Temple
a. Levites and priests served night and day in the Temple (1
Chronicles 9:33)
b. There is no higher honor than to serve in the holy
priesthood

3. God reciprocates by “sheltering them with his presence”
a. A reference to the the shekinah glory of God enveloping
them
b. Similar to God’s presence in the Tabernacle (Exodus
40:34–38) and the first Temple (2 Chronicles 7:1–3)

4. The picture of life in the presence of God
a. No hunger (Matthew 5:6)
b. No thirst (John 6:35)
c. No blistering heat
d. Guidance by the Lamb, the Good Shepherd
i.
God as shepherd is a common OT image: Psalm
23:1; 80:1; Ezekiel 34:23
ii.
The Good Shepherd will lead them to springs of
living water (John 4:14; Psalm 23:2; 36:9)

e. No tears
i.
God doesn’t just bless the physical
ii.
God blesses the spirit – with God there is nothing
we cannot bear (Barclay)
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E. The Seal of Silence, Prayer, and Warning (8:1–5)
a. The Lamb opens the seventh seal with little fanfare

b. The half-hour of silence
i.
No explanation is given for the silence – but it must have been profound
ii.
Two suggested reasons for the silence
1. A moment of preparation for the destruction to come
2. To “honor” the prayers of the saints that are to come (3–4)
– “Even the music of heaven and even the thunder of
revelation are stilled so that God’s ear may catch the
whispered prayer of the humblest of his trusting people”
(R.H. Charles, in Barclay)

c. Introduction to the Angels of Presence and the trumpets (2)
i.
Some commentators suggest the location of this sentence is misplaced
and should be located immediately following verse 5
ii.
The angels are described as those who “Stand in the presence of God” –
thus the “Angels of Presence”
1. The angel’s names
a. Unnamed here
b. Raphael is named in the book of Tobit, Gabriel and
Michael in the Bible, and the others picked up in tradition:
Uriel, Raguel, Sariel, and Remiel

2. Each given a trumpet: OT & NT symbol of God’s intervention in
history
a. First trumpet blast: Exodus 19:16–19 when the Law was
presented to Moses
b. Included since then as a feature of the “Day of the Lord” in
the Old Testament (Isaiah 27:13; Joel 2:1; Zephaniah 1:16;
Zechariah 9:14)
c. Carried over into the New Testament (1 Corinthians 15:52–
53; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Matthew 24:31)

3. Meaning of trumpet blasts
a. Sounding an alarm
b. Fanfare for the arrival of royalty
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c. Summon to battle

d. The golden censer
i.
“Another angel” (not one of the Angels of Presence)
1. Unnamed
2. Traditionally in Jewish thought, Michael brought the prayers of the
people before God
3. Carrying a golden censer as he approaches the altar

ii.

The altar
1. Should not be confused with the sacrificial altar in the 2temple
(there are no animal sacrifices in heaven)
2. Many believe this is the Altar of Incense that was placed just
outside of the Holy of Holies
3. Located here before the great throne
4. Generally considered to carry the prayers of the people to God

iii.

The incense
1. Given “much” incense … indicative of the many prayers of the
persecuted church
2. The incense and the prayers were offered on the altar
– Important to remember that the prayers being offered
include cries for God’s vengeance (6:9–10)
3. The smoke and the prayers “went up before God” – that is, God
was present to them

iv.

The censer
1. Filled with “fire” from the altar (coals, etc.) and casts it to the earth
(same word as casting the crowns or the elders casting
themselves down before the throne)
a. This is probably an indication that the prayers of the
people are being acted upon
b. Vengeance is coming
2. Thunder, rumblings, lightning, and earthquakes follow

F. The First Four Trumpets (8:6–12
– v 6 introduces the sounding of the trumpets
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– The plagues visited upon the earth are reminiscent of the plagues visited upon
Israel and Egypt in the Exodus
a. The sounding of the first trumpet (7)
i.
Hail, fire, and blood appears “in heaven” and is hurled (cast) down to the
earth
ii.
Similar to the seventh plague in Exodus 9:24 – hail and lightning – John
adds the blood detail here
iii.
One-third of the land is affected along with one-third of the trees and all
the rest of vegetation (all grass)
– Perhaps two-thirds of the trees survive because they are deeply
rooted
iv.
Beginning with this plague, all of the earth is being visited by God’s wrath
… Land, Sea, Fresh Waters, and heavens

b. The sounding of the second trumpet (8–9)
i.
“Something like” a mountain afire is cast into the sea
1. In AD 79 Vesuvius erupted and devastated Naples and its harbor.
This may what John is picturing
2. One-third of the sea turns to blood
a. One-third of sea life perishes
b. One-third of all the ships at sea are destroyed
3. Reminiscent of the first plague, but this time visited on the sea

c. The sounding of the third trumpet (10–11)
i.
The flaming star collides with the earth
1. The description suggests a large meteor descending upon the
earth
2. The “star” has a name: Wormwood
a. Wormwood is a generic name for artemisia, a plant known
for its bitterness
b. Ingesting wormwood is not generally fatal, but neither
healthy nor pleasant
c. Wormwood is referred to in the OT as a punishment for
idolatry (Deuteronomy 29:17–18) and as a threat for falling
into idolatry (Jeremiah 9:14–15, 23:15)
3. The star affects one-third of the earth’s fresh waters and “many”
people died from drinking water turned bitter
– Perhaps because they would not or could not drink the
water
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4. There is no Exodus plague cognate for the falling star

ii.

The sounding of the fourth trumpet (12)
1. The dimming of the skies
– The sun, moon, and stars are dimmed by one-third
2. Reminiscent of the ninth plague in Exodus 10:21–23
3. There is no mention of this plague being reversed, as it was after
three days in Exodus

G. The Eagle Interlude (13)
a. The vision of the trumpets pauses
i.
Perhaps a respite
ii.
Perhaps a harbinger of things to come

b. Greek is not definite, but probably “A lone, solitary eagle”
i.
Mid-air is actually “mid-heaven” which is the highest point in the sky, that
is, at “noon” or “directly overhead in the middle of the sky
– Imagine the scene: Empty sky, general silence, and a lone eagle flies
overhead with a woeful warning

ii.

Three woes delivered to all the inhabitants of the earth
1. All means all – the faithful are not being spared
2. A harbinger that suggests the first four angels were light-weights
compared to what’s coming with the next three angels and their
trumpets
3. There is one “woe” for each of the next three trumpets

H. The Three Woes
a. The sounding of the fifth trumpet (9:1–12)
– This is the first of the three woes that the lone eagle announced
i.
The falling star
1. Remember that stars were thought to be heavenly beings
– Some believed that the stars were the angels that had
been cast out of heaven for disobedience (cf. Jude 6–13)
2. Receives the key to open the “shaft of the abyss”
a. The shaft appears to be the passageway from the surface
of earth to the pit below
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b. This act opens the earth to the full terrors of evil – it has
the ring of many modern horror movies and shows (The
Magicians comes immediately to mind).

ii.

The opening of the abyss
1. The billowing smoke
a. Contrast this furnace-like smoke to the smoke from the
table of incense and the prayers of the saints
b. The smoke is an air quality nightmare as it darkens the sun
and the sky … a universal blanket of woe

2. The release of the demonic locust
a. Reflective of Joel 1:7–18
b. The smoke screened the arrival of these amalgamations
i.
Ravenous appetites for destruction like locust
ii.
Tails like scorpions and carrying their poison
iii.
Bodies like war horses
iv.
Bedecked in armor
v.
Human heads with golden crowns (invincibility –
Elwell)
– Interesting in that locust heads have long
been described to be similar to horse’s
heads
vi.
Women’s hair (probably long)
vii.
Lion’s teeth (Joel 1:6)
viii.
Wings

c. The locust’s charge
i.
Not to harm the vegetation (very un-locust like)
ii.
Not to harm those “marked by God”
1. Spared from the locust
2. Not spared from the tribulation and the
devastating effects of the locust
iii.
They are charged with torturing those humans who
have not been marked by God
1. Not allowed to kill them
2. Torture with a poison akin to a scorpion
sting
iv.
The five month limit
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– Probably corresponding to the 5 month dry
season in the Middle East

d. The human response
i.
No repentance
ii.
No crying out for God
iii.
Attempted suicide … but death alludes them

3. The abyss
a. The abyss or bottomless pit is the temporary abode of
demons, fallen angels (if they’re different than demons),
the beast, the false prophet, and Satan

b. The most complete description of the abyss is found in 1
Enoch 18:12–16 and 21 – 23
i.
The books of Enoch were very popular during the
“intertestamental” period
ii.
Jesus, John, and the readers of Revelation would
likely have been very familiar with Enoch and the
description of the underworld

c. The commander is The Angel of the Abyss
i.
Commander means king, literally prince
ii.
Perhaps the prince of darkness (Satan), though not
here specifically named
iii.
Perhaps this is the same angel as the destroying
angel mentioned in 1 Corinthians 10:10
iv.
The angel’s name is offered in both
Hebrew and Greek
1. In other words, THIS is important
2. In Hebrew the name means destruction
3. In Greek the name means destroyer
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iii.

The conclusion and the warning (12)
1. The first woe is past
2. Two more will follow
– The sixth and seventh trumpets

b. The sounding of the sixth trumpet (9:13–11:14)
i.
This is the sixth woe and includes the Angels of Punishment, the Little
Scroll Interlude, and the account of the Two Witnesses

ii.

The sounding draws out a command seemingly from an inanimate object
1. The altar of incense speaks to the sixth angel
2. The altar is described in more detail than earlier
a. The altar is made of gold
b. The altar has four horns (one at each corner)

iii.

The altar’s command to the angel with the sixth trumpet
– “Release the four bound angels at the bound of the Euphrates
River”

iv.

The Four Angels of Punishment (pictured in the Book of Enoch)
1. They’d been bound awaiting this moment in history
a. The impression is that they were “chomping at the bit”
b. Bound at the Euphrates River
i.
Possibly John a reference to the Parthian cavalry,
some of the most dreaded warriors in the world
(Barclay)
ii.
Possibly a reference that the Angels of Punishment
were from the outside, since God gave Abraham
“from the river of Egypt to the great river Euphrates”
(Genesis 15:18)
c. Released at a predetermined time … to the hour

2. Charged with killing one-third of humanity
a. Note the repetitiveness of the “thirds” within the trumpets
(earth burned, sea bloodied, fresh water embittered, skies
darkened)
b. The angels command mounted troops numbering 200million (perhaps a finite number, perhaps means “So many
you really couldn’t count” – or both)
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3. The cavalry
a. Descriptions
i.
The description of the “horses” are somewhat
similar to the leviathan in Job 41:10–34
ii.
There is no description of the riders!

b. The horses
i.
Colorful breastplates (they’re bedecked for war)
ii.
Heads similar to lions
iii.
Mouths similar to dragons
iv.
The horse’s power is in their mouths and tails and
they “inflict injury”
1. Tails like snakes (with heads at the external
ends)
2. Mouths breath plagues

4. The slaughter
a. One third of humanity is slain
b. By “three plagues” of fire, smoke, and sulphur from the
mouths of the mounts

v.

The remaining two-thirds of humanity “Does not repent”
1. The purpose of the plagues: to elicit repentance
a. Repentance is a recurring theme throughout the book
b. Only Philadelphia and Smyrna are not called on to repent
2. Repentance needed for multiple reasons
a. The “work of their hands”
– Ostensibly for creating idols
b. Worshipping demons
i.
Perhaps a reference to angel worship (Colossians
2:18)
c. Worshipping idols
i.
Of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood
ii.
Idols described as mute, blind, and immobile (from
Psalm 135:15–17)
d. Misbehavior: murders, sorcery, sexual immorality, and
thefts
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– Theft is only mentioned here in the Revelation
Reflection: What do you think it would take to get our nation
to repent of its “wickedness”?
vi.

The little scroll interlude (10:1–11)
– Like the interlude within the seals, the trumpets are interrupted at
the penultimate (the one before the last) with an interlude
1. Another mighty angel visits the earth (10:1)
a. Unique description
i.
Robed in clouds
– Clouds are often associated with Jesus
ii.
Bedecked with a rainbow
– Similar to the one over the throne
iii.
Sunlit face
– Similar to Jesus’ face at the transfiguration
(Matthew 17:2)
iv.
Fiery pillars as legs
– Similar to Revelation 1:15
v.
Some suggest that this is a description of Jesus

b. Stands astride the earth with one foot in the seas and the
other on the land
i.
Suggests universal power
ii.
Suggests universal judgment

vii.

The little scroll and the great shout (10:2–4)
1. Likely the scroll with the broken seals (5:1–8:1)

2. The great shout
a. Like the roar of a lion
b. So loud that the voice of the “seven thunders” respond
i.
There is no “seven thunders” cognate, but may
imply “All the thunder”
ii.
Perhaps references Psalm 29:3 and John 12:29
iii.
Apparently the voice of the thunder was intelligible

3. John’s response
a. Begins to write what the thunders said
b. A “voice from heaven” makes a command
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i.
ii.
iii.

viii.

Seal up what the thunders said
Instructed to not record the words
Similar to Daniel 8:26 and 2 Corinthians 12:4

The mighty angel swears an oath (10:5–7)
1. The angel raises his right hand to make his pronouncement
– Similar to Daniel 3:7
2. Swears by the Divine
a. The one who lives forever
b. The one who created the threefold creation
i.
Heaven and that it contains
ii.
Earth and all it contains
iii.
The sea (singular) and all it contains

3. The oath
a. No more delay
b. Seventh trumpet announces that the mystery of God will
be accomplished
c. As announced to the prophets (Amos 3:7)

ix.

The “voice of heaven” speaks to John again (10:8–11)
1. Instructs John to take the scroll
a. Note: He is instructed to “take the scroll,” he is not given
the scroll
b. God’s message is never forced on anyone, we must take it
– it takes an intentional act of will on our part

2. Instructs John to eat the scroll
a. Reminiscent of Ezekiel 3:1–3
b. Like the scroll in Ezekiel, it was sweet to the taste
c. Unlike the scroll in Ezekiel, it was bitter in the stomach

3. The scroll
a. John does as instructed
b. Meaning of the sweet and bitter scroll
i.
John has been given an honorable and honoring
task – to take God’s word to the people
ii.
The message of God foretells doom
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– John knows the full mysteries of God at this point, as
promised in 4:1 … but was not able to share the full
mysteries with his readers – a bitter pill indeed.

4. John is told he will have to continue his prophesying about the
future of the earth

x.

The measuring reed and the two witnesses (11:1–14)
1. The measuring reed (1–2a)
a. John receives a reed apparently the length of a rod (6
cubits or about 9 feet)

b. John is told to measure the temple, the altar, and the
space where the Jewish worshippers met
i.
The speaker is unidentified
ii.
Note, when John wrote this, there was no temple –
it had been destroyed
– This oracle probably refers to the final siege
of Jerusalem and the temple
1. In AD 90 the Zealots would not admit defeat
to the Romans and retreated to the temple
when the army breached Jerusalem’s walls
2. It is possible (likely) that some prophet
suggested that the Zealots would be safe in
the inner temple because God would “never
let the temple fall”
a. Of course the temple DID fall
b. All the Zealots were put to death

iii.

John is likely spiritualizing this measured temple …
the people of God are the living stones (1 Peter
2:5) … the church is the temple of the Lord
(Ephesians 2:20–21)
– The people of faith may be “sealed” and
protected from this woe

iv.

Specifically told to NOT measure the outer court
(the court of the Gentiles)
1. There were 4 courts in the temple
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a.
b.
c.
d.

Court of the Gentiles
Court of the Women
Court of the Israelites
Court of the Priests

2. The “action” in the rest of this section all
takes place in the Gentile court – it has
been “given to the Gentiles” for 42 months
a. 42 months = 1260 days = 3.5 years
= Time, times, and half a time
b. The “Time, times, and half a time”
goes back to Daniel 7:25, 12:7)
i.
Origins: King Antiochus
Epiphanes of Syria tried to
force Greek culture,
language, and worship on
the Jews. This was violently
resisted and there were
many martyrs. Finally, Judas
Maccabaeus and his
followers launched a guerilla
war on the Syrian forces and
drove them out. The temple
was restored and cleansed.
ii.
June 168 – December 165 …
3.5 years
iii.
Celebrated still today during
Hanukkah

c. There is no record here of John measuring the temple

2. The two witnesses (2b–13)
a. Identity of the two witnesses (2b–3)
i.
Not specified
ii.
Law and the Prophets?
iii.
Law and Gospel?
iv.
Jesus and the Church?
v.
Enoch and Elijah
1. Neither “died”
2. The unfolding scene seems to suggest this
as a possibility
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vi.

vii.

3. Early church theologian Tertullian
suggested that Elijah and Enoch were kept
in heaven in order to bring death to the
antichrist
Moses and Elijah?
1. Moses brought plagues on Egypt
2. Elijah called down fire from heaven on the
altar and priest of Baal
3. Consider the transfiguration when Elijah and
Moses
Called the Two Olive Trees and Two Lampstands
1. Zechariah 4:3; 4:11–14
2. “Anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth”

b. The appointing of the witnesses (3–6)
i.
These forerunners to the end were prophesied by
Malachi 3:1; 4:5
ii.
Wore garments representing repentance
iii.
Given gifts to protect themselves from humanity
1. Fire from their mouths
a. This is how those who want to harm
them would die … a conflagration
b. Reminiscent of Elijah
2. Power of the plague
a. Power to create drought, to turn
water to blood, or for any and every
kind of plague
b. Reminiscent of Moses
iv.
Appointed to preach (prophesy) for 1260 days
1. The world hears the gospel one last time
2. God protects the witnesses until their task is
complete
Reflection: What does this say about
God’s plan for your life? What is God
calling you to do/accomplish?

c. The martyrdom of the witnesses (7–10)
i.
After 1260 days of prophesying
1. The beast arises from the abyss
– Generally considered the antichrist
2. Attacks them, overpowers them, kills them
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ii.

Their bodies are left unburied
1. In the unnamed city
a. Figuratively called Sodom and Egypt
i.
Jerusalem is so named in
Isaiah 1:9–10
ii.
Sodom is condemned for its
lack of hospitality – and not
burying the dead is the
height of inhospitality
b. Located where “their” Lord was
crucified
2. Bodies left in the square for 3½ days
a. The bodies are a spectacle
b. There is global viewing of the bodies
c. The world “gloats” over their deaths
… for they believe they have won
d. There is a global celebration of the
witnesses’ death
i.
Because of their prophecy
ii.
Presumably because of their
plagues

d. The witnesses’ resurrection (11–13)
i.
“Breath of God” resurrects them after 3½ days
ii.
They stand on their feet and “terror” strikes those
who see them
– Remember, there’s a global audience
iii.
A “loud voice” summons them to Come Up Here!
1. The speaker is unnamed
2. Similar to the command given to John in 4:1
iv.
The witnesses’ ascension
1. The witnesses ascend to heaven
2. In a cloud is reminiscent of Jesus’
ascension

e. The aftermath
i.
As the witnesses ascend, a severe earthquake
rocks the city
ii.
One-tenth of the city collapses
1. 7000 are killed
2. The remaining 63,000 survivors
a. Were terrified
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b. Gave glory to God
– There is no suggestion of
repentance

c. The sounding of the seventh trumpet (11:15–19)
i.
Officially, this is the start of the “third woe”
1. Some suggest that this woe doesn’t come to an end until the
second coming/rapture in Revelation 20
2. Others see this section as a wrapping up of the woes and a
pronouncement of the coming final victory

ii.

An angel sounds the seventh trumpet (15)
1. The trumpet elicits multiple voices that speak rather than just one
voice
2. The translation of their words are in question because the Greek
is indefinite
a. A pronouncement that the world has been handed over to
God and the Messiah
b. The Greek can just as easily be translated “The kingdom of
the world was the kingdom of the Lord …”
i.
This would indicate that the world has always been
God’s property … but under different
“management”
ii.
A foreshadowing of the Messiah’s victory

3. The elders respond (16–18)
a. This time, the elders were seated on their thrones when
they threw themselves before God and worship
b. The elder’s song
i.
Some suggest this is a foreshadowing, other
suggest that this is an acknowledgement of God’s
intervention
ii.
Begins with Thanksgiving for what is and (perhaps)
what is to come
1. Praise for the eternal God
2. God’s reign has begun
a. Is the seventh trumpet the beginning
of God’s reign?
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b. Or has God’s reign begun with the
visitation of judgment upon the
earth, the rivers, the sea, and the
inhabitants of earth?

iii.

The thanksgiving is followed by an number of
observations
1. The world (nations) are less than ecstatic
that God’s wrath is being visited on the
earth
2. Judgment of the dead is forthcoming (this
clearly is an observation of the future)
3. Rewards are in store for the faithful – and
part of that reward is the judgment visited
upon the wicked
a. Does this include those who were
terrified and gave glory to God
(11:13)?
b. Does this include those who respond
to the gospel (14:7; 15:4; and 19:5)?
c. Does this include those who do not
blaspheme God (16:9)?
– We’re not given specifics and are left
to speculate
4. Special judgment is to be visited on those
who “destroy the earth” (19:2?)

4. The first vision of God’s holy temple (19)
a. The temple opens and John describes what he sees
b. The final location of the Ark of the Covenant is revealed
c. The heavens respond with an outbreak of “weather”
i.
Lightning
ii.
Thunder
iii.
Earthquake (obviously, an exception to the
“weather” phenomenon)
iv.
A severe Hailstorm

d. Many find this a convenient place to divide the book into half …
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I.

Conflict of Evil and the Church (12:1 – 14:20)
– The next few scenes are generally considered an allegory that describes the
spiritual warfare that began at the birth of the Messiah and continues today until the
consummation of history with the ultimate reign of the Lamb.

a. The first sign: a woman not specifically identified (1–2)
i.
The sign appears first in heaven
ii.
The woman is described as radiant: Sun, Moon, and 12 Stars
1. Perhaps contrasted with Babylon in 17:4 who is clothed in purple
with gold and gemstones
2. Some suggest she represents Israel, the origin of the Messiah
3. Others suggest she’s Mary
4. She appears to have a multiplicity of roles … here she is the
mother of the messiah, but in 6ff, she appears to be the church

iii.

Pregnant and in the travails of birth – a birth that is imminent

b. The second sign: An enormous great red dragon (3–6)
i.
This sign also appears first in heaven (3)
ii.
John may have found inspiration here in the Babylonian dragon of chaos
that is described as a “red, gleaming dragon”
iii.
The description is probably suggestive … a part of the allegory
1. Seven heads: likely a reference to the seven kingdoms in 17:10
2. Ten horns: likely the ten kings rom Daniel 7:23–25
3. Seven crowns: lit. seven diadems, or “small crowns” – most
commentators suggest the seven crowns simply represent the
authority
4. In v. 9 identified as Satan himself

iv.

The casting down of the stars (4a)
1. From Daniel 8:10
2. Often considered a metaphor for the angels that were cast out of
heaven when Satan rebelled

v.

The birth-watch (4b)
– The dragon purposes to put an end to the messiah before his birth
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vi.

The birth (5)
1. A son
2. Described as a ruler who will rule with an iron scepter (Psalm 2:9)
3. The messiah

vii.

Divine intervention (6)
1. The child is snatched up to God in heaven and spared from the
wrath of Satan
2. The woman flees to a place in the wilderness prepared for her
a. The wilderness is not a forbidding place in this case
b. She is to be cared for 1260 days (the tribulation)
3. Prior to the destruction of Jerusalem, the church was “warned” by
revelation from the Holy Spirit to escape to the town of Pella in
Perea (Eusebius in The Ecclesiastical History, 3:5) – thus
fulfilling Jesus’ words that the church should “flee to the
mountains” in Matthew 24:16–20. Pella is located at the foothills
rising up from the Jordan river to the mountains in the east

c. The war in heaven (7–9)
i.
This story is similar to the Babylonian fall of Ishtar, the god of the morning
star (cr. Isaiah 14:12) who rebelled in heaven and was cast out
ii.

The timeline of the heavenly war is confusing. In 12:3–4, the dragon
(Satan) leaves heaven and takes a third of the heavenly host
(stars/angels) with him. This appears to be the moment Satan was cast
out of heaven – a post resurrection/ascension event. That said, the war
and the casting out of the dragon is recounted in 12:7 as if he’d never
been cast out before.
1. There appear to be “many” accounts of Satan’s fall from heaven
a. Isaiah 14:12–15
b. Ezekiel 28:15–17
c. Luke 10:18
d. John 12:31
e. Revelation 12:3–4
f. Revelation 12:7–9
2. It is possible that Satan has been thrown from heaven multiple
times

3. It is possible that 12:7–9 is a retelling of 12:3–4
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4. Questions left unanswered:
a. Was Satan cast out pre-historically as Genesis 3:1
suggests? (see also 2 Enoch 29:4–5)
– This could be problematic given the story of Job
b. Are Isaiah and Exekiel’s prophecy applicable to Satan, or
only to earthly satans (or “adversary,” the word used to
ָ most often)
translate the Hebrew שָׂטן
c. Was Satan cast out during Jesus’ earthly ministry … or at
his death?
d. Was Satan overpowered by the works of the Holy Spirit
through the apostles as suggested in Luke 10:18?
e. Was Satan cast out post-ascension as suggested in
Revelation 12:3–4?
f. Is this a prophecy of what is to come?

iii.

The warrior angel Michael takes on the dragon and his minions (7)
1. The only time Michael is named in the Revelation
2. The only other time Michael is named is in Jude 9
3. Some have speculated why Michael leads in this battle rather than
Jesus himself

iv.

The dragon and his angels return the fight, but they lose the war (8)
1. They “lost their place in heaven”
2. The dragon, called “the devil” and named Satan the deceiver and
the ancient serpent (Gen 3:1) is “hurled” or “cast” down to earth
(9)
– Same word as the elders “casting” their crowns down around
the throne … or throwing themselves on the ground in
worship
3. The losing angel army is also cast down to earth

d. The victor’s pronouncement (10–12)
i.
An implication that heaven with a resident antagonist hasn’t been as
much a paradise as we tend to picture (10)
1. The “accuser” (prosecuting attorney) is no longer resident
2. There is no one vying against God and the Messiah for authority
any longer
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ii.

Martyrdom appears to have played a part in Satan’s defeat (11)
1. The antecedent of “They” appears to be the martyrs
2. Satan’s defeat is credited to the Lamb’s sacrifice, the faithful
disciple’s spoken testimony (lit. martyrdom), and their willingness
to die

iii.

Joys and woes (12)
1. The casting out of Satan and his minions is joy-worthy in heaven
2. The arrival of Satan and his minions on earth is a woe be to the
earth
– Other than the woes pronounced for the fall of Babylon
(woes relevant only to those not redeemed), this is the last
“woe” in the Revelation

e. The dragon’s arrival on earth (13–17)
– This passage begins almost as a “Meanwhile, back on earth …”
i.
“When the dragon saw that he’d been hurled to earth” is an odd
construction
1. Almost as if Satan is seeing the event from outside of himself
2. Lit. saw, perceive, became aware of, realized, understood

ii.

The dragon appears to “retaliate” against the woman for her successful
birth (13)
– If the woman represents the church, then the implication may be
that to attack the church is to attack the Messiah himself: Acts 9:4 –
Jesus asks Saul why he persecutes “me,” when in fact, Saul was
persecuting the church

iii.

The woman miraculously escapes with eagle’s wings (14)
1. Eagle’s wings are regularly used as symbols of God’s providential
escape and care (Exodus 19:4; Deuteronomy 32:11; Isaiah 40:31)
2. The woman escapes from the reach of the dragon in the
wilderness at a place prepared for her (see the note on Pella in
12:6)
3. The woman is protected for a period of time (time, times, and half
a time – again as noted in 12:6)
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iv.

The dragon’s flood (15–16)
– The “original” image of the dragon is the dragon of the waters of
chaos, so using water would be a natural “weapon” of choice
1. Although the woman is beyond the reach of the dragon, he
launches an assault using a flood in order to “sweep her away”
(15)
2. Providentially, the earth “opened its mouth” and swallowed the
water, saving the woman from the deluge
3. Again the image of God’s providence in spite of a flood has
significant Old Testament origins (Exodus 14:26–28; Psalm 42:7;
Isaiah 43:2)

v.

The dragon’s wrath on the church (17)
– The dragon turns from the woman and reaches out to attack her
“offspring”
a. Offspring defined as those who “obey” and “hold fast” to
their testimony about Jesus
– NOTE: These are not believers but behavers, i.e.,
disciples, people of The Way
b. The diasporic church that resided outside of Judea

vi.

The Beast from the Sea (13:1–10)
1. While the dragon ponders on the beach … a Sea Beast emerges
2. Identity of the Sea Beast
a. The sea has always represented chaos in Jewish thought
b. Daniel has visions of four wicked creatures arising from the
sea (Daniel 7:1–6)
c. Historically, the Sea Beast has been identified as THE
antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:1–12; 1 John 2:18)
d. Traditionally, the Sea Beast has been identified as
representing Rome during the season of Emperor worship
– See Revelation 17:3, 7–14 for an angelic explanation
that seems clearly to indicate that the beast is a
metaphor for the Roman Empire
i.

ii.

Seven Heads = Seven Roman Caesars who
demanded worship: Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius,
Nero, Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian
Ten Horns = Seven emperors plus the three rulers
who ruled post Nero (Galba, Otho, Vitellius)
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iii.

The wounded to death head represents Nero and
the “Nero Resurrected” incidents

e. Speculation has included any number of confederations
such as the former USSR and more recently the European
Union
f. However, in 13:18 the beast is identified as a particular
person AKA 666 … “for it is the number of a man”

3. The description of the Sea Beast (1–3a)
a. The beast’s heads, horns, and crowns match the
description of the dragon in 12:3
b. There is no mention of what the blasphemous names are
on the heads, but probably they are claims of divinity
i.
Perhaps the “divine” names of the Caesars
ii.
The emperors were called king of kings and lord of
lords, son of God, and the like – these could have
been emblazoned on the heads
c. The leopard, bear, lion description matches three of
Daniel’s four sea beasts, but described here in reverse
order (Daniel 7:1–6)
i.
In Daniel’s vision, the beasts represented historical
empires that came against Judah
ii.
In the Revelation, John incorporates the beasts,
perhaps to suggest a mighty military power or an
alliance of political/military power
d. One head features a non-lethal, fatal wound that had
healed (3)
i.
This is the same construction as the description of
the Lamb in 5:6
ii.
Some suggest this is a reference to Nero and the
rumors of his resurrection following his death
iii.
In any event, the beast seems to be likened to
Christ and his resurrection
4. The Sea Beast’s empowerment (2)
a. The dragon (Satan) gives the beast his power, throne, and
authority
b. Up until this time, the New Testament writings were
unanimous in calling for disciples to support whatever
government ruled – this command seems about to be
nullified
5. The global response (3b–4)
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a. The “whole earth” was filled with wonder
b. The “whole earth” follows (obeys) the beast and its
directives
c. People worship the dragon (because he is the source of
the beast’s authority)
d. People worship the beast and ask “Who is like the beast,
who can wage war against it?”
i.
A perverted reference to Exodus 15:11 “Who is like
our God?”
ii.
There is an air of fatalism in the second question …
“There’s nothing we can do” might carry the sense
of the question
6. The Sea Beast’s War (5–8)
a. The Sea Beast is given a mouth to speak and rule for 42
months (time, times, and half-a time)
i.
There is great power in the words of a charismatic
leader (or a dictator)
ii.
The Sea Beast speaks prideful words,
blasphemies, and slanderous words over God,
God’s name, God’s “dwelling place,” and those who
reside in heaven
b. The Sea Beast’s war authority (7)
i.
Power (authority) given to wage war with God’s
people (the church and the new Israel) and to
conquer them
1. Conquer: To prevail, subdue
2. Conquer: To put to death
ii.
Authority given over all people groups
– Note: there is no need to “conquer” these
people … they have already been subjugated
of their own volition!
c. The global response reiterated (8)
i.
Again, John writes that all inhabitants will worship
the beast …
ii.
EXCEPT for those who are included in the “Lamb’s
Book of Life”
1. This is similar Greek to Revelation 17:8 …
“whose names have not been written in the
book of life from the creation of the world”
2. The names in the Lamb’s Book of Life (and
those NOTE in the book) appear to have
been selected from before the beginning of
the world
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7. The warning to the church (9–10)
a. The oft’ repeated warning to “Pay Attention!” is given in 9
b. The fatalistic question in 13:4 is reiterated here as a pair of
statements (Que sera sera)
i.
Those destined for captivity will go
ii.
Those destined for martyrdom will die
c. The warning in 10b – endurance and faithfulness will be
necessary (again, Christians do not appear to be spared
these persecutions)

vii.

The Beast from the Depths of the Earth (13:11–18)
1. The identity of the Earth Beast is rarely personified
a. Likely the Man of Lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:9–10
b. Appears to serve as a type of John the Baptist to the Sea
Beast
c. John’s description and the ascribed miraculous acts
suggest that the Earth Beast was trying to impersonate or
disguise himself as the Lamb
2. The description of the Earth Beast (11)
a. Two horns like a lamb … probably an attempt to show
similarity to THE Lamb
b. Voice like a dragon (or in this case, THE dragon)
3. The Earth Beast’s authority (12)
a. The Earth Beast exercises the authority of the Sea Beast
similar to an executive assistant
b. The Earth Beast has the power to force “the earth and its
inhabitants” to worship “resurrected” Sea Beast
4. The Earth Beast’s power (13–17)
a. The Earth Beast is able to perform signs and wonders
i.
Fire from heaven like Elijah
ii.
Paul warns the Thessalonians of the deception of
these miracles (2 Thessalonians 2:9–12)
b. The signs and wonders deceive those on the earth
c. The creation of the Sea Beast’s image (14–15)
– Historical Note: according to Josephus in Antiquities
of the Jews (18:8), Caligula intended to have his
statue placed into the Holy of Holies, but he died
before this could be carried out
i.
The Earth Beast causes the image to become
verbally animated
ii.
Worship of the image was demanded
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iii.

Those refusing to worship the image were put to
death
5. The mark of the Sea Beast (16–18)
a. The Earth Beast forced all people or all stature to receive
the mark of the beast
i.
The mark is on the forehead or right hands, similar
to the Jewish phylacteries
ii.
Those who wouldn’t receive the mark could not
engage in commerce
b. The mark is the “name” of the Sea Beast (it’s number)
c. The number is of a man … and is 666 (many MSS read
616)

In his commentary, T. S. Kepler provides us with an example of what ingenuity produced during the Second World
War. Let A = 100, B = 101, C = 102, D = 103 and so on. Then we can make this addition:
H = 107
I

= 108

T = 119
L

= 111

E = 104
R = 117
and the sum is 666! (Barclay)
The chapter itself gives us by far the best clue. There recurs again and again the mention of the head that was
wounded to death and then restored. We have already seen that that head symbolizes the Nero redivivus legend. We
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might well, therefore, act on the assumption that the number has something to do with Nero. Many ancient
manuscripts give the number as 616. If we take Nero in Latin and give it its numerical equivalent, we get:
N = 50
E = 6
R = 500
O = 60
N = 50
The total is 666; and the name can equally well be spelled without the final N, which would give the number 616. In
Hebrew, the letters of Nero Caesar also add up to 666. (Barclay)

f.

The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1–5)
i.
A change of setting (1)
1. John’s imagery shifts from the beast and his minions to another
view (perhaps another shift in time or at least perspective)
2. Mount Zion is another name for Jerusalem
a. This is a contrast between the City of God and the City of
Darkness, i.e., Babylon the Great (Rome)

ii.

The Lamb stands on the Mount of Zion (1)

iii.

The 144,000 accompany the Lamb (1)
1. Presumably two names are written on their foreheads
a. Name of the Lamb
b. Name of the Father
2. The “seal” of God
a. Possibly a seal of ownership (we slaves, after all)
b. Possibly a seal of loyalty (soldiers would sometimes tattoo
or brand themselves with their leader’s name)
c. Possibly a seal of safety (similar to the Mark of Cain)

iv.

The sound (voice) from heaven (2)
1. The Greek word can be translated as sound or voice
2. Speaker is not specified, though God is implied
3. Quality of the sound
a. Roar of rushing water – the power of God
b. Clap of thunder – the voice of God (cf., Psalm 29:3)
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c. Melody of harps – the beauty of God

v.

The song of the 144,000 (3–5)
1. The setting returns to the heavenly realm
2. The chorus sing a “new song”
a. In front of the throne
b. Before the living creatures and the elders

3. The “new song”
a. Unlearnable by any who had NOT been redeemed from
the earth
b. Sung only by the 144,000

4. The description of the 144,000
a. Redeemed from the earth (3)

b. Did not “defile themselves with women” (4a)
i.
Much discussion about what this might mean
ii.
Marriage (and marital relations) are spoken of
highly by both Jesus and Paul
iii.
Virginal – suggests no sexual relations
iv.
Masculine – suggests that the 144,000 are only
men
v.
“Defile” is pejorative – suggesting that even the
marital relationships would (or were) considered
less than optimum
vi.
By the end of the first century, there was a move by
some in the church that deprecated “the flesh,” and
especially marriage.
1. Gnosticism
2. The rise of convents and monasteries and
nearly a millennia later, the rise of celebate
priests

c. Followers of the Lamb (4b)
i.
Similar construction to “follow me” throughout the
Gospels (also see 7:7)
ii.
“Purchased” from mankind
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1. A possible reference to the “elect,” that is,
predestination (cf. 13:8)
2. Offered as first fruits to God and the Lamb
– Metaphorically, the best of the best

iii.

Righteous (5)
1. Free from lies
a. Free from deceit – Psalm 32:2
b. No deceit in their mouths – Isaiah
53:9
2. Without blemish
a. Not “blameless” as is often
translated
b. No blemish
i.
No defects of quality
ii.
Used to describe sacrificial
animals in the Old Testament

g. The Three Angels (6–13)
i.
The heavenly setting seems to continue

ii.

“Another” angel (6–7)
1. Flying mid-air = high in the sky
2. Proclaiming the “Eternal Gospel”
a. Literally “Good News”
i.
Probably should not be equated with the crossresurrection event
ii.
Could well be translated as message from God
b. Two possibilities
i.
Proclamation of the gospel to the world
ii.
Proclamation of the judgment of the world
1. The angel’s words suggest the latter
interpretation
2. Remember, judgment was considered part
and parcel with salvation – especially to the
martyrs
3. The reaping of grain and grapes in 14:14–
20 likely represents both salvation and
judgment
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3. The angel’s words spoken to earth’s remaining inhabitants (7)
a. Fear God
b. Give God glory
c. The hour of judgment has come
i.
This would be “good news” for the oppressed
ii.
Perhaps a harbinger to John the Baptist and Jesus’
proclamation “Kingdom of God has come”
d. Worship the creator

iii.

The second angel (8)
1. Proclaims the fall of “Babylon the Great”
a. Most writers conclude that John is implicating Rome of the
first century
b. Some suggest that it refers to a fallen, apostate Jerusalem
c. Others believe it is representative of the global systems
that work against God and godliness
d. Some believe it is a reference to a rebuilt Babylon in the
Middle East (in some future time)
2. The judgment is because Babylon made “all the nations drink the
maddening wine of her adulteries” (or fornications)
a. The cup of wine imagery is likely reference to Jeremiah
51:7
b. Likely an indictment against the adulteries of emperor
worship

iv.

The third angel (9–12)
1. A second, more descriptive, warning against alignment with the
beast
a. Worship
b. Receiving the mark of the beast

2. Temporal and eternal judgment
a. A temporal judgment: the wine of God’s fury (see 14:18–
20)
b. An eternal judgment
i.
Tormented with burning sulphur, not unlike napalm
ii.
Tormented in the presence of Jesus and the angels
1. See Luke 16:19–31
2. 2 Esdras 7:36
The pit of torment shall appear, and
opposite it shall be the place of rest; and
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iii.
iv.

the furnace of hell shall be disclosed, and
opposite it the paradise of delight.
Eternal torment
No rest

3. The writer’s interpolation – A warning to the people of God …
patient endurance to keep the commandments and to be faithful
(again, a commitment to behavior rather than simple belief)

v.

The voice from heaven speaks again (13)
1. John is specifically commanded to “write this”

2. The message
– Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on
i.
See 1 Thessalonians 4:16
ii.
See 1 Corinthians 15:18
iii.
The point: persevering to the very end

3. The Spirit speaks
a. First time the Holy Spirit speaks
b. “Yes” or “Indeed” indicates a divine Amen!
c. Rest, as opposed to no rest in 11
d. Deeds will follow them, likely means “Their deeds will
speak for them”

h. The Harvest (14–20)
i.
The two harvesters and two messengers
1. The first harvest (14–16)
a. “One like the son of man” seated on a cloud wearing a
gold crown, holding a sharp sickle (14)
i.
Son of man is from Daniel 7:13
ii.
The cloud is reminiscent of Jesus’ ascension into
heaven

b. An angel emerges from the temple (15)
i.
A messenger, not a harvester
ii.
Announces that it is time for “the harvest of the
earth is ripe”
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iii.

1. Reminiscent of John 4:34–35
2. Joel 3:13 and Mark 4:29 both suggest a
more judgmental kind of harvest
Interesting note: The son really doesn’t know the
time and has to be told to take action

c. The son of man swings his sickle and the earth was
harvested (16)
i.
What is included in the first harvest?
ii.
Appears to be a grain harvest
1. Grain in the Gospels is associated with the
faithful
2. This may indicate a harvest of the faithful
– and some have suggested this a
furtherance of widespread martyrdom
iii.
Nothing is said of the fate of the grain

2. The second harvest (17–20)
a. Another angel appears from the temple and carries a sharp
sickle

b. Yet a third angel exits the temple
i.
The angel who is in charge of the altar fire
ii.
The angel calls out to gather the grapes for they
are ripe

c. The angel swings his sickle and the grapes were gathered

d. The fate of the grapes
i.
Thrown into the winepress of God’s wrath
ii.
Note: The winepress is outside of the city where
unclean things were taken and discarded (Leviticus
14:40–45; 1 Kings 21:13)
iii.
Those put to death under God’s wrath are
“trampled” and the blood runs deep
1. 1600 stadia is approximately the length,
North-South of Judea
2. Likely means the nation will be fully judged
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J. The Seven Angels and the Seven Plagues (15:1–8)
a. John introduces another “Miraculous Sign” (1)
i.
Seven angels
ii.
Seven “last plagues”
iii.
Meaning of the sign: “Last” because with these, God’s wrath is complete

b. The martyrs on the seashore (2–4)
i.
John sees an apocalyptic seashore (2)
1. Like a sea of glass – likely perfectly calm
2. BUT burning

ii.

Standing on the shore are those who were “victorious” (lit. “who are
conquering”)
1. Victorious over
a. The beast
b. The image
c. The “number of its name,” the mark of the beast

2. Identity of those on the seashore
a. Martyrs?
– Victorious by holding out through their death
b. Survivors?
– Those who otherwise died during the beast’s reign?
c. Raptured?
i.
Pre-Trib Rapture?
– Seems unlikely that they’d be considered
victorious if they had been spared from the
beast’s reign

ii.

Mid-Trib Rapture
1. This depends on where in the Revelation
the Mid-Trib is marked … if pre-beast, then
same argument as above
2. If 14:16, then this is possible, since they
were faithful “to the end

iii.

Post-Trib Rapture
– Presuming the Tribulation doesn’t end until
post Bowls of Wrath (Rev 16), there is no
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suggestion of a rapture during or after the
final seven plagues

d. A combination of the above?

3. The martyr’s songs (2b–4)
a. Those on the beach are given harps from God
i.
Same instruments that the elders have in 5:8
ii.
See illustration

b. They sing two songs
i.
Song of the Lamb (perhaps the same song as
mentioned in 14:3?)
ii.
Song of Moses (see Exodus 15:2–18)
1. The Revelation version is only similar in
content to the Exodus version in that both
exalt the Lord
2. Both seem to rely heavily on the Psalms
3. This is the only time Moses is mentioned in
the Revelation

c. The song
i.
“Great and marvelous are your deeds” – no parallel
passages
ii.
“Just and true are your ways” – 16:5, 7; 19:2
iii.
“Who will not fear you, Lord?” – a reference to the
eternal gospel in 14:7
iv.
“For you alone are holy” – 16:5
v.
“All nations will come to worship you” – 21:24
(Isaiah 2:2)

4. The seven angels of the temple (5–8)
a. The Temple and the Tabernacle (5)
i.
The Greek here is indefinite, but the word
translated “temple” is better translated as
“sanctuary,” and is probably a reference to the Holy
of Holies
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ii.
iii.

A change of scene: John’s attention returns to
heaven
The scene is of the Tent of Testimony (not of
covenant law as in NIV) with the curtain to the Holy
of Holies opened (though John does not describe it)
1. The Holy of Holies contained the Ark of the
Covenant that housed the tablets of the ten
commandments
2. The location may suggest that God’s law
cannot be flagrantly violated without
consequence

b. Seven angels come out of the Holy place
i.
The angels will bring vengeance upon those who
are left on the earth (those who worshipped the
beast)
ii.
The angels were dressed in shining linen with gold
sashes
1. Perhaps a reference to Ezekiel 9:3–4 or
similar to the Son of Man in Daniel 10:5–6
2. Suggestive of the high priest
3. Suggestion of royalty
4. Regardless, these are angels will carry the
wrath of God to the inhabitants left on the
earth
iii.
One of the living creatures gives each a golden
bowl filled with God’s wrath
– It is possible that these bowls were “filled”
with the wrath of God that poured out from the
winepress in 14:19–20
c. The Holy place was filled with smoke from the glory and
power of God
i.
Smoke in the temple is used to indicate God’s
presence
1. Isaiah 6:4
2. Exodus 40:34–35
3. 1 Kings 8:10–11
ii.
The presence of God prevents any from entering
iii.
R.H. Charles suggests that the temple is closed
and that no prayers from earth shall reach the ears
of God and stop what is about to happen
v
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K. The Bowls of Wrath (16:1–21)
– There are those who see this passage as a parallel to the plagues of the seven
trumpets, and though there are seven plagues in each, and indeed some of the
trumpet plagues are seemingly repeated, there has been much “history” between
then and now. The Dragon, the Sea Beast, and the Beast from the Abyss have all
come upon the scene since then. Indeed, several of the bowls are directed at the
beast while others specifically at the beast’s followers.
(Note: the Beast has power during the 3-½ years of the tribulation per Rev. 13:5,
which end at the second coming of Jesus. Events signaling the end of the 3½
years of tribulation appear to be timed with the 7th Trumpet: Jesus begins His
return (Rev. 11:15-18, 1 Thes. 4:16-17, 1 Cor. 15:51-52), the two witnesses (Mat.
24:14, Rev. 11:3-12) and the saints are “caught up”/raptured (1 Thes. 4:16-17, 1
Cor. 15:51-52), and Israel is completely broken (Dan. 12:7). Thus, I believe that
Rev. 13 is parenthetic and not chronological in the story line, and the Beast is not
“on the scene” after the trumpets but rather during the trumpets. The bowls, I
believe, are poured after the end of the 3½ years. Also, Daniel hints at key events
occurring at 30 and 45 days after the 3½ years: Dan. 12:11-12. “From the time
that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is
set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches
the end of the 1,335 days.” Therefore, it is possible that the Bowls are poured
during these additional days, since there is evidence the 3½ years of tribulation
ends somewhere around Jesus’ return.
As we discussed earlier, these bowls of wrath may well be placed as a continuation
of the seventh trumpet.
a. God’s demand for justice (1)
i.
“A loud voice from the temple” speaks to the seven angels
ii.
Presumably, there is no one in the temple, except for God (15:8); also,
the song of Moses and the Lamb is to God, praising His justice (15:3-4)
iii.
The martyrs’ cry for vengeance is now answered (5th seal, Rev. 6:9–11)
iv.
The angels are commanded to pour out their bowls
v.
God’s wrath appears to be both sure and swift
– The festering sores inflicted with the first bowl and still affecting
people during the pouring out of the fifth bowl (10–11)
vi.
Each angel carries a specific plague
vii.
Each angel is dispatched to a specific place
viii.
The first three bowls parallel the first three trumpets in that they affect in
the same order the earth, the sea, and the fresh water (Ramsey)
ix.
The trumpets are limited in intensity and scope, while the bowls are
greater in intensity and universal
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x.

Biblical pattern is followed: warning, limited judgment, then full judgment

b. Possible timing of the bowls
i.
The “last trumpet” of 1 Cor. 15:52 likely corresponds to the 7th or last
Trumpet of Rev. 11 and parenthetic passage of “reaping” (Rev. 14:14–16)
– “We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”
ii.

Events signaling the end of the 3-1/2 years of tribulation appear to be
timed with the 7th Trumpet:
1. Jesus begins His return (Rev. 11:15-18, 1 Thes. 4:16-17,
1 Cor. 15:51-52)
2. The two witnesses (Mat. 24:14, Rev. 11:3-12) and the saints are
“caught up”/raptured (1 Thes. 4:16-17, 1 Cor. 15:51-52)
3. Israel is completely broken (Dan. 12:7)

iii.

Daniel hints at key events occurring at both 30 and 45 days after the 31/2 years:
1. Dan. 12:11-12. “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished
and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be
1,290 days. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the
end of the 1,335 days.”
2. It is possible the bowls are poured during these additional days,
since there is biblical evidence the 3-1/2 years of tribulation ends
somewhere around Jesus’ return at the 7th trumpet.

iv.

The Day of Trumpets is viewed by many messianic believers to be the
day the Lord returns, one of three fall biblical feasts yet to be fulfilled.
1. The Teruah signal on a shofar gathered people before God for a
holy convocation, as an alarm to prepare for war, or at arrival/
anointing of a king (2 Sam. 15:10, 1 Kings 1:34, 39, 2 Kings 9:13).
2. When the shofar/7th trumpet sounds at the Lord’s return, it will be
a holy gathering of believers to their King when He returns (the
rapture) and a call to war when He prepares to defeat His
enemies (the bowl judgments).

v.

It is also possible that the Bowls may be poured in quick succession
during the 10 Days of Awe – the days between the Day of Trumpets
(when Jesus returns) and the Day of Atonement.

vi.

In Jewish tradition, these days represent a last opportunity to repent and
get one’s name in the Book of Life )before the Day of Atonement) if that
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did not happen on the Day of Trumpets, which is understood in Judaism
as the “Day of Judgment”.

c. The first bowl of wrath (2)
i.
The first angel pours his bowl onto the land
1. Similar to the first trumpet (8:7)
2. There is no indication of the effect of the bowl on the land itself

ii.

Ugly (festering, wicked, harmful) festering (evil, malignant, malevolent)
sores appear ONLY on those who have mark of the beast and on those
who worshipped the image
1. Where are the Christians? Almost certainly removed from the
earth by either death or rapture (14:14–16)
2. These “sores” have a history of being handed out to those who
are disobedient to God (Deuteronomy 28:35) and inflicted by
Satan as a means of torture (Job 2:7)
3. An external skin condition exposed shame of internal ungodly/
rebellious character, marking one as “unclean” (Num. 12, Mat.
11:15)

iii.

The sores are reminiscent of the plague of boils during the Exodus (9:8–
12)

d. The second bowl of wrath (3)
i.
The second angel pours his bowl onto the sea
1. The sea turns into blood like from a dead man
a. A thick coagulation?
b. Like the Red Tide?
c. Blood and carcusses are “unclean” (food supply affected)

2. Similar to the second trumpet (8:8–9), except for cause and effect
a. Cause
i.
Trumpet: A “mountain” or meteor hits the sea
ii.
Bowl: A direct pouring out of God’s wrath

b. Effect
i.
Trumpet: Only ⅓ of the sea life is affected (along
with ⅓ of the merchant mariners)
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ii.

Bowl: Every living creature in the sea dies
– The environmental impact would be the
beginning of the end of all biological life on
earth

e. The third bowl of wrath (4)
i.
The third angel pours his bowl onto the fresh waters
1. The waters turn to blood
2. No specific mention of the effect this has on earth’s inhabitants
3. Now land, sea, and fresh water – the entire earth – is “defiled”
4. Will the blood of God’s enemies (Rev. 14:20, 19:17–18)
cleanse the land (Num. 35:33)? Or is this one reason for
the “new earth” (Rev. 21:1)?

f.

ii.

Similar to the first plague in Exodus 7:20–25
1. Except the Exodus plague only affects the Nile River
2. The Nile plague directly challenged the Nile “god”
3. Likewise, this bowl trumps idolatry: it is God who rules
4. It is the Egyptians who could not drink the water (Ex. 7:21)
5. In Goshen, Moses may have warned the people to prepare

iii.

Similar to the third trumpet (8:10–11)
1. Presumably the waters are poisoned in both accounts
2. Only ⅓ of the earth’s inhabitants are affected (perish) by the
trumpet plague – everyone on earth is affected by the bowl’s
plague, though it may be that Jesus warns/protects Israel

The prelude: A hymn from the Angel of the Waters (5–7)
i.
The prelude is reminiscent of the prelude between the fourth and fifth
trumpets in 8:13
ii.
This angel may or may not be bearer of the third bowl of wrath
– In Hebrew thought, every natural force had a commanding angel:
wind, water, earth, sea, fire, etc.
iii.
The hymn
1. Extols God’s righteous judgment
2. The hymn reflects lex talionis (Exodus 21:24) – eye for an eye
justice
a. Wisdom 11:16 “One is punished by the very things by
which one sins”
b. Similar to Galatians 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot
be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”
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3. The judgment is just because of the way the holy ones of God and
the prophets were treated
a. Some speculate this is retribution for the sins of all
humankind from the death of Abel until now
b. In context, this appears to be focused on the Sea Beast,
the animated Image, and their followers
c. At last, the martyrs’ blood is to be avenged (Rev. 6:9-11)

4. “A voice of the altar…” agrees the judgment is just
a. Perhaps a metaphor for no sacrifice would be accepted
b. Rev. 15:8 – no one can enter the temple to intercede

5. Perhaps this is where Dante picked up his idea for the book
Inferno … hell is taking your sins and dishing it to you in extreme
excess

g. The fourth bowl of wrath (8–9)
i.
The fourth angel pours his bowl onto the sun
ii.

A contrast from the corresponding Exodus plague
1. The Exodus plague
a. The sun darkens for three days (Exodus 10:21–29)
b. No one can see at all
2. The bowl of wrath
a. The sun’s light intensifies
b. Earth’s inhabitants are seared by the heat
c. Not only can everyone see, they clearly see the “cause” of
their discomfort – the God of heaven

iii.

Reminiscent of the first trumpet in scope of the fire hurled upon earth
(8:7)

iv.

Again, a contrast of the fourth trumpet as ⅓ of the heaven’s lights are
dimmed (8:12)
1. A supernatural reversal of the fourth trumpet
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2. Perhaps a taste of the torment of hell (Rev. 20:15)

v.

The response of the earth’s unredeemed
1. They recognize the author of their agony as God
2. Instead of repenting (as some did in 11:13), they curse
(blaspheme) the name of God “who had control over these
plagues”
3. It is the “mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thes. 2:7)

h. The fifth bowl of wrath (10–11)
i.
The fifth angel pours his bowl over antichrist’s kingdom
1. Literal darkness will be over his entire kingdom
2. The reprobate will gnaw their tongues in unending pain, know it is
God’s doing, but they will curse God and not repent
3. With utter darkness, one can imagine the chaos that might ensue

i.

ii.

Similar to the ninth plague in Exodus 10:21–23
1. Much like Pharoah was rendered helpless and groped in the dark,
so will antichrist and his followers
2. Even as Goshen had light, the yet unsaved remnant in Israel may
have light (God will make a distinction, Ex. 8:23)

iii.

Similar to the fourth trumpet (9:12)
1. Only ⅓ of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened,
and only ⅓ of the day and night are without light
2. Thus, people could still manage; however, the total
darkness of the 5th bowl would halt most activities

iv.

Darkness both physical and spiritual
1. Even as Pharaoh continued to willfully harden his heart, God
began to “give him over” to his rebellion (Rom. 1:21-25) with
spiritual darkness, thereby strengthening his resolve to resist God
2. Just as God sealed the 144k sent back to earth to protect them
from deception (Rev. 14:1), spiritual darkness removes
discernment from those with the mark of the beast (T. Bradford)

The sixth bowl of wrath (12–16)
i.
The sixth angel pours his bowl on the Euphrates
1. The riverbed dries, making way for kings from the east
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a. Iraq and Iran are due east of the Euprhates
i.
The location of ancient Babylon, possibly one of
antichrist’s future strongholds, is in Iraq
ii.
This is also where ancient Parthia was located,
an enemy of the Roman Empire
b. Israel/Jerusalem is west of the Euphrates
i.
It’s where Jesus will return and reign
ii.
Zech. 8:3. “I will return to Zion and dwell in
Jerusalem.”
iii.
Commentators generally propose either a “revived
Rome” in Europe as the target of these kings or a
revived “Eastern division” of Rome, which evolved
into the Ottoman Turks/Islamic Caliphate
iv.
Ps. 83:6–8 names the attacking countries: “The
tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, of Moab and the
Hagrites, Byblos, Ammon and Amalek, Philistia,
with the people of Tyre. Even Assyria…
v.
Ezek. 38:1–6 also names those who join antichrist
vi.
These are the descendants of Esau and Ishmael,
ancient enemies of Israel and, by extension, God

2. Demons gather the kings of the earth for war
a. They perform signs to deceive the kings into war
b. The war is against Jesus and His people:
i.
Rev. 17:14. “These will make war with the Lamb…
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings.”
ii.
Rev. 19:19–21. “I saw the beast, the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make
war against Him who sat on the horse and against
His army.”

ii.

Limited similarities to the sixth trumpet (9:13–21)
– 200M troops that release plagues

iii.

The exhortation (15)
1. This speaks to both the suddenness of the end and assurance for
believers (Interpreter’s)
2. It reminds of the danger of compromise that leads to deception –
both the 5th and 6th bowls involve deception
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a. 1 Peter 5:8. “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour.”
b. 2 Thes. 2:9. “He (antichrist) will use all sorts of displays of
power through signs and wonders that serve the lie
(deceive)”
3. Nakedness is the shame of our compromise being exposed

iv.

j.

Armageddon (16)
1. Commentators do not agree on the meaning or location of the
word John specifies is Hebrew, though some suggest it may refer
to “Megiddo,” or “Har Megiddo” (hill country of Megiddo) near the
plain of Jezreel, a location of battle in Joshua, Judges, and Kings.
2. With a variation in spelling (the vowels), it could alternatively mean
“mountain of assembly” – where the kings gather (for battle).
3. Joel 3:1–13. “I will gather all nations and bring them down to the
Valley of Jehoshaphat (Hebrews: God will judge). There I will put
them on trial for what they did to my inheritance, my people
Israel.”

The seventh bowl of wrath (17–21)
i.
The seventh angel pours his bowl in the air
1. The most severe earthquake of all time
a. Islands slip into the sea, mountains and cities crumble
b. The “great city” splits into three parts; since Babylon is
specifically mentioned later, it is likely Jerusalem
2. 100 lb hailstones
a. People respond by cursing God
b. Both this and the earthquake significantly
weaken antichrist’s military capability
3. Similar to the seventh plague in Exodus 9:23–24
a. Though severity and scope are greatly increased
4. Similar to the seventh trumpet (11:15–19)
a. Though again, the magnitude is greatly magnified
5. The Father shouts: “It is done!”
a. Reminiscent of Jesus on the cross, “It is finished!”
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6. Countless prophetic passages speak to the intensity of the rage of
antichrist and his followers against Jesus/Jerusalem and the
fierceness with which Jesus utterly destroys His enemies,
especially during the 6th and 7th bowls:
a. Ps. 2. “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in
vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band
together against the Lord and against his anointed…”
b. Isa 63:1–6. “It was for me (Jesus) the day of vengeance…
I trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I made
them drunk and poured their blood on the ground.”
c. Zech. 12:1–8. “On that day, when all the nations of the
earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an
immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it
will injure themselves… Then the clans of Judah will say in
their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are strong, because
the Lord Almighty is their God.”
d. Zech. 14. “I (God) will gather all the nations to Jerusalem
to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses
ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go
into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from
the city. Then the Lord will go out and fight against those
nations…”
e. Joel 3. “I will gather all nations and bring them down to the
Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will put them on trial for
what they did to my inheritance, my people Israel…”
f. Rev. 19:11–16. “His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his
head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that
no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe
dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The
armies of heaven were following him, riding on white
horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Coming
out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down
the nations.”
7. In the process, the remnant in Israel who (miraculously?) survived
the tribulation will now be saved (physically and spiritually)
a. Dan. 12:7. “It will be for a time, times and half a time.
When the power of the holy people (Jews in Israel at the
end of the 3½ years) has been finally broken, all these
things (events of the tribulation) will be completed.”
b. Jer. 30:7. “How awful that day (Day of the Lord) will be! No
other will be like it. It will be a time of trouble (3½ years) for
Jacob (Israel), but he will be saved out of it (during the
bowls).”
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c. Rom. 11:26. “and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is
written: “The deliverer (Jesus) will come from Zion; he will
turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my
covenant with them when I take away their sins.”
d. Mat. 24:30. “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in
heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn
(either with “godly or worldly sorrow” – 2 Cor. 7:10) when
they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven,
with power and great glory.” (Those with the mark of the
beast will mourn with worldly sorrow. The remaining Jews
will mourn in true repentance, recognizing Jesus as
Messiah and gladly receiving Him.)
L. Judgment of Babylon, “the Prostitute who sits on the Beast” (17:1–18)
– In chapter 16, John records the release of the bowl judgments by seven angels
over antichrist (the beast) and his kingdom, and the Father announced, “It is
done!," meaning the fullness of His wrath has been poured out, ending with a
massive earthquake and 100-lb. hailstones that together cause worldwide
catastrophic destruction of the earth and its cities. In chapter 17, the
announcement of Babylon’s fall back in Rev. 14:8 will now be explained.
i.

A possible (greatly simplified) view of the order of primary Revelation
events:
1. 1st seal: antichrist’s conquest: antichrist not yet revealed; he
makes a peace agreement, allowing 3rd temple to be built and
partners with the harlot religious system, which brings world peace
and prosperity for 3-1/2 years
2. 2nd seal: peace taken: the beast breaks his agreement,
desecrating the temple and turning on the harlot (Rev. 17),
ending world peace and prosperity; he demands worship: take his
mark or you don’t eat; this begins 3-1/2 years of tribulation
(remaining 5 seals and 6 trumpets) during which time the 2
witnesses are on the earth; also, the gentile martyrs and 144k first
fruits of Israel come out of this trouble
3. 7th trumpet: Jesus’ return and the rapture; end of 3-1/2 years of
tribulation
4. Bowls of wrath released over antichrist kingdom, Armageddon
(antichrist/kings of earth war against Jesus/His people), Israel
remnant rescued, and fall of Babylon (Rev. 18)
5. Millennium
6. New earth
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ii.

Before the verse-by-verse study, here are some concepts it will help to
clarify:
1. The woman in Chapter 17 is the great harlot. She likely represents
an end-times religious system so seductive, influential, and
pervasive it will become the global culture.
2. She (the harlot) is called the great city, referring to Babylon;
however, the two are not the same. Babylon is a real physical
place that will literally be destroyed as described in Rev. 18, while
the woman/prostitute is said to be the city metaphorically as the
“religion/culture” she portrays will so completely epitomize the
city’s wickedness.
3. The woman will have a codependent relationship with the
beast/antichrist (Rev. 13). This relationship is described in Rev. 17
as “the harlot sitting on the beast”.
4. The beast will feign loyalty for a time, then will turn on her, declare
himself to be god, and demand worship. Thus, his forced “religiongovernment” will replace her voluntary religion-culture, and the
second beast of Rev. 13, also called the false prophet, will take
her place, thereby forming the unholy, mocking, counterfeit “trinity”
of the dragon, beast, and false prophet during the 3-1/2 years of
tribulation.
5. The harlot/woman is a religion of tolerance (politically correct) and
in many ways more of a culture than a religion; nevertheless,
religion is fitting since most everything we see the dragon,
antichrist, and false prophet do is a blasphemous counterfeit and
mockery of the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.
6. She is being destroyed, orchestrated by God, because she
seduced and deceived people into immorality and idolatry; every
city and every area of life will become polluted by her influence.
The 7th bowl will literally destroy the cities and institutions of the
earth, making way for Jesus to restore all things to God’s ways.
7. “The main message of Revelation 17 is that the harlot system has
seductive power. The nations will love it… There will be economic
prosperity… total rampant immorality. No moral absolutes… all be
under the banner of “God is pleased” and “Isn’t this wonderful?”
There will be a temporary world peace at the same time. Many
people will say, “Maybe this is the thing we have been praying
for.” It is not. It is the counterfeit that will emerge first. The
counterfeit global prosperity, unity of the nations, world peace, and
the counterfeit global justice movement will be led by the harlot
Babylon system. It will include cruel persecution. Though this
religious system will be filled with humanitarian works and having
gold and prosperity, they will be drunk with the blood of the saints.
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They will see the saints as the archenemy of global unity and
prosperity. They will say, “That one group is saying this is of the
devil. Though we have never had world unity at this level, we have
never had world prosperity at this level, and we have never had
more goodness happen, they keep saying it is of the devil. They
are criminals of the state; they are enemies of society.” –Bickle
a. Judgment of the harlot (1)
i.
This may be the 7th angel that released the 7th bowl
ii.
Identification of the harlot
1. Traditionally identified as Rome
2. Many cities in the Old Testament are identified as harlots
a. Nineveh (Nahum 3:4)
b. Tyre (Isaiah 23:16–17)
c. Jerusalem (Isaiah 1:21; Ezekiel 16:15)
3. Current contextualization suggests a new or modern Babylon
iii.
The announcement of Babylon’s fall (14:8) will now be explained
iv.
“Great” – Greek megas: magnitude, size, or impact, not virtue
v.
“Sits on” (influence/authority over) “many waters” – people/nations (16)
1. Ancient Babylon near the Euphrates “sat on” a water system
2. Her (the harlot’s) influence and impact is everywhere
b. No one escapes her seduction and influence (2)
i.
Kings commit adultery with her
1. Adultery is willful: they partner with her for personal gain
2. Unfaithful to God, they turn to wealth/pleasure/power (idolatry)
3. The Greek porneuo includes all illicit sexual activity and
metaphorically can imply idolatry
ii.

People are intoxicated with her wine
1. Deceived by the allusion and seduction of peace and prosperity
2. The Greek methyo means drunken and metaphorically can imply
murderous; believers are martyred under this system (6)
3. Intoxication leads to a loss of inhibition, sound decision-making
capacity, ability to resist temptation (confusion)
a. The Hebrew babel means confusion
i.
God used it to stop men at the Tower of Babel from
“making a name for themselves” (Gen. 11:4)
ii.
God also sent it into the “camp of the enemy” (Ex.
23:27, Dt. 7:23, Josh. 10:10, 1 Sam. 14:20, etc.)
iii.
Now, God allows it to fully play out in the rebellious
b. The harlot will have a “ladder of access/demonic open
heaven” to the demonic realm, enabling greater sin – it’s
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what those at the Tower of Babel sought (babel means
“gate of heaven” in the Babylonian language) –Bickle
– This is not the only time God has intervened to halt
the playing out of the “mystery of lawlessness” in
men before it’s time; He also brought the flood in
Noah’s day and shortened man’s lifespan
Eph. 5:18. “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”
Gal. 5:19–20. “The acts of the flesh are obvious:
sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits
of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you,
as I did before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God.”
Jer. 51:45. “Come out of her, my people! Run for
your lives! Run from the fierce anger of the Lord.”
c. Vision of the prostitute (3–6)
i.
Much of this section is reflective of Ezekiel’s condemnation of Tyre
(Ezekiel 27:1 – 28:19)
ii.
Woman on the scarlet beast (3)
1. The woman described here is the harlot
– Biblically, women are used to describe religious systems
i.
Rev. 2:20. “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she
misleads”
ii.
Rev. 12:1. “A woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on
her head.”
iii.
She is a counterfeit/mockery of the authentic
2. The scarlet beast she sits on is antichrist/the beast (Rev. 13)
a. Seeing the (red) beast is seeing the (red) dragon;
(Jn. 14:9), “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father”
b. “Sitting on” – the beast carries/supports her
3. The beast she sits on is covered with “blasphemous names”
a. Blasphemy means insult; it may be “allah hu akbar” (allah
is greater); in many ways, it’s the ultimate insult –Rood
– 2 Thes. 2:4. “He [antichrist/the beast] sets himself up
in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”
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b. A continued mockery of God; priests wore headbands with
God’s name on them –Bradford
c. Idolatry, anything valued above God, is blasphemous
d. “Names” is plural, suggesting the beast may be covered
with many insults to God, most fundamentally by his
mocking counterfeit
4. Seven heads and ten horns (explained in verses 9–12)
iii.

The woman’s adornment and cup in hand (4)
1. Purple and scarlet – colors of royalty, wealth, prominence
2. Glittering, precious metals – luxurious, ostentatious, indulgent
3. Golden cup: idolatry = spiritual adultery, i.e., the cherishing of
anything above/in place of God, including selfish hedonism
4. This will be the wealthiest and most hedonistic religion ever
5. The cup offers humanitarian service and world peace/tolerance
6. It will seem good, even to believers seduced by its false promises
and seeming fulfillment of things for which they’ve prayed
Mat. 24:24. “For false messiahs and false prophets will appear
and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect.”
2 Tim. 3:1-5. “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last
days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such
people.

iv.

Name on the woman’s forehead (5)
1. Like the saints, she is marked by a name rather than by a “mark,”
such as the beast and his followers are marked
2. The “name” indicating her nature/character, is a mystery
3. Roman harlots wore headbands with their names on them
4. Mother of harlots and abominations of the earth
a. Mothers teach/pass on their character, traits, learning…
b. She has many “children” – those with the mark of the beast
c. The mother of harlots: biblically, the spiritually adulterous/
unfaithful; it’s idolatry for which God often rebuked Israel
d. Here, it may refer to/include apostates:
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i.

ii.

iii.
iv.

2 Thes. 2:3. “that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the man doomed to destruction.”
Rebellion is apostasia (Greek), meaning a falling
away, defection, apostacy, i.e., those who were of
the faith but turned away
A sobering point: many believers will indeed be
seduced and fall away from the faith
Pathway to falling away: “compromise, then
tolerance (the harlot religion people will willingly
participate in), then demon worship (the antichrist
system that replaces the harlot)” –Bickle
Mat. 6:31-32. “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.”

v.

The drunken woman (6)
1. Drunk from the blood of God’s holy people, specifically the martyrs
2. John may be referring to Nero’s terror and persecution of the
Christians in AD 64
a. Incited by the burning of Rome – Nero was largely blamed
because of his love for building projects, it was thought
that he burned Rome so he could rebuild it
b. With the public outcry, he looked for a scapegoat and
blamed the Christians
c. This marked the first great persecution of the church by
Rome
d. The resulting persecution was reported by Tacitus
– (Annals, 15:44): All human efforts, all the lavish gifts
of the emperor [Nero], and the propitiations of gods,
did not banish the sinister belief that the
conflagration was the result of an order.
Consequently to get rid of the report, Nero fastened
the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on
a class hated for their abominations, called
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the
name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
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during the reign of Tiberius, at the hands of one of
our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the
moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first
source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all
things hideous and shameful from every part of the
world find their centre and become popular.
Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who
pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of
the crime of firing the city, as of hatred of mankind.
Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths.
Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by
dogs, and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or
were doomed to the flames and burned, to serve as
a nightly illumination when daylight had expired …
Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme
and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of
compassion, for it was not, as it seemed for the
public good, but to glut one man’s cruelty that they
were being destroyed.

vi.

John’s astonishment at the sight of the woman (6)
1. The Greek thauma means awe, wonder, almost admiration
2. Yet she’s “drunk” over the murder of believers!
a. Intoxicated: increasingly brazen in her murder –Bickle
b. These are the faithful who “did not love their lives so much
as to shrink from death” (12:11)
3. Believers will have few choices: fall away/take the mark of the
beast or be martyred

d. Explanation of the vision (7–12)
i.
The angel’s question and promise to explain (7)
1. “What about this woman impresses you so much that you are
enchanted, if not delighted, in child-like awe of her beauty and
magnificence? Don't be. She's not what you think.” – Bradford
2. Did even John almost get caught up by her seduction?
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ii.

Two kingdom’s contrasted (8)
1. God “who was, who is, and who is to come” is eternal; versus
2. The beast who was, is not now, and will come up from the Abyss
and be destroyed
3. Much like John was nearly bewitched when he saw the woman,
those with the mark will be in awe of the short-lived kingdom
1 Pet. 5:8. “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
Dan. 11:32. “With flattery he (antichrist) will corrupt those who
have violated the covenant (unfaithful), but the people who know
their God will firmly resist him.”

iii.

The seven heads are seven hills and also seven kings (9–10)
1. Rome was built on seven hills, thus traditionally, this indicates that
John is speaking specifically about Rome
2. Hills often represent governments, referring either to a king/leader
representative of the government or the government itself
– Both Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon refer to Babylon
– Like the “White House” means the President (and of course
the White House itself)
3. Commentators have often turned to Dan. 7 to identify the 4
kingdoms leading to the antichrist kingdom, then to Rev. 17 to
identify the 7 kings of that kingdom, where antichrist is the 8th king
4. The first three of Daniel’s beast kingdoms are readily identified:
Babylon, Media-Persia, and then Greece
5. The 4th kingdom is commonly believed to be the Roman Empire,
and the antichrist kingdom to be a revived Rome
a. For those living in John’s day, Rome would have seemed a
reasonable candidate for the antichrist kingdom
b. If the 4th beast is the Roman Empire, one of the emperors
was the 8th king/antichrist (a preterist view)
– Some have imagined a second Nero as antichrist
c. If the 4th beast is the Roman Catholic Church, one of the
popes is the 8th king/antichrist (a futurist/Protestant view)

6. A different view gaining popularity is to understand the 7 kings/
hills as major historical kingdoms/empires in the biblical lands:
a. We know 5 have fallen when John is writing: Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, and Greece
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b. One “is” (during John’s time): Rome
c. The one not yet come: likely the Ottoman Empire/Islamic
Caliphate that arose from the Eastern Division of Rome
– Remains for only a little while (to early 1900s)
d. A proposed 8th empire is a revived Islamic Caliphate
i.
Today, there is a revival of Islamic countries
ii.
Of note, this could explain 13:3 “One of the heads
of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but
the fatal wound had been healed.” (also 13:12) –
a counterfeit death and resurrection

7. Dominion theology (a “spiritual/idealist view)
a. Some propose the seven hills are seven areas of cultural
influence (“kings” ruling over hearts): media, government,
education, economy, religion, entertainment, and family
b. Their “mandate” is for believers to be involved in these
areas to turn cultures/nations to God, culminating in a
restoration of the world without the need for Jesus to
come, judge, and restore – a dangerous, unbiblical view

8. The woman (Babylon) sits on the hills
a. As old as time, she has influenced all of these empires
b. In these troubled times, she will be a formal global religion
c. Rev. 2:20. “Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her
teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality
and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.”
d. A spirit that tempts believers into immorality and idolatry

iv.

The beast and eighth king (11)
1. “Once was, and now is not, is an eighth king”: a reference to
antichrist, the mocking counterfeit of Jesus, who will be destroyed
2. Many scholars point to the rumor of Nero’s resurrection and the
eighth king as proof-positive that John is speaking of the Roman
emperors who persecuted the church, and in particular of Nero as
the beast (see 13:3 for more on Nero’s resurrection)
3. The eighth king belongs to the seven: refers to the hidden spirit
motivating them
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e. The 10 kings (12–14)
i.
Dan. 7:7. “a fourth beast – terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It
had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled
underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts,
and it had ten horns.”
ii.
Likely the kings from the east and others from the 6th bowl (16:12–14)
iii.
Ps. 83:6-8 names 10 countries that are “enemies of God” who come to
attack God’s people and destroy Israel
– In recent time’s past, the European Union was identified as the ten
kingdoms, but this notion has waned over time as the power and
number of the nations in the EU have fluctuated
iv.
Have authority with the beast (for 3-1/2 years); give him their power
v.
United in warring against God (a very powerful demonic unity; recall the
goal of those in ancient Babel), in part by persecuting His people
vi.
Rev. 12:11. “They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to
shrink from death.”
1. It was commonly held that in the end times, the elect would share
the victory of the Lamb
2. Enoch records this several times (1 Enoch 91:12; 96:1; 98:12)
vii.
Rev. 19:15. “Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”

f.

Fate of the harlot (15–18)
i.
Waters (15)
1. Some commentators say these are the people who will join
antichrist’s campaign against the wicked city of Babylon (6th bowl)
2. People groups everywhere under the influence of the prostitute
a. Those who will take the beast’s mark when he takes over
b. He will declare himself god and demand worship
i.
1 Thes. 5:3. “While people are saying, “Peace and
safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly”
(tribulation begins)

ii.

The beast betrays the harlot and destroys her (16–17)
1. In the Old Testament, eating the flesh is an act of “a most savage
and powerful enemy” (Psalm 27:2; Micah 3.3)
2. Burning in fire is reserved as punishment for the most wicked of
sins (Leviticus 20:14 and 21:9)
3. These are words from Ezek. 23, where Israel’s former lovers turn
on her, and God uses them to judge her for playing the harlot
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4. Many commentators do not distinguish the harlot/woman from the
physical city of Babylon and see this as destruction of the city
5. They see God using antichrist and his partners to destroy the antiChristian city of Babylon
6. Rev. 17 may be betrayal of the harlot religious system, whereas
Rev. 18 seems to speak of the physical city’s destruction
– It is possibly two distinct events, where the harlot religious
system is destroyed by antichrist at the beginning of the 3-½
years of tribulation, and the physical city of Babylon is
destroyed by the 7th bowl judgement at the end

iii.

The woman is the great city (18)
1. The harlot’s religious system forms a culture that’s seduced by a
demonic spirit which characterizes a real city: Babylon
2. The fall of the physical city appears to be the topic of Rev. 18
a. It’s heinous crimes and reasons for destruction are detailed

M. Final Judgment of Babylon, Revelation 18
a. Review of Revelation 17: punishment of the harlot/woman on the beast
i.
The harlot (religious/financial system) and Babylon (antichrist’s capital)
are likely a global system including religion, the economy, and politics
ii.

The harlot may be a religion of tolerance without moral absolutes, offering
world peace with prosperity that will seem good to all but the discerning
1. As Dan. 8:12 prophesied and actually happened during the reign
of Antiochus IV, truth will again “be thrown to the ground”
2. We see the seeds of this in our culture and churches today
3. Evolving in stages, it will catch many unaware, and then it will be
too late; it’s much like the proverbial frog boiling in water

iii.

Believers will be under great pressure to conform or be martyred, which
will cause many to fall away from their faith, then take the beast’s mark
1. Indeed, we are under pressure now to compromise: we are
considered judgmental if we don’t wink at immorality
2. Caving to this pressure will make us easy targets for the beast
3. Faithful witnesses who expose the harlot will likely be martyred

iv.

God judges the harlot/woman (17) for seducing the nations into adultery
(idiom for idolatry: serving other gods, self) and every type of immorality
1. She’s also judged for being “drunk with the blood of the saints”
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a. If antichrist’s government is an Islamic Caliphate, the mass
murder of believers will be done using Sharia law
b. This also helps explain why he will turn on the harlot
2. God uses antichrist/his 10 kings to destroy her (Rev. 17:16)
a. Possibly at the beginning of the 3-1/2 years of tribulation,
when antichrist replaces her with his own religion/mark
b. It’s when antichrist desecrates the Temple in Jerusalem,
declares himself to be God, and demands worship
c. Antichrist’s hatred is focused on Jesus/Jerusalem, but he
will attack all religious centers associated with the harlot
v.

God judges Babylon the city (18) for the same reasons
1. Likely during the 7th bowl with earthquake/hail (Rev. 16:17–21)
near the end of the 3-1/2 years of tribulation
2. These events will flatten all cities/infrastructure around the world
connected to Babylon

vi.

Antichrist and his 10-king coalition are judged when God lures them to the
battle of Armageddon initiated at the 6th bowl (Rev. 16:12–16)

vii.

Traditionally, most commentators view the harlot/Babylon as one in the
same: generally, Rome (preterists) or a revived Rome (futurists)

viii.

A good case has been made by Joel Richardson in Mystery Babylon for
the harlot to be Saudi Arabia and city of Babylon to be Mecca
– Perhaps the “tolerant” harlot evolves into the intolerant beast
religion and forced mark, or they are two parts of the same system

b. What we know about Babylon (the city)
i.
The origin of Babylon is the tower of Babel, home of both the first
organized world religion and first organized rebellion against God –Bickle
– Together, Revelation’s harlot (religion/economy) and Babylon
(antichrist capital city) are much like the original in being both a
religious center and a physical city
ii.

Biblical requirements for Babylon –Richardson, Mystery Babylon
1. A literal city
a. Referred to eight times as a city (17:18; 18:10, 16, 18–19,
21)
b. A place that imports goods (18:11-13)
c. Described in ways that suggest a literal geographic
location (17:3; 18:17, 19)
2. “The great city” (17:18; 18:10, 18, 19, 21)
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a. The Greek polis hē megalē – megacity, greatness meaning
size or more likely vast influence
b. So great is Babylon’s influence that kings from all around
the world will be impacted by its fall (18:9)
3. A desert city
– John was taken in the Spirit to a desert to see the harlot/
Babylon’s punishment (17:3)
4. A port/coastal city (18:17–19)
5. A consumer vs. producer city (Rev. 18:11–13)
6. The greatest city of idolatry (17:5)
7. A religious capital and missionary center (17:2, 18:3)
8. A city of excess luxury (17:4, 18:7, 14, 17)
9. A city that seduces with its economic opportunities (17:2, 18:3, 17)
10. A city of slavery (18:11–13)
11. A city that promotes the murder of both Jews and Christians
(12:17, 17:6, 18:20, 24)
12. A city that represents royalty (17:4)
13. A city that is hidden in plain sight (18:7, Is. 47:10)
14. The spiritual and financial capital of Islam
iii.

Various views about who/what Babylon may be –Richardson
1. The Roman Empire (early church)
2. Apostate Jerusalem (mostly preterists, where Revelation’s
prophesy of its fall was fulfilled in 70 AD, though some still see it
as Jerusalem today
3. Islam (Medieval Period)
4. Roman Catholicism (protestants post-Reformation)
5. USA (specifically, NYC)
6. A literal rebuilt Babylon (in Iraq near Baghdad)
7. An interfaith ecumenism/universal faith (apostate church)
8. The Illuminati (secretive occult group seeking power and control,
mostly globalists)
9. Mecca, Saudi Arabia (where Islam started)
(Note how views are greatly influenced by current events, culture,
etc. of each time period; what we think today is no different)

iv.

For those who argue for an Islamic antichrist/revived Islamic Caliphate,
two candidate cities are being discussed for Revelation’s Babylon
1. A rebuilt Babylon located where the original city was in Iraq
a. The location fits most of the geographical “requirements”
b. This is hard to imagine given the wealth and prominence
described for Revelation’s Babylon alongside Iraq today
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2. Mecca, Saudi Arabia, meets all fourteen criteria Richardson
identified

c. Lament over fallen Babylon (1–3)
i.
A high-ranking angel makes the announcement (1)
1. Some commentators suggest this may be Jesus
2. The Greek for illuminated, photizo, means to give light, shine,
even to enlighten as in spiritual illumination or understanding
3. The Greek for splendor, doxa, means glory, dignity, honor, etc.
4. This angel illuminates the earth with the glory of God
a. God is revealed in His acts of judgment –Franzmann
b. The angel’s greatness matches the greatness of his
proclamation –Beasley-Murray
5. The judgment of Babylon, which greatly harmed God’s people,
merits the honor of a glorious angel making this announcement
ii.

The angel’s message (2–3)
1. Babylon’s fall and desolate destiny (2)
a. First announced (14:8)
b. The fall is described at the 7th bowl (16:17-21), the most
severe earthquake/100-lb hailstones, when “God
remembered Babylon … and gave her the cup filled with
the wind of the fury of his wrath” (16:19)
c. “Fallen” is repeated to express finality or severity of the fall
or that Babylon fell twice – possibly for all three reasons
d. What seemed impossible to the people of the earth and
Babylon itself has happened: Babylon is fully destroyed
i.
John’s dirge repeatedly emphasizes this theme
1. The kings, merchants, and sea
captains/sailors can’t believe it: “in one
hour” (10, 17, 19), “in one day” (8)
2. “I sit enthroned as queen. I am not a widow;
I will never mourn” (7)
e. Unclean, impure, detestable, demons – unholy/unworthy
things that God rejects and that cannot be in His presence
f. Only demons, unclean spirits, and scavenger birds eating
the flesh of the dead will remain in antichrist’s capital city
i.
An allusion to the city’s complete desolation
ii.
A reflection of Babylon’s evil nature/character
g. John’s immediate audience would have been at once
amazed and overjoyed at the thought of Rome’s demise
i.
Traditionally, Rome is understood to be Babylon
(preterists) or a revived version of Rome (futurists)
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ii.

Others see a modern financial center (e.g., NYC or
London) a rebuilt Babylon in Iraq, Mecca…

2. Reasons for her fall (3)
a. God can endure no longer her wickedness
b. She has seduced people and world leaders into joining her
“adulteries” (idolatry/spiritual unfaithfulness with excessive
hedonism); merchants are called out as culpable with her
c. Traditional: she has seduced people into emperor worship,
and all world leaders over which she (Rome) has imposed
her sovereignty have participated in the cult – Laymon
d. “Babylon is figuratively called a whore because the Hebrew
thinking is that the unclean whore drags other victims into
her sin and makes them unsuitable for God's Kingdom as
well because her uncleanness is transmitted to her clients”
–Bradford

d. Warning to escape Babylon’s judgment (4–8)
i.
Warning to God’s people (4)
1. While verses 1–3 are past tense (fallen), here’s a warning of a dire
future unless action is taken to flee – before it’s too late
2. First person – God Himself warning “His people”
3. It’s a miracle of God’s grace that some living in this wicked city
can be called His people –Franzmann (post-rapture believers?)
4. God is offering a last chance to the unrepentant –Caird
a. Those who resisted taking the beast’s mark?
5. Quoting Jer. 51:45 “Run for your lives!” (physical and spiritual)
6. It’s the warning of God to His people throughout history to
separate from the idolatry in the culture around us
7. If we fail to “leave” – reject the allure of her wicked ways – we will
both share in her sins and receive her plagues
a. As an all-embracing “religion” void of moral absolutes, the
harlot looks virtuous outwardly, but inside is wicked
Lk. 11:39. “You Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.”
2 Tim 3:1-5. “There will be terrible times in the last days. 2
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4
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treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God – 5 having a form of godliness but
denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.”
8. We have the seeds of Babylon in us when we “tolerate Jezebel”
(2:20), a spirit that is fully expressed in the indulgences and
excesses of Babylon in idolatry and immorality
a. Idolatry and immorality begin with thoughts and actions of
compromise and justification
Is. 5:20. Woe to those who call evil good and good evil,
who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.
Mat. 7:21–23. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will
say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name and in your name drive out demons and in your
name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
9. Come out so there will not be even ten righteous left in the city
who could prevent God’s wrath from being released (Gen. 18:32)
ii.

God has remembered (5)
1. God keeps records, and all will give account for everything
Hosea 13:12. “The guilt of Ephraim is stored up, his sins are kept
on record.”
2. Piled up to heaven; a play on words: Tower of Babel (Gen. 11)
a. The spirit of Babylon has long enticed men to sin

iii.

Call for Babylon’s judgment (6–7)
1. Her punishment (6)
a. Who decrees her punishment and to whom? The voice
continues but now speaks of God in the third person
b. A double portion because she seduced others into her sin
2. Judgment fitting the crime and her boast (7)
a. Torment/sorrow on par with her indulgence (lex talionis)
b. “Sit as a queen…” the epitome of idolatry: materialism and
self-sufficiency (I don’t want or need God)
i.
Based on Is. 47:8–9
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ii.
She’s brazen and quite proud of her lifestyle
c. She unwittingly decrees her own judgement (widow/mourn)
d. In her arrogance she is unaware of the doom awaiting her
iv.

Destroyed “in a day” (8)
1. Plagues: death, mourning, and famine; also, consumption by fire
2. Mourning so painful it is considered a plague in itself?
3. How is destruction in one day possible? Because “mighty is the
Lord who judges her”
4. This theme of sudden destruction runs through the entire song
5. How ironic Babylon’s boast of not being a widow or seeing sorrow
(7), for now these have “come in one day” (8, Is. 47:8–9)
6. What is the means? Two views:
a. Traditional view: God causes the beast/antichrist and ten
kings to turn on the harlot (aka Babylon) (17:16–17)
i.
If the harlot and Babylon are indeed the same, then
antichrist destroys his own capital city, the very
thing that made the kings rich and powerful
ii.
Given the plagues involved, a lengthy attack would
lead to famine, but doesn’t fit “in one day” (8),
though that could be a metaphor for “suddenly”
iii.
But why the betrayal?
1. 17:17, God puts it in their hearts to do so
2. “Maybe for religious reasons. Islam hates
those who don’t follow it” –Bradford
iv.
If the harlot Babylon is Saudi Arabia, it is also for
religious reasons; Muslims hate the Saudis’ for their
wealth, hedonism, and hypocrisy –Richardson
b. Alternate view: If the harlot and Babylon are two parts of a
global system, they may be judged separately
i.
Antichrist/10 kings turn on the harlot (17:16–17)
– Plagues of death, famine, and fire fit well
ii.
The seventh bowl (16:17–21) destroys Babylon
– Destroyed “in a day” makes sense here

e. Threefold woe (dirge) over Babylon’s fall (9–20)
i.
Three groups of mourners: kings, merchants, and sea captains/sailors –
all who benefitted greatly as willing participants in the city’s excessive
idolatry and immorality, and some even in the murder of believers
1. Reminiscent of dirges over Tyre (Is. 23, Ezek. 26:16–17),
Babylon (Is. 13, Jer. 51), and other prophecies of judgment
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2. Babylon’s sins surpassed all others; in John’s song, “he
concentrates into one the prophecies against them all” –BeasleyMurray
3. We should understand the last-days Babylon to be a composite of
the cities for which God’s word prophesies judgment: ancient
Babylon, Rome, Nineveh, Tyre, Edom, Sodom and Gomorrah,
and even Jerusalem –Richardson
ii.

First woe (9–15)
1. Kings of the earth lament (9–10)
a. “Mourn…” the loss of the source of their indulgence
b. “Terrified…” How will we live? Will we share a similar fate?
c. “In one hour…” repeated theme: a swift, sudden demise
d. “Mighty…” the wonder of how such a wealthy and powerful
city could fall so quickly and completely
e. Three views of who the kings who mourn are
i.
All king of the earth mourn the loss
ii.
The mourning kings are antichrist’s 10-king alliance
1. They mourn the destruction they had
caused (17:16–18)
2. God had “put it in their hearts” (17:17) to
destroy the city; the instigating reason may
have been religious
3. Otherwise, why would they kill the “golden
goose”, then grieve over having done so?
iii.
The mourning kings are not the 10 kings closely
aligned with antichrist –Beasley-Murray
1. These other kings mourn the loss of a
mighty city
2. They are subjects of Babylon and had
willingly participated in her idolatry
2. Merchants’ lament (11–15)
a. They mourn the loss of trade/business (11)
b. The cargoes (12–13)
i.
Like the list of trade with Tyre (Ezek. 27:5–24)
ii.
Cargoes include costly luxuries and indulgences,
food and supplies, and slaves
iii.
Rome used slaves to fill its brothels (sex slaves)
and amphitheater (Christians tortured and killed)
iv.
If Rome is a type of Babylon, what human
trafficking might characterize the final Babylon?
c. Merchants’ “epitaph” over Babylon (14–15)
i.
“Gone…” are the things you desire and your beauty
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ii.
iii.
iv.

iii.

“Never to be recovered…” the merchants perceive
the finality of the city’s destruction
“Stand far off…” afraid to be any closer?
“Terrified at her torment…” the seemingly
unshakable “queen” is left desolate, and now what
will they do: their source of wealth is gone forever

Second woe (16–19a)
1. “In one hour…” suddenly, her royal status (purple and scarlet) and
wealth (glittering gold, precious stones) is gone (16–17a)
2. Sea captains’/sailors’ lament (17b–19a)
a. From a great distance, they can see the city is still burning
b. “Was there ever…” they wonder at both the city’s
greatness and stunning fall
c. They mourn the loss of the source of their wealth
d. “In one hour…” both she and they are brought to ruin
e. Similar to seafarers’ lament of Tyre’s fall (Ezek. 27:25–34)
f. The merchants learn too late the emptiness and eternal
sorrow of having lived for temporal pleasure
1 John 2:16-17. “For everything in the world—the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes
not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its
desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives
forever.”

iv.

Third woe (19b)
1. “In one hour…” once again we are reminded of the “fleeting
pleasures of sin” (Heb. 11:25)

v.

A call to rejoice interrupts the dirge (20)
1. A voice – an angel? – calls on heaven and saints, apostles, and
prophets mistreated by Babylon to rejoice (in her destruction)
a. Possibly antiphonal: heaven responds to earth’s despair
b. It may be the angel (3) finishing his proclamation
c. Though not explicitly stated here, Babylon has been
judged for being “drunk with the blood of the saints” (17:6)
d. Babylon with its harlot religion/economy and antichrist
kingdom, all part of a global system, had partnered with the
dragon to execute his rage against God/His people (12:12)
e. The rejoicing is because now this great evil is being judged
f. The martyrs of the fifth seal come to mind (6:9–11)
g. Who are the apostles and prophets? If heaven is called on
to rejoice, could it be believers/martyrs throughout time?
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h. The spirits influencing Babylon are not unique to the city;
they have always mistreated God’s people
i. 20b lit. “God has judged your judgment from her” –Caird
i.
God overturns the sentence Babylon passed on the
saints and imposes it on Babylon
j. John calls the martyrs “witnesses” in Revelation –Caird
i.
Even as Christians testified at their trials before a
Roman judge, the martyrs’ deaths testify in heaven

f.

The finality of Babylon’s doom (21–24)
i.
The violent city’s violent end (21)
1. The stone, a picture of judgment, reminds of Jer. 51:63–64
2. Unlike Jeremiah’s prophecy, this is complete destruction eternally
3. The language of the song paralleling Old Testament prophecies of
judgment demonstrates God’s consistent handling of rebellion
4. No opportunity for repentance; God has judged, and it’s final
Num. 23:19. “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human
being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then
not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”
ii.

iii.

Decree of Babylon’s fate (22–23a)
1. “Never again…” reiterates the finality of this judgment
2. No economy, joy, or light (life); all are gone forever
3. No hope for life to return to “normal” as it did after Babylon’s fall to
Media-Persia (limited judgment); this is it!
Charges against Babylon (23b–24)
1. “Nations were led astray…” an echo of the mighty angel’s charges
against the city (3)
2. “Magic spell…” you misused the blessings of God to seduce and
deceive men; now, those gifts are gone from you forever
3. The Greek pharmakeia for magic spell means medication
(hallucinogens?), sorcery, and witchcraft
a. Things used to trick, control, confuse thinking (babel)
b. Speaks volumes about the wiles of Satan/antichrist
c. Sorcery and witchcraft are among the most contemptible
forms of idolatry
4. The merchants, the “important people” are once again singled out
because with their trade they enabled the city to seduce people
5. “Blood of prophets…”’ – those who were mistreated (20)
a. Possibly those martyred for their witness throughout time
6. “God’s holy people…” again, we think of the martyrs (6:9–11)
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a. Not only does Babylon refuse to worship God, she refuses
to let anyone else do so, murdering them to silence them
7. “All who have been slaughtered on the earth…” – the global
system of Babylon is killing saints all around the world
a. They resisted deception and in dying bore witness to God
b. Again, this killing of God’s people may refer to more than
the last-days Babylon murder spree
c. The spirit that stirs up Babylon to do such great evil has
been in operation throughout time and around the world,
and it has always hated and killed God’s people
d. It includes Jezebel, the harlot, antichrist, etc.
e. “The city of the antichrist fulfills the role of every Babylon of
history, and pays the price for every Babylon.” –BeasleyMurray

N. Revelation 19: Three-part hallelujah and defeat of antichrist
a. Review of chapter 17: punishment of the harlot/woman (religion of tolerance)
i.
At the beginning of the 3-1/2 years of tribulation, the 10 kings most
closely aligned with antichrist turn on the harlot (17:16)
– Antichrist replaces her with his forced religion and mark (13:16)
ii.

Part of Babylon’s system, the harlot’s two great evils are:
1. Deception of “weak” believers into idolatry and immorality (18:23)
Mat. 7:21–23. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of
my Father (obedience) who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in
your name drive out demons and in your name perform many
miracles (operate in the spiritual gifts)?’ 23 Then I will tell them
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”
a. Keys to avoiding deception
i.
Know and obey God’s word
Dan. 11:32. “Those who do wickedly against the
covenant (disobey God’s word/commands) he
(antichrist) shall corrupt with flattery; but the people
who know their God shall be strong, and carry out
great exploits
ii.

Be Berean (test everything against God’s word)
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Acts 17:11. “Now the Berean Jews were of more
noble character than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the message with great eagerness
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.”
iii.

Test every spirit
1 Jn. 4:1. “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, because many false prophets have gone out
into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist,
which you have heard is coming and even now is
already in the world.”
1. Some examples of the antichrist spirit:
a. Jesus not the only way to the Father
b. Every religion prays to the same god
c. Standard of truth is my opinion

2. Persecution (murder) of faithful believers (17:6)
Jn. 16:1–2. “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2
They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming
when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to
God.” (That’s how deceptive the harlot will become!)
iii.

Chapter 18: fall of Babylon
1. Fell at 7th bowl (16:17–21): great earthquake and 100-lb hailstones
2. Occurs at the end of the 3-1/2 years of tribulation, post Jesus’
return and rapture of the saints at 7th trumpet (11:15, 1 Thes. 4:17)

iv.

Chapter 19: Defeat of antichrist
1. A heavenly doxology/prelude sets the tone for Jesus’ victory
2. Jesus alone, followed by a great heavenly entourage, destroys
antichrist and all the kings of the earth who join in the rebellion

b. Introduction
i.
Chapter 19 transitions from earthly woes (18) to heavenly praise
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ii.

Jesus defeats antichrist (19) – last event before Millennium (20)

iii.

The world as we know it now will soon be changed forever

iv.

People everywhere sense the change coming
– Evidence of fear of extinction-level events (ELEs)
a. Examples: changes in the sun, a geomagnetic reversal,
ocean-related events, global warming, volcanoes,
meteors/asteroids, nuclear war…
b. Significant research has been done on ELEs
c. Governments are planning and discussing mitigation
d. There’s a growing interest in “prepping” – building of
underground shelters and wilderness hideouts, hoarding,
etc. – and even in moon travel as a “backup plan”Even
Hollywood gets in on the action with disaster movies

v.

How we carry our hearts in these times matters greatly:
people will either cling to this life or put their hope in God
1 Cor. 7:29-31. “What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is
short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they do not; 30
those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were
not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those
who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this
world in its present form is passing away.”

c. Threefold hallelujah (Heb., “praise God”) (1–10)
i.
In three sections
1. God’s judgments are just (1–3)
2. Heaven agrees (4–5)
3. God reigns on earth (6–10)
ii.

Two themes –Caird
1. Reward of God’s servants (invitation to the Lamb’s wedding)
2. Judgment of the destroyers of the earth

iii.

The entire song is beautifully antiphonal, flowing from the great multitude
to the elders/four creatures and “voice from the throne”

iv.

First hallelujah: righteous judgments bringing salvation (1–3)
1. Roar of a great heavenly multitude (1a)
a. Angels? (5:11, Dan. 7:10, Heb. 12:22) – usually angels are
called “heavenly hosts” (Ps. 103:21, 148:2; Lk. 2:13) or
“multitudes of heaven” (1 kg. 22:19, Neh. 9:6)
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b. Saints/martyrs? (6:9-11, 7:9-11) – “Our God…” more often
said by people vs. angels
2. “Salvation, glory, and power…” (1b)
a. “These three great attributes of God … together constitute
real praise. The salvation of God should awaken the
gratitude of man. The glory of God should awaken the
reverence of man. The power of God is always exercised
in the love of God, and should, therefore, awaken the trust
of man” –Barclay
b. Salvation…
i.
Salvation is both in the cross and God’s judgment,
which avenged martyrs and freed the world of evil
ii.
In many ways, salvation is the theme of Revelation
1. The multitude from the tribulation sing,
“salvation belongs to our God…” (7:9-17)
2. Shortly after the 7th trumpet (11:15), “Now
have come the salvation and the power and
the kingdom of our God” (12:10) is sung
3. God’s judgments are true and just (2a)
a. Echoes song of Moses (15:3), martyrs under altar (16:7)
b. “Judgment …” “a considered decision” –Bradford
c. “Just …” based on God’s “legal system”
i.
God’s legal system/law - requirements for
righteousness as explained in His word
ii.
Allows for substitutionary atonement – animal
sacrifices in OT pointed to Jesus/the cross in NT
iii.
The penalty for idolatry and immorality is death
iv.
God’s punishment of unrepentant Babylon is just
v.
Heaven (courtroom witnesses) agrees: 24 elders/
four living creatures shout, “Amen!” (4)
4. Why God’s judgments are “true and just” in this “court case” (2b)
a. They condemn the harlot who corrupted others
b. They avengance the murder of the saints
5. An eternal memorial (3)
a. The multitude (likely martyrs) again shout hallelujah
b. Smoke from the harlot’s destruction goes up forever
(through the Millennium, perhaps, but not the new earth)
c. It’s a memorial of their avenged blood
i.
The language reminds of prior mentions of Babylon
on fire (17:16, 18:8–9, 18) and Edom’s (Is. 34:9)
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and Sodom and Gomorrah’s demise (Gen. 19)
v.

Second hallelujah (4–5)
1. The 24 elders/four living creatures shout amen in agreement (4)
– Echoes their agreement with the martyrs in Rev. 7:11–12
2. Command to praise God (5)
a. Voice from the throne: usually God, but this is third person;
possibly one of the elders or creatures close to the throne
b. Gk. for fear, phobeo, afraid, in awe of/revere
c. Keep praising – watch and see what God does next!

vi.

Third hallelujah: the crescendo – God will soon reign on earth (6–10)
1. Loud sound coming from heaven (6a)
a. Sound of a great multitude so loud it’s like of the sound of
“the roar of rushing waters” and “loud peals of thunder”
b. Biblically, this is often how the sound of heaven is
described (1:15, 4:5, 8:5, 11:19, 14:2, 16:18)
c. Is heaven’s primary sound the multitudes praising?
2. “Our God reigns…” (6b)
a. God has always reigned, yet He allows the “mystery of
lawlessness” (2 Thes. 2:7) to play out on the earth
b. Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream speaks
of the time when God will take back the earth and reign
Dan. 2: “Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly
of baked clay and partly of iron, so this (the fourth “beast”
kingdom) will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of
the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with
clay. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this
kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 And just
as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people
will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than
iron mixes with clay. 44 “In the time of those kings (10
toes/10 kings), the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another
people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to
an end, but it will itself endure forever. 45 This is the
meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but
not by human hands – a rock that broke the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.”
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i.

ii.

During the Roman Empire (fourth beast), God’s
reign began on earth at Jesus’ first coming, partial
fulfillment of the “rock” breaking the kingdoms
“In the time of those kings…” likely the 10 kings
aligned with antichrist (the 10 toes in the dream),
God’s reign on earth will be complete when He
destroys the harlot Babylon (17–18), then antichrist
and all who follow him (19:11–21)
1. “This kingdom will be partly strong and
partly brittle…” – a reference to division
among the sects of Islam?
2. “The people will be a mixture and will not
remain united…” – per Richardson, “Arab”
means “mixture”

c. This portion of the praise song is “The declaration of the
commencement of the reign of God” –Chilton, Four Views
– What began at the 7th trumpet (11:15–19) is about to
be completed with the defeat of antichrist
d. The multitude perceives what is about to take place (defeat
of antichrist) and shouts, “our Lord God Almighty reigns!”
e. The praise is over Jesus about to reign on earth, not the
destruction of Babylon or antichrist’s imminent destruction
f. As the prayers of the saints (5:8) and cries of the martyrs
(6:10) influence release of God’s judgments, so also praise
seems to send Jesus to His final victory over antichrist
g. Prayer partners with God to release His will on earth; how
profound the Lord’s prayer at this juncture in history: “Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth” (Mt. 6:10)
3. Wedding of the Lamb (7a)
a. The heavenly multitude now exhorts itself, “let’s rejoice!”
because our wedding day has come
b. Futurists: timing is immediately after the rapture (4:1)
4. A ready bride (7b)
a. “Wedding of the Lamb” – a term found nowhere else in
Scripture, though the idea of Christ taking a bride is not
unique … (Mat. 9:15, 22:2, Jn. 3:29) –Gregg
b. Parable of the 10 virgins (Mat. 25:1-13) – the wise are
ready at all times (maintain intimacy with God)
c. Parable of the wedding banquet (Mat. 22:1-14) – those
“chosen” have their priorities in the right order
– Mt. 6:33 “seek first his kingdom and righteousness”
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d. Made herself ready, “purified through tribulation”
– Making herself ready is a prerequisite for the
marriage –Chilton
Dan. 11:35 “Some of the wise will stumble, so that
they may be refined, purified and made spotless until
the time of the end, for it will still come at the
appointed time.
Eph. 5:25–27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with
water through the word, 27 and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”
2 Cor. 11:2–3 “I am jealous for you with a godly
jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ,
so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3
But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the
serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led
astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”
e. Traditional view: Bride is the Church –Ryrie Four Views
i.
Divorce/destruction of harlot in 70 AD (Jerusalem/
Jews who reject Jesus) and marriage of the Church
is seen in this passage (replacement theology)
ii.
“The broken relationship between God and Israel
will be restored, and God will take back his
adulterous wife of the Old Testament ‘in the day of
her national repentance when the Lord comes’”
iii.
“Redeemed Israel will remain eternally separate
from the Church … the Bride”
f. Rev. 21:9-26: the bride is Jerusalem/its inhabitants
i.
God’s word frequently calls Jerusalem (Israel/Jews)
a harlot (an unfaithful bride)
ii.
In the battle about to take place (19:19–21), Jesus
is in Israel (Zech. 14, Joel 3), where He will rescue
His Bride (Jerusalem/Jews) by defeating antichrist
iii.
All Israel will repent and be saved (Rom. 11:25–27)
iv.
Gentiles are grafted into the blessing of being part
of the Bride (Rom. 11:17)
v.
Jews and Gentiles are one in Jesus (Eph. 2:11–18)
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5. “Fine linen” represents righteous acts, purity (8)
6. “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper” (9a)
a. “These are the friends of the Bridegroom (Jn. 3:29) … not
the bride and … not unsaved people, so they must be
redeemed people who are not members of the church, the
body of Christ” –Ryrie, Four Views
b. They are “saints of past and future ages”; God’s divine
purpose and how He treats saints at various times is not
the same –Walvoord, Four Views
c. Many see the Bride and the guests as the same people;
first they marry, then they celebrate
d. Mat. 26:29 “I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the
vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you
in my Father’s kingdom.”
– The next time will be at His wedding supper
7. Jewish betrothal/marriage customs
a. Bride price: Jesus purchases His bride with His life (5:9,
1 Cor. 6:19–20)
b. Marriage covenant/contract/betrothal agreement (a
powerful prenuptials agreement:
At Mt. Sinai, the “contract” was read (Ex. 20–24) and vows
were exchanged (Ex 24:3) [God’s law is written on our
hearts (Heb. 8:10), summed up in love God, love others
(Lk. 10:27), new covenant post-cross (Heb. 8:13)]
c. Groom prepares a place for his bride at his father’s house
before going to get her: Jesus went to prepare a place for
us in His Father’s house and will come for us (Jn. 14: 2–3)
d. Before the ceremony, the bride goes through a ritual
cleansing: we are purified by the refiner’s fire (Mal. 3:2) –
persecution throughout the ages
e. Bride doesn’t know when the groom will come; she’s
forewarned of his arrival by a trumpet blast: no one knows
when Jesus will come (Mat. 24:36–37), but His arrival will
be announced by the 7th trumpet (1 Thes. 4:16–17)
f. A wedding feast is celebrated with friends (Jn. 3:29): Jesus
told parables about weddings, where guests were either
distracted or not ready; the consequences were serious
8. “True words of God” (9b)
– Don’t doubt or minimize the extraordinary blessing of being
invited to the Lamb’s wedding
9. “I fell at his feet to worship him” (10a)
– The significance of John’s revelation experience inclined him
to worship the angel, the very idolatry against which The
Revelation contends –Caird
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10. “Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus” (10b)
a. “The study of prophecy should witness to Jesus” –Ryrie
b. The witness of Jesus’ life to God’s master plan –Caird
c. “The testimony borne by Jesus is the concern or burden of
the Spirit who inspires prophecy” –Beasley-Murray
d. “The realization of the Gospel of salvation through Yeshua
is the overriding intent and real meaning behind all biblical
prophecy” –Bradford

d. The heavenly warrior defeats the beast (11–21)
i.
Rider on the white horse (11–16)
1. Preterist view: this is not the second coming; it’s “continuing
warfare of the church through the proclamation of the gospel
following the fall of Babylon”; the beast and false prophet – the
“contemporary Roman world empire/apostate Jerusalem and its
religious agent – are judged –Gregg
a. It’s not a physical coming; Christ doesn’t return (or ascend)
on a horse and also, the conflict is spiritual, not physical
b. It’s a battle waged and won on the word of God
c. Dominion theology – church eventually wins all the nations
2. Futurist view: the beast and false prophet are captured (literal),
and the rest of antichrist’s followers are killed (19:11–21)
– Antichrist is connected to Babylon: ancient Babylon/ancient
Rome revived in the last days, possibly the Roman Catholic
Church or some apostate world council of churches – now
defeated
3. “Heaven standing open…” signals a new “scene” (11a)
– What John sees in the heavenly scene is prophetic imagery
symbolic of what is about to take place on earth
4. White horse (11b)
a. Not the Rev. 6 horse; white represents purity and victory
b. The rider is Jesus the Lion conqueror, not the sacrificial
Lamb, executing righteous judgment based on God’s law,
the essence of “just and true”
5. “With justice he judges and wages war” (11c)
a. God lures antichrist’s army to “valley of judgment” (Joel 3)
b. A legal battle like Michael vs. Satan (12:7–12) –Caird
– The law applied will be God’s word/His commands
6. “Eyes were like blazing fire” (1:14, 2 Thes. 1:7) (12a)
7. Many crowns (12b)
– Rule of the world has been transferred to Jesus –Caird
8. A name “no one knows but He Himself” – it’s a mystery (12c)
a. Jesus to reveal an unknown side of Himself –Bradford
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b. His name (nature) and relationship to God and humanity
“transcend all human understanding” –Beasley-Murray
9. “A robe dipped in blood” (13a)
a. Some suggest this is Jesus’ own sacrificial blood
b. Most view it as fulfillment of Is. 63:1-4 – the victor’s
garments are stained with the blood of those He’s trampled
in His fury on the day of vengeance
10. “His name is the Word of God” (13b)
a. Identifies the rider as Jesus (Jn. 1:1)
b. “Sharper than any double-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12)
11. “The armies of heaven” (14)
a. Angels dressed for “a joyful occasion” (wedding feast); no
armor needed to witness Jesus’ victory –Beasley-Murray
b. The phrase would normally imply angels, but “dressed in
fine linen” typically refers to saints who have been purified
c. Thus, commentators are divided on who is with Jesus
d. They are likewise divided as to whether this picture of
armies on white horses is literal or figurative
e. Martyrs who witness what will happen on earth
12. “Coming out of His mouth is a sharp sword” (15a)
a. The “lethal power of His word of judgment” –Gregg
b. “Unyielding righteous standards of His gov.” –Walvoord
c. God’s word/commands (Eph. 6:17, Heb. 4:12, Jn. 14:15)
used to judge, much like in a court of law (God’s court)
13. “Rule them with an iron scepter” (Ps. 2:9) (15b)
a. Gr. for “rule” is poimaino, meaning tending a flock
b. Iron is unyielding; Jesus will not be winking at sin
c. His kingdom will be ruled by God’s law from His word
d. Mat. 5:17–18. “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law
or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18
For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass
away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled”
14. “He treads the winepress” (15c)
a. Is. 63:1–6. “It was for me the day of vengeance … I
(Jesus) trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I
made them drunk and poured their blood on the ground.”
b. It is similar to the picture of harvesting in 14:18–20
15. “On his robe and on his thigh” (16a)
– Where the sword hung, the weapon of victory –Caird
16. “King of kings and Lord of Lords” (16b)
– No one will wonder who the rider on the white horse is
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ii.

A call to the scavenger birds to “eat the flesh” (17–18)
1. They will clean up the earth from rotting flesh
2. No status exemption; people great and small will be killed
3. Flesh eaten by scavenger birds is one of the curses that comes
upon people for disobeying God’s commands (Dt. 28:26, 49)
4. This “feast” is a contrast to the Lamb’s wedding feast –Gregg
5. Mid-air birds include eagles; this may signal the third woe, not
clearly identified by John, unlike the first two, the 5th trumpet and
2 witnesses/severe earthquake, respectively (9:12, 11:14) –Caird

iii.

Antichrist and the kings of the earth gather for war (19)
1. It’s the battle of Armageddon, initiated at the 6th bowl (16:12–16)
2. It’s when Jesus rescues His people in Israel who have survived
the 3-1/2 years of tribulation; their eyes are now unveiled
– Zech. 14:1-5 says Jesus creates a valley in the Mount of
Olives through which the Jews escape, while He fights the
nations who have come against them (and Him)
3. It’s fought in the Jezreel valley; many prophecies have been
written about this great event when Jesus retakes the earth
a. Joel 3. “I will gather all nations and bring them down to the
Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will put them on trial for
what they did to my inheritance, my people Israel…”
b. Zech. 14. “I (God) will gather all the nations to Jerusalem
to fight against it; the city will be captured ... Then the Lord
will go out and fight against those nations”
c. Ps. 2. “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in
vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band
together against the Lord and against his anointed”
d. Isa 63:1–6. “It was for me (Jesus) the day of vengeance …
I trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I made
them drunk and poured their blood on the ground.”
e. Zech. 12:1–8. “On that day, when all the nations of the
earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an
immovable rock for all the nations”
4. Some commentators view the battle of Ezek. 38-39 (Gog and
Magog) as the battle of Armageddon, while others see this as
occurring after the Millennium (20:7–10)

iv.

The beast and false prophet are captured (20–21)
1. There is no description of a lengthy battle
2. The beast and false prophet are not killed; they are thrown into the
fiery lake of burning sulfur – ever suffering, yet not dying (20)

149

– The punishment is just because they deceived others
3. “Killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider” (21)
a. God’s word/commands (Eph. 6:17, Heb. 4:12, Jn. 14:15),
judge them guilty, much like in a court of law (God’s court)
b. Penalty is death (Rom. 6:23) by plague (Zech. 14:12–14)
c. Zech. 14:12-14 describes a flesh-melting plague and panic
causing antichrist’s army to turn on and kill each other
d. Much like Babylon, antichrist will fall in one day (Zech 14)
4. With the 7th bowl, the Father shouted, “It is done!” (16:17); here we
see it is so – this final act of God ends the reign of evil on earth
5. As Jesus takes over rule of the earth, the Millennium begins (20)

O. Chapter 20: The Millennium, judgment of Satan, and judgment of the dead
a. Introduction
i.
With the harlot Babylon destroyed (17–18) and antichrist removed (19),
Jesus now reigns without opposition on the earth from Jerusalem
ii.

Chapter 20 called, “the most controversial chapter in the Bible” –Gregg
1. Three primary Millennial views
2. Various views of resurrection and judgment of the dead
3. Which view(s) one takes greatly impacts understanding of events

iii.

Three primary views of the Millennium
1. Postmillennialism (preterists) – Jesus returns after the Millennium
a. Millennial Kingdom established through evangelism
b. The world will become “Christianized” and ultimately
governed by Christians and God’s laws/word
c. Establishes a time of peace on earth before Jesus returns
d. A modern version of this is dominion theology
e. With time, given the increasingly wicked condition of the
world, this view is not held by many today
2. Amillennialism (idealists) – a spiritualized view
a. A symbolic 1,000 years (duration not literal) – the time
between Jesus’ first and second coming
b. Supported by ideas such as, “only Rev. 20:4–6 in all the
Bible speak to a (literal) 1,000-year interim reign between
earthly life and heaven” –Franzmann
c. Similar to postmillennialism in that Jesus is not involved in
a literal sense; He’s not here on the earth
d. Belief that Satan was bound (2) at Jesus’ 1st coming
e. A very large part of the church adheres to this view,
including Catholicism and mainline Protestant churches
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f. Idealists take a spiritual vs. literal view of Revelation
3. Premillennialism (futurists) – Jesus returns before the Millennium
a. A literal 1,000 years of world peace and justice
b. Jesus along with the saints will rule over believers and
nonbelievers alike
c. Satan is released briefly at the end and deceives people
into rebellion before his final judgment
4. One’s view depends on how key passages are interpreted
Is. 9:6-7. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders ... Of the greatness of his
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.”
Mt. 6:10. “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.”
iv.

The Millennium is about restoring what God started in the Garden of Eden
1. Adam’s charge to care for the earth was about preparing for
“heaven (supernatural) to merge with earth (natural)
a. The “dilemma”: to fully choose God who transcends our
ability to fully know Him/His “mysterious nature”
b. Jesus became the bridge by which to know God
c. He restored man; now He restores His creation
d. He is conforming everything to His image –Sliker
Acts 3:21. “Heaven must receive him (Jesus) until the time
comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long
ago through his holy prophets.”
Phil. 21. “(Jesus) will transform our lowly bodies so that
they will be like his glorious body.”
1 Jn. 3:2. “What we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is.”

v.

Restoration will be a process over time (up to 1,000 years?)
1. During the Millennium, it is a transitional time – it’s still the natural
earth, yet restoration under Jesus’ leadership is happening
2. Evangelism and discipleship will continue – focused on those who
resisted antichrist and many people born during the 1,000 years
3. Sin will be greatly limited and discouraged
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a. Satan is bound and cannot deceive
b. Jesus’ “iron scepter” will be a great deterrent
c. Rain withheld for disobedience (Zech. 14:16–19)
4. What we carry now (time in prayer, knowledge of His word, using
our gifts) will be what we have in that day to support Jesus’ work
a. Our faithfulness in this life will determine our role during
the Millennium, an idea that Scripture seems to support
Mt. 25:21. “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things.”
1 Cor. 15:41–42. “The sun has one kind of splendor, the
moon another and the stars another; and star differs from
star in splendor. So will it be with the resurrection of the
dead.”
vi.

Jesus establishes a global government in Jerusalem (Is. 2:1–5, 24:23)
1. The Lord’s prayer is answered: Mat. 6:10 “Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
2. Antichrist’s kingdom was the counterfeit of this government
3. It will be a just kingdom operating on God’s law from His word
4. The saints will reign with Jesus (20:4, 6; Dan. 7:22, 27)
5. The kings of the earth will be required annually (Feast of
Tabernacles) to worship Jesus in Jerusalem (Zech. 14:16–19)
6. Many will go to Jerusalem to learn from Jesus (Is. 2:1–4)
Is. 24:23. “For the Lord Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem.”
Dan. 7:27. “Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the
kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the holy people of
the Most High.”
Hab. 2:14. “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

b. The 1,000 years (1–7)
i.
Satan bound 1,000 years (1–3)
1. Postmillennial
a. Evangelism/conversion of sinners effectively binds the
dragon during the Millennium, making way for Jesus’ return
i.
Antichrist’s capture (19:20) was at Rome’s fall
ii.
The dragon is bound (20:2) after the Millennium
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2. Premillennial
a. “An angel…” (1a)
i.
A nameless angel; no high rank needed to subdue
the dragon when God says so – Beasley-Murray
ii.
Possibly Michael, who subdued the dragon earlier,
removing him from heaven (12:7–9) or the angel
from the 5th trumpet (9:1–2) who fell from heaven
and opened the Abyss
b. “The Abyss…” (1b)
i.
Where demons were punished – Franzmann
ii.
Perhaps where they are restrained; punishment
seems to be the lake of burning sulfur (10)
c. “Great chain…” (1c)
i.
The chain is some type of supernatural restraint
ii.
The chain symbolizes the word of God, making the
dragon impotent –Beasley-Murray
d. “Dragon, serpent, devil/Satan…” (2a)
i.
The names emphasize significance of the victory
ii.
The names speak to aspects of our enemy’s nature
and why he was so destructive toward men
iii.
Dragon – primeval foe of heaven, Serpent –
deceiver of men, Devil/Satan – accuser or
slanderer of men –Beasley-Murray
e. Bound, locked, and sealed in Abyss for 1,000 years (2-3)
– All is to ensure the dragon cannot deceive people
throughout the Millennium

ii.

The first resurrection (4–6)
1. Postmillennial
a. The first resurrection (martyrs) is spiritual, not literal
b. Rule of the saints on earth may be some form of a
“Christian Republic”, where God’s laws rule
c. By “resurrection”, Caird sees the martyrs as having a white
robe of immortality (6:11) and having been carried to
heaven like the two witnesses (11:11) – it’s not a return to
physical flesh – they are already “blessed and holy” (6),
meaning enjoying heaven
2. Premillennial
a. John had in mind the judgment scene in Dan. 7 –Caird
i.
There are multiple thrones in both scenes
ii.
However, “books were opened” (Dan. 7:10) is only
mentioned in the white throne judgment (20:11–15),
not the first resurrection (4)
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b. Many views on who sits on the thrones – the martyrs; all
saints; the Father, Son, and angels; the 24 elders? (4a)
i.
They have been given the right to judge
ii.
May help assess the opened books (12, Dan. 7:10)
iii.
All the saints are given thrones –Bickle
1. “You have made them (the saints) to be a
kingdom and priests … and they will reign
on the earth” (5:10)
2. “But the court will sit, and his (antichrist’s)
power will be taken away and completely
destroyed forever. 27 Then the sovereignty,
power and greatness of all the kingdoms
under heaven will be handed over to the
holy people of the Most High (the saints).
His (Jesus’) kingdom will be an everlasting
kingdom, and all rulers will worship and
obey him.” (Dan. 7:26-27)
iv.
12 disciples with authority to judge Israel –Bradford
1. Mt. 19:27–28. “We have left everything to
follow you! What then will there be for us?”
… when the Son of Man sits on his glorious
throne, you who have followed me will also
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”
2. They now receive the promised reward
c. “Beheaded because of their testimony…” (4b)
i.
“The first resurrection restores the martyrs to life for
their millennial reign, the second brings all the dead
before the great white throne” –Caird
ii.
Martyrs who reign with Jesus during the Millennium
may not be the only ones raised at this time, but
they get a special mention for their faithfulness
d. “They came to life…” Who is “they”? (4c)
i.
Only the martyrs
ii.
All saints over time up to 2nd coming (antichrist
spirit has always persecuted believers), then the
rest at the end of the 1k years –Bradford
– 1 Cor. 15:21-23. “The resurrection of the dead
comes also through a man… in Christ all will
be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who
belong to him (up to 2nd coming). 24 Then the
end will come (remaining believers raised),
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when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father.”
iii.

All saints raised at this time, but only those whose
faithfulness qualifies them will co-reign with Jesus
1. Many are invited, few chosen (Mt. 22:14)
2. Paul prayed believers would be found
worthy of God’s calling (2 Thes. 1:11)
3. John’s letters to the churches (2–3), imply
it’s not just the martyrs but all overcomers
4. A kingdom (kings) and priests…” (1:6, 5:10)
e. “Reigned with Christ…” (4d)
i.
Jesus’ kingdom is here now in part (in hearts and
with real authority that we exercise at a level); when
He returns, it will be complete (Mt. 6:10)
ii.
Fulfillment of prophecies about the throne of David
Lk. 1:31–33. “You will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end”
iii.

f.

“Jesus establishes righteousness and prosperity,
restoring agriculture, the atmosphere, and animal
life to some of the conditions that were seen in the
garden of Eden” (Is. 11, 65, etc.) –Bickle
iv.
His reign will affect every area of life on earth
v.
Kings of the earth will be required to worship Him
1. The Psalms speak to how they will
recognize and honor His glory and “pray/
command them to praise Him
2. Bickle believes they will all be saved
“A thousand years…” (4e)
i.
Jewish thought – 1,000-year “ages” based on
combining the 7 days of creation (Gen. 2:2-3) with
Ps. 90:4, where a thousand years are like a day
1. A similar view from Is. 62:5, where God
delights in His people like a bridegroom his
bride; uses the 7 days of a Jewish wedding
feast –Franzmann
2. The idea is that a day = 1,000 years; there
are 7x1,000 = 7,000 years on the earth
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3. It’s often divided as two thousand years
without the law (creation to Moses), two
thousand years with the law (Moses to
present), two thousand years for Messiah’s
kingdom, then one thousand years of a
Sabbath (the Millennium)
4. Thus, as God rested on the 7th day, the 7th
day/age is Messiah’s “Sabbath”, the 1,000year Millennium
a. Maybe earth needs a Sabbath after
all destruction and removal of evil
b. Certainly, it will take time to clean
up, restore to an “Eden-like” state,
and to establish righteousness
th
5. The 8 day/age is eternity
6. 7 represents completion, 8 a new beginning
7. This idea originates in the Epistle of
Barnabus –Caird
ii.
There were many views of when earth ends and
heaven begins in John’s time
1. Not all believed in a transitional time
between earth and heaven
2. If they did perceive such a time, anticipated
duration varied greatly
iii.
No other NT writer speaks of a Millennium, though
OT prophets see a restored time
1. Is. 11 describes a time when Jesus
removes evil from earth and reigns
a. It’s “Eden-like” with the lion laying
down with the lamb
b. But no duration is stated
2. Is. 65 describes transition from the
Millennium to the new heavens/earth
g. “First resurrection…” (5–6)
i.
Most commentators see this as all saints raised at
the beginning of the Millennium to reign with Jesus
ii.
The wicked are resurrected at the end of the 1,000
years for the great white throne judgment (11)
– Bradford believes all who came to faith during
the Millennium will also be raised and judged
at this time
h. Blessed and holy…” (6a)
i.
Blessed because they get to reign with Jesus
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ii.

Holy because they’ve already been proven faithful
Mt. 25:21. “Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!”
Lk. 17:10. “So you also, when you have done
everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty”

iii.

i.

j.

Our degree of faithfulness in this life determines our
role in the Millennium
“Second death…” (6b)
i.
The first death is physical death
ii.
The second death is hell/the lake of fire (Mt. 10:28)
“Came to life and will reign with him for 1,000 years…” (6c)
i.
This will be a real and challenging job reigning over
a diverse population – some of the people will be
saved, some not yet, and some secretly rebellious
1. They will be priests – intercede as well as
evangelize and disciple
2. They will be kings with authority to rule,
judge, administer discipline, etc.
Rev. 1:6. “And has made us to be a
kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Father.”
ii.

The victors (overcomers) per John’s letters to the
churches are made pillars in God’s temple, share
Jesus’ throne, and have authority over the nations
Ps. 2. “I will make the nations your inheritance, the
ends of the earth your possession. 9 You will break
them with a rod of iron, you will dash them to
pieces like pottery. 10 Therefore, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the
Lord with fear and celebrate his rule with
trembling.”

iii.

We think of this psalm as referring to Jesus, but
John’s letter to Thyatira repeats the idea of ruling
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nations to those who hold onto their faith in the
midst of Jezebel’s seductive “teachings”
1. Jezebel, recall, is the same/similar spirit to
the harlot Babylon
2. These are those who overcome the harlot,
which “qualifies” them to rule with Jesus
3. It is amazing to consider, but the language
here suggests that Jesus, fully worthy to
solely inherit and rule the earth as Victor,
gladly shares the spoils with faithful
believers who have overcome
4. Reigning with Him will require the wisdom
and anointing of God developed through
trials in becoming overcomers
Dan. 11:33. “Those who are wise will
instruct many.”
Dan. 12:3. “Those who are wise will shine
like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like
the stars for ever and ever.”

c. The judgment of Satan (7–10)
i.
Postmillennial
1. After 1,000 years of peaceful Christian governance of the earth,
Satan deceives the nations upon his release (7–8)
a. His confederacy is Gog (the prince) and Magog (his
people) (Ezek. 38–39)
b. According to the Talmud, these are the same nations as in
Psalm 2 –Caird
c. His army attacks the church, possibly it’s persecution (9)
i.
The “fire that came down” quickly stops the attack
ii.
It may be literal or picture the resolve of Christians
ii.
Premillennial
1. The purpose of Satan’s release is to test people’s character
a. Those born during the Millennium have never been tried
b. Those who only feign loyalty to Jesus will be found out
c. Just as Satan was allowed into Eden, now he is allowed at
the close of the Millennium to test hearts –Franzmann
d. Thus, God’s judgments are indeed “true and just”
2. For the Millennium, rebellion of Gog/Magog, and new heavens
and earth, John draws on Ezekiel
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3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

a. Ch. 36–37: restoration of Israel under the new David
b. Ch. 38–39: rebellion of Gog/Magog
c. Ch. 40–48: the new Jerusalem
If the Ezekiel 38–39 battle of Gog/Magog is before the Millennium
(Armageddon) as most scholars believe, these nations regroup or
this is a similar type (8a)
a. Of note, three times in Ezek. 38, the attack on Israel is said
to be at a time of peace, when they would not expect it
b. That would not be Armageddon at the end of the
tribulation, but could be at the end of the Millennium, when
Jesus’ reign has brought a time of peace
c. Thus, Ezek. 38 may have partial fulfillment at Armageddon
and final fulfillment at the close of the Millennium
d. Gog is a name for the nations of the north –Franzmann
e. Dan. 11 identifies the king of the north as antichrist
f. It may be that the same nations that were under antichrist
are deceived by the dragon to attack Jesus/Jerusalem
Deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth…” (8a)
a. Perhaps meaning nations surrounding Israel
b. Same enemy nations as those in Psalm 83
c. Additional kings of the earth may join the rebellion, given
the enormous size of the army
d. It’s led by Gog from the north; antichrist embodied the
dragon while on earth; now, Gog is the dragon himself
“Like the sand on the seashore…” (8b)
– So large an army they think they can defeat Jesus – or, after
the 1,000 years, they have forgotten the authority and power
He bears as King of kings and Lord of lords
“The city he (God) loves…” is Jerusalem (9b)
– This could be the new Jerusalem since the earthly one is
equated with Sodom and Egypt –Franzmann
“Camp of God’s people…” possibly there to guard the city (9a)
“Fire came down…” God fights for them (9c)
– Much like Ezek. 38:22 – rain, hail, fire, and brimstone
1 Sam. 17:47. “The battle is the Lord’s.”
Neh. 4:20. “Our God will fight for us!”

d. The judgment of the dead (11–15)
i.
Postmillennial
1. It’s the second coming with Jesus on the white throne (11a)
a. The Father has given “all judgment” to the Son (Jn. 5:27)
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b. It’s Jesus’ judgment of the sheep and goats (Mt. 25)
c. 2 Tim. 4:1 pairs timing of this judgment with 2nd coming: “…
Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom.”
2. “The earth and the heavens fled…” end of Millennium (11b)
a. Seen as burning of present heavens/earth at Jesus’ return
– “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will
be destroyed by fire, and the earth and every-thing
done in it will be laid bare … That day will bring about
the destruction of the heavens by fire…” (2 Pet.
3:10–12)
b. Jesus’ return corresponds to when antichrist is destroyed
i.
“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom
the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.”
(2 Thes. 2:8)
ii.
If so, then antichrist is active on earth during the
Millennium when Christians rule
ii.

Premillennial
1. “Great white throne and him who was seated on it” (11a)
a. White throne judges the wicked at the close of the
thousand years and the righteous at the beginning
b. May be same throne seen in 4:2, where the Father sits
(5:13), then gives the sealed scroll to Jesus (5:7)
i.
Viewed as a transfer/sharing of authority
ii.
The victorious share the Father’s throne (3:21)
c. Some view the title, “Alpha and the Omega” as Jesus per
Rev. 1:7–8, though many see it as a name for the Father
– If so, Jesus is also on the throne in Rev. 21:5–8
d. God is the Judge and Jesus the supreme witness based
on the allusion to Dan. 7:9 –Franzmann
– Scripture presents a duality of who is Judge
2. “The earth and the heavens fled…” end of Millennium (11b)
a. Agree with postmillennialists: Jesus’ glory removes heaven
and earth (2 Pet. 3:10-12) – or, God is so pure, the
corrupted earth and heavens (sky) can’t be near Him
b. They flee before the moral grandeur of God …
contaminated beyond the possibility of cleansing” –Caird
i.
Dan. 2:35. The rock breaks the statue, and the evil
kingdoms are swept away, without leaving a trace
ii.
Rev. 12:8. The dragon loses his place in heaven
c. Difference: it’s after Jesus has been on earth 1k years
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d. It’s a poetic way to say the old is going, even returning to a
state before creation, making way for the new heaven and
earth are now coming –Bradford
3. “The dead were judged…” (12)
a. This is “the rest of the dead” (5) who were not part of the
first resurrection at the beginning of the Millennium
b. It’s unbelievers; saints part of first resurrection –Bickle
c. Assumes those of the first resurrection have already faced
judgment – for all of us will stand before God one day and
give account of our lives (recorded in the “books”)
Rom. 14:10–11. “For we will all stand before God’s
judgment seat … every knee will bow before me; every
tongue will acknowledge God”
2 Cor. 5:10. “For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, so that each one of us may receive what is
due us for the things done while in the body, whether good
or bad.”
Gal. 6:9. “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
d. The standard applied will be God’s commands
Mt. 5:19. “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven.”
e. “Book of life…” one book with names only (12b)
i.
Repentance “erases” sin eternally
ii.
Believers who died during the 1K years raised
now?
f. “Books…” deeds of the dead (wicked) are recorded in
multiple books and used for judging (12b, c)
i.
It may be that deeds of the righteous are also
recorded in the books to determine their reward
– Jer. 32:19. “...you reward each person
according to their conduct and as their deeds
deserve.”
ii.
In God’s kingdom, to be “great/least” is determined
by obedience to His commands (Mt. 5:17–19)
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iii.
iv.

God’s judgment of the wicked is proven just
Hebraic thought: some may be judged worthy
based on their works
4. I saw the dead, great and small … the sea/hades gave up the
dead…” (12–13)
a. This list shows the universality of this resurrection
b. Scripture confirms all are resurrected (Jn. 5:28–29,
Acts 24:15) but not at the same time, and all are judged
(Mt. 16:27, 25:31, Rom. 2:5–10)
c. Hades is considered the grave where the dead are buried
d. “Buried” at sea was considered a tragedy in John’s day –
the idea of being kept from burial with family –Franzmann
e. The sea is mentioned to show God has not forgotten them
5. “Death (state of the body) and Hades (burial place) were thrown
into the lake of fire…” (14a)
a. These earlier killed ¼ mankind (6:8)
b. Like antichrist/false prophet (19:20), sent to the lake of fire
c. They are personified in a way they can be thrown into hell
d. “The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26)
e. Their power to harm people is now ended
6. “Lake of fire…” (14b)
a. The bottomless pit (abyss) is a temporary place of prison
for fallen angels… The final judgment for Satan and his
angels is the lake of fire … called hell (19:20; 20:10,
Mt. 25:41). –Bickle
b. Jewish thought – viewed as the primeval sea, home of the
sea-monster, the enemy of God, aka “abyss” –Franzmann
c. Likely the same as the “lake of burning sulfur” (10)
d. It’s where both the wicked and demons are sent
e. Prophetic meanings of the biblical feasts
i.
Heb. mo’edim means “appointed time”
– Specific times God has chosen for His redemptive work
ii.
Weekly and monthly observances
1. Sabbath recalls creation’s perfection (Gen 2:2–3) and anticipates
its millennial restoration
– One day a week, the perfection of the Millennium and
eternity is “rehearsed” by observing the Sabbath
2. New moon observance (2 Chron. 2:4)
a. Two priests watched carefully to witness the new moon,
then blew the trumpet
b. Relied on visual sighting, so didn’t know just when the new
moon would appear
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iii.

iv.

c. Similarly, no one knows (the year) when Jesus will return
(Mt. 24:36), but it will be at the sound of the (last/seventh)
trumpet (Rev. 11:15, 1 Thes. 4:16, 1 Cor 15:52)
Spring feasts: redemption of mankind/first coming of Jesus
1. Passover: Jesus died on the cross (atonement)
2. Unleavened Bread: Jesus went into the tomb (sanctification)
3. First Fruits: Jesus arose from the dead (resurrection)
4. Shavuot (Pentecost): the Holy Spirit/Living Word began to indwell
men (power – to live righteously and advance God’s kingdom on
earth)
Fall Feasts: restoration of the world/Second Coming/Day of the Lord
1. Feast of Trumpets (aka Rosh Hashanah, judgment day,
Lev. 23:24-25, Num. 29:1–6)
a. Yom Teruah lit., “day of shouting” – blow shofar and shout
b. The teruah signal on the shofar gathered the people before
God for a holy convocation, as an alarm to prepare for war,
or at the arrival/anointing of a king (2 Sam. 15:10, 1 Kings
1:34, 39, 2 Kings 9:13)
c. When the shofar sounds on Yom Teruah at the Lord’s
return, it will be a holy gathering of believers to their King
when He returns (Rev. 11:15, 1 Thes. 4:16, 1 Cor 15:52)
and a call to war when He prepares to defeat all of His
enemies (Rev. 16–19)
2. 10 Days of Awe (aka, High Holy Days): from the Feast of
Trumpets to the Day of Atonement
a. Traditionally a time of repentance before Day of Atonement
b. A final opportunity to repent as the Lord returns, though
most at this point in time won’t
c. Like the 10 plagues of Egypt preceded a final judgment,
the days between these appointed times may have their
future fulfillment in the seven bowls of wrath (Rev. 15-16)
3. Day of Atonement (Lev. 16.1–29, 32–34, Num. 29:7–11): final
judgment
a. Atonement was made for the people, and the sanctuary
was cleansed with the sprinkling of blood
b. Foreshadowed Jesus’ first coming – atonement for heart
c. Points to second coming and resurrection of the saints –
glorified bodies that cannot be defiled
4. Feast of Tabernacles (Ex. 23:16, Lev. 23:39–44, Deut. 16:13–15,
31:10–13): Millennium (world restored) – Immanuel/God dwelling
with man (Rev. 21:3)
a. Commemorates God’s presence, protection, and provision
in the wilderness (manna – Ex. 16, clothes didn’t wear out
– Deut. 29:5, fire by night/cloud by day – Ex. 13:21–22)
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v.

and provision during the growing season with ingathering
of the year’s final harvest
b. That final harvest symbolizes the Spirit’s outpouring/
harvest of souls at the end of the age (Parable of the
Wheat/Tares, Mat. 13:37–39)
c. Points to Millennium and eternity (final fulfillment) as
foreshadowed in the desert and also in Jesus’ birth during
this feast – Immanuel/God with us (partial fulfillment)
i.
Mat. 1:23, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us”
(Is. 7:10–14)
ii.
Combining Luke 1 with Zechariah’s scheduled time
of priestly service per 1 Chron. 24:7–18 points to
this timing for His birth
Will observance of God’s appointed times continue through the
Millennium and into eternity?
1. Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Shavuot/Pentecost, and
Tabernacles are explicitly “perpetual” (Lev. 23)
2. All nations will observe the Feast of Tabernacles during the
Millennium or suffer judgment (Zech. 14:16)
3. Sabbath and new moon observance may continue into eternity as
appointed times for worship
“For just as the new heavens and the new earth which I make will
endure before Me,” declares the Lord, “So your offspring and your
name will endure. 23 “And it shall be from new moon to new moon
and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will come to bow down
before Me,” says the Lord.” (Is. 66:22–23)

P. Chapter 21: A new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem
a. Review of Chapter 20: Millennium, first resurrection, and white throne judgment
i.
Three Millennial views
1. Amillennialism – the Millennium is symbolic
2. Postmillennialism – Jesus returns after the Millennium
3. Premillennialism – Jesus returns shortly before the Millennium

ii.

Satan is bound for 1,000 years so that he can’t deceive people (1–3)

iii.

The first resurrection occurs at the beginning of the Millennium (4–6)
1. All saints are brought back to life and judged by God to determine
their role in reigning during the Millennium with Jesus
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2. Much work will be involved in cleaning and restoring the earth to
an Eden-like state and discipling those born during this time
iv.

After the 1,000 years, Satan is released (7–10)
1. This is to test the hearts of those born during the Millennium
2. He deceives the nations, amassing an army whose size is like the
“sand on the seashore”
3. They march to attack Jesus and Jerusalem, but are supernaturally
destroyed by fire coming down from heaven

v.

White throne judgment (11–15)
1. The Father judges the wicked throughout history and those born
during the Millennium who came to faith
2. The earth and heavens are destroyed
3. The “second death” of the wicked is the lake of fire (hell)

b. A new heaven and a new earth (1–4)
i.
Spiritual/symbolic view: (Gregg)
1. Rejects the idea that a physical earth is the eternal home of the
saints rather than heaven
2. Thus, it applies the imagery of a new earth and Jerusalem to
heaven as it is elsewhere biblically (Gal. 4:26, Heb. 12:22–23)
ii.

A new heaven and a new earth, for the first… had passed away (1a)
1. Is. 65:17-25 prophecies of new heavens, earth, and Jerusalem –
full of joy, no death, and animals living peacefully side-by-side
2. Creation and redemption are intimately linked: “Being recreated is
the result of being redeemed” –Bradford
2 Cor. 5:17. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation
has come: the old has gone, the new is here!”
3. For “new creature” (KJV), Gr. ktisis refers to the process of
establishing something new versus the object/thing itself
4. Redemption is a process – we “work out our salvation” (Phil. 2:12)
5. God’s new creation in us uses the same mind and body made
new by Him; will the new earth be the same earth “made new”?
6. This is the view of some commentators – that the original earth is
restored to an Eden-like state – while others see a literal new
heaven and earth, where the old is destroyed as Peter says
2 Pet. 3:7–13. “By the same word the present heavens (sky) and
earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly … The heavens will disappear with a
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roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything done in it will be laid bare. That day (of God) will bring
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will
melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness
dwells.”
7. If the latter is so, where will the people be when that happens?
8. With heaven and earth now passing, so does God’s Law
Mat. 5:17–19. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, nor the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”
9. In eternity, the need to teach about God, worship, love, sin and its
consequences, etc. no longer exists as God now dwells with fully
redeemed and righteous man
a. Those with God in eternity will willingly chose Him, and
there will be no more sin or temptation
b. Will there still be free will? Like the angels, we have now
made our choice for eternity to live holy and love God
iii.

“There was no more sea” (1b)
1. In Jewish thought, the sea represented chaos and evil
2. There is no temple, Law (Mt. 5:19), or priesthood in the new
Jerusalem (20), so no need for the laver, aka “sea” –Bradford

iv.

“The Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven …” (2a)
1. A metaphor for the saints coming from heaven to the new earth,
though it appears to also be a literal city (11–14)
2. Once there is a new earth, God sends down the new Jerusalem
3. The people of the “city” are what is called holy, while the beauty
and majesty of the physical city reflects God’s glory
4. Holy means to be set apart or dedicated to someone or a purpose
to the degree of being completely pure, without mixture, and
undefiled in such a way that one becomes distinctly different or
wholly “other-than”
Rom. 12:2. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed.”
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5. When the people are truly made holy, the barrier between God
and man is no longer necessary – the cross offered righteousness
that is seen in its fullness in the Holy City with no temple (22)
v.

“Prepared as a bride...” (2b)
1. Continues theme of holy: exclusively God’s, presented to the King
in purity like a virgin bride (Dan. 11:35, Eph. 5:25–27, 2 Cor. 11:2–
3)
Song 2:16. “My beloved is mine and I am his.”
2. Paul spoke of himself a “bondservant” (Titus 1:1)
Dt. 15:16–17. “And if it happens that he says to you, ‘I will not go
away from you,’ because he loves you and your house, since he
prospers with you then you shall take an awl and thrust it through
his ear to the door, and he shall be your servant forever.”
3. Jesus had paid the bride price of giving up His life for her
4. By this point in history, countless martyrs will have literally done
the same, and willingly so, even as Jesus did for them
5. Those not actually martyred will have lived as if they had been
Gal. 2:20. “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live…”
Rom. 12:1. “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God.”
6. From the beginning, we were “made in His image” to reign over
creation; in eternity, we again will be made “like Him” and will
reign over the nations
Gen. 2:26. “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over.”
1 Jn. 3:2. “What we will be has not yet been made known. But we
know that when Christ appears (second coming), we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is.”
7. As in marriage between a man and woman, the two that are “like
each other” become one, we will be one with Jesus
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Gen. 2:23–24. “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to
his wife, and they become one flesh.”
vi.

“Beautifully dressed…” (2c)
1. Her adornment is righteous acts (19:8)
2. It’s an attribute previously only ascribed to God (1 Sam. 12:7; Ps.
71:15-16, 24; Is. 5:16, 64:6; Dan. 9:16; Micah 6:5; Rev. 15:4)

vii.

“A loud voice from heaven…” (3a)
– Probably one of the creatures around the throne

viii.

“God’s dwelling place is now among the people” “he will dwell with them”
“God himself will be with them” (3b)
1. Is this Jesus, the Father, or both?
2. The first chapter of Revelation identifies names of God
a. The Father is the Alpha and the Omega; him who is, and
who was, and who is to come; and the Almighty
“Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come (the Father), and from the seven spirits
(Holy Spirit) before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness.” (1:4–5)
“I am the Alpha and the Omega (again, the Father),” says
the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come,
the Almighty.” (1:8)
b. The Lord Almighty (the Father) and the Lamb (Jesus) are
the New Jerusalem’s “temple” (22), so they both come to
dwell with the saints on earth
c. Also, the descriptive name for the Father, “who is, and who
was, and who is to come” refers both to His eternal nature
and His literal “coming”
i.
Gr. verb eimi translated “is/was” refers to existence
ii.
Gr. verb erchomai translated “is to come” means to
appear, bring, come, enter – refers to His “coming”
d. Jesus’ second coming to earth is broadly recognized, but
not the idea of the Father also coming to earth later
e. It seems that the fullness of God’s redemptive plan is to
once again “walk in the garden” (Gen. 3:8) with His people
– The Heb. word for God translated as “Lord God” in
this verse is the sacred name for the Father
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ix.
x.

“God’s dwelling place is now among the people…” (3c)
– God makes His home among people
“They will be His people.” (3d)
1. Gr. laos for people is plural
“with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation” (5:9)
2. God’s promise to Abraham is now fulfilled
Gen. 18:18. “all nations on earth will be blessed through him”
3. Death (20:14), the Law and sin (Mt. 5:19), and separate abodes
for God and men (3) are now gone

xi.

“He will wipe every tear (4a)
– His promise to the martyrs (7:17) is now fulfilled

c. Words of the one on the throne (5-8)
i.
He who sat on the throne (5a)
– Most likely the Father (4:2, 5:13), especially given the name He calls
Himself, Alpha and the Omega (6), though commonly it is thought to
be Jesus (Jn. 5:27, Mt. 25) or even a shared throne (3:21, 5:7,
21:5–8)
a. Biblically, we see some sharing of authority between the
Father and Jesus and between Jesus and the saints
b. However, at the end of the Millennium, Jesus gives His
kingdom reign back to the Father
1 Cor. 15:23–26. “But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits;
then, when he comes (7th trumpet), those who belong to
him (rapture, 1st resurrection). 24 Then the end will come
(white throne), when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority
and power (harlot Babylon/antichrist). 25 For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his feet
(Armageddon). 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is
death.” (20:14).
ii.

“Making everything new…” (5b)
1. Not making “new things” – its redemption of man and earth and all
their history, not going back to Eden and erasing it – Boring
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2. Redemption continues in some way into eternity: “The leaves of
the tree are for the healing of the nations.” (22:2)
iii.
iv.

“It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega…” (6a)
– The end is a Person, not the occurrence of final events –Caird
“To the thirsty I will give water without cost…” (6b)
1. Allusion to Is. 55:1
2. His promise to lead them to living waters (7:17) is also fulfilled
a. It’s “The river of the water of life.” in eternity (22:1)
b. Eden’s river that watered the garden is restored (Gen.
2:10)
Jn. 7:37–38. On the last and greatest day of the festival
(Tabernacles), Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever
believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water
will flow from within them.”
3. Another parallel to Eden is the Tree of Life (22:2 and Gen. 22:3)

v.

“Those who are victorious…” (7a)
– John’s letters identify what qualifies us to be victors

vi.

“Will inherit all this …” (7b)
1. Eternal reward, particularly our eternal level of authority and honor
as well as role, is determined by our:
a. Faithfulness (Mt. 25:21)
b. Obedience/righteousness (Mt. 5:17–20)
c. Walking in the beatitudes (Mt. 5:3–12)
i.
Honesty regarding our spiritual poverty
ii.
Genuineness of grief over sin
iii.
Humility and gentleness
iv.
Being merciful (forgiving)
v.
Purity (holiness)
vi.
Standing firm under persecution
d. Overcoming various trials (Rev. 2–3)
e. Suffering for our faith (Rom. 8:17)
2. Rewards include:
a. Authority to rule, honor, a significant role, joy (Mt. 25:21)
b. Being blessed with “great reward”, including: (Mt. 5:3–12)
i.
The kingdom of heaven
ii.
Comfort
iii.
Inheriting the earth
iv.
Being filled/satisfied

170

v.
Mercy (forgiveness)
vi.
Seeing God
vii.
Being called God’s child
c. Rewards in kind according to the type victory: (Rev. 2–3)
i.
Eating from the tree of life
ii.
Not experiencing the second death (hell)
iii.
Being given a new name (identity/reputation/nature)
iv.
Having authority over nations; being given the
morning star
v.
Being dressed in white (honor)
vi.
Having the name of God (belong to God) and His
city (live in the New Jerusalem) and being a pillar in
the temple (honor and high position)
vii.
Having the right to share Jesus’ throne
d. Being joint heirs with Jesus (Rom. 8:17), who inherits the
nations (Ps. 2)
vii.

“They will be my children.” (7c)
– “If children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ
(Rom. 8:15-17)

viii.

Condition of hearts and subsequent actions of the wicked (8a)
1. The cowardly and liars: under pressure, a coward will not be
truthful about his faith; other sins on the list likely refer to
participation in emperor cult worship –Boring
2. All sin and have stumbled; this speaks to a lifestyle of embracing
sin without repentance or contending for freedom
3. Some of these sins – such as a lifestyle of occult practices (Gr.
pharmakeia) or murder - we expect to keep us from eternal life
4. But what about the cowardly, unbelieving, immoral, and liars?
a. Gr. deilos for cowardly means timid, fearful
i.
It’s the same word translated as “afraid” and linked
with lacking faith in Mt. 8:26 and Mark 4:40
ii.
Letting fear overcome our faith –Bradford
iii.
So weak they fall away (2 Thes. 2)
iv.
And take the mark of the beast (13:15–17)
b. Gr. apistos for unbelieving means disbelieving, faithless,
responding as if incredulous (not believable), even infidel
i.
Jesus links it with being perverse (Mt. 17:17), His
tiring of unbelief (Mk. 9:19), and responding to
God’s miracles as being not believable (Acts 26:8)
ii.
It’s refusing to believe, even when God provides
credible evidence – it’s all unbelievers, not saints
iii.
By extension, implies accusing God of lying
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iv.
v.

What it isn’t is struggling with fear or unbelief
Provided we keep contending for faith, we will be
counted among the overcomers
1 Tim. 6:12. “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called
when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.”
2 Tim. 4:7. “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

c. Gr. pornos for sexually immoral, rooted in pernemi (to sell)
primarily means prostitution but includes all fornication
i.
Most often refers to male prostitution in the
homosexual sense –Bradford
ii.
One of many sins that disqualify us for inheritance
in God’s kingdom (1 Co. 6:9, Eph. 5:5, 1 Ti. 1:10)
iii.
Many believers are entrapped in immorality today
iv.
With time, if they don’t repent, their hearts will grow
hard, and God will “give them over” in a way that
makes it easy on their conscience to continue
Ex. 7:13. “Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he
would not listen to them.”
Heb. 3:8. “do not harden your hearts as you did in
the rebellion, during the time of testing.”
Rom. 1:24. “Therefore God gave them over in the
sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity.”
d. Liars (Gr., pseudes – to be deceitful)
i.
John speaks often in his epistles of false prophets
who proclaim to be Christians turning people away
from Jesus (antichrist spirit)
ii.
Deceit is the nature of Satan (the serpent)
5. Sincere repentance (2 Cor. 7:10) fully “erases” sin (Ps. 103)
6. The second death is for habitual sin without repentance
ix.

“Second death…” (8b)
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– Following white throne judgment, punishment for the wicked (those
who do not repent of sinful behavior) is the fiery lake/hell
d. The New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb (9–14)
i.
Similar descriptions to those in Ezekiel 40–48, which is likely of the
Millennial Jerusalem and temple since there is no temple here (22)
ii.

The idea of a heavenly Jerusalem as the final home of the saints is not
new (Gal. 4:24–31; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 11:10, 12:22, 13:14); imagery of a
heavenly city descending, the tree of life, God’s throne, and even the
precious stones and gold are found in many ancient writings –Boring

iii.

Ancient cultures dreamed of the majestic “Utopia” John now describes

iv.

It’s the best way John knows how to describe his revelation of God’s
ultimate goal for this world rather than what he actually “saw” –Boring

v.

This is one of the angels that released the bowls of wrath (9a)
– Sets up a contrast between evil Babylon and the Holy City

vi.

The “wife of the Lamb” is the “holy city, Jerusalem” (9b–10)
1. Jesus’ Bride is Jerusalem, meaning the city’s inhabitants
2. “Bride” speaks of intimacy in relationship: God Himself now dwells
with man (3), and there will no longer be any barrier between them
(22); a bride is also beautiful and pure
3. “Marriage of the Lamb” (19:7–9) was to faithful Israel and Gentiles
who have been “grafted in” by faith (Rom. 11:17, Eph. 2:11–18) to
the promises of God to Abraham’s believing descendants
4. From the beginning, God:
a. Knew Israel would fail in keeping their part of the covenant
b. Had a plan to make a way through Jesus, and
c. Planned to bring Gentiles into the promises
5. He did not cancel His promises to Israel
Num. 23:19. “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human
being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then
not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”
Rom. 11:28–29. “As far as the gospel is concerned, they are
enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they
are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his
call are irrevocable.”
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6. They were our example to encourage us to trust the faithfulness of
God’s love – for now, we are not only His bride, but His wife
7. Biblically, “wife” refers to the love a husband has for his wife
(Hos. 1-2, Mk 2:19, Jn. 3:29, Eph. 5:25, etc.) –Beasley-Murray
– “Your Maker is your husband” (Is. 54:5)
8. If the saints are the Bride, do they all live in the Holy City?
9. If they do, then how will they be able to reign over the nations?
10. Sliker says they live in the new Jerusalem and have a
“governmental office”, similar to how a U.S. Senator lives in
his/her state and has a D.C. office
vii.

“A mountain great and high…” (10a) –Caird
1. The actual site of the city (Ezek. 40:2)
2. The idea of a high mountain has roots in the myth of a mountain
that reached to heaven and in pictures of Mt. Zion
3. Ezek. 28:12–16 connects this mountain with Eden
4. Christians think of heaven as home – both spiritually and literally –
but according to Rev. 21, heaven may be only temporary, even for
God
5. Given the description of this mountain, it’s possible to view the
eternal home of the saints in the New Jerusalem as both in
heaven (up high in the sky) and on earth (sitting on the mountain)
Phil. 3:20. “But our citizenship is in heaven” (New Jerusalem)

viii.

“The Holy City, Jerusalem” (10b)
1. A contrast to Babylon (17:1–3), the whore vs. the Bride –Bradford
2. May be physical, symbolic, or even physical coming down from
heaven in a way John could not fully describe –Bradford
3. Personified as a bride made ready for Christ (19:7–9) –Abingdon
a. Beautiful and pure like a virgin
b. The eternal dwelling place of the Church
c. God now dwells with man

ix.

It shone with the glory of God … like a jasper, clear as crystal …” (11)
1. Similar to description of the Father (4:3)
2. The glory that filled Solomon’s temple (2 Chron. 5–7) is now in this
final “temple”; it’s where God will now dwell in eternity
3. The hope of believers in Christ to obtain the glory of God (be “like”
Him) is now a reality (Col. 1:27, 1 Jn. 3:2) –Gregg

x.

The city’s gates and wall with foundation stones (12–14)
1. Many commentators see the gates and stones as the Gentile
Church
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2. Sites honor/roles associated specifically with the city
3. Twelve gates of the walls, three per side, had the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel on them (12–13)
a. Like gates protect a city, the Israelites camped around the
tent of meeting, three per side, to guard it (Num. 2)
b. Spiritual: the symbolic New Jerusalem’s walls are called
“salvation” (Is. 60:18), referring to the believer’s eternal
security in God’s City –Gregg
4. Twelve foundation stones with names of the apostles (14, 19–20)
a. Each tribe was represented by a different type of jewel/
stone on the priest’s breastplate (Ex. 28:17–21)
b. Variation in the list of stones may be due to ambiguity
between their Hebrew (OT) and Greek (NT) names –Caird
c. Spiritual: the church (Gentile) is “built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets” (Eph. 2:20) –Gregg
5. Many Gentiles will be “pillars in the temple of my God” (3:12)
– The Philadelphia church suffered much persecution and
though it had “little strength” remained faithful; if they
overcame by holding onto their faith, they would receive this
promise regarding the new Jerusalem (3:9–11)

e. The city’s size and structure (15–21)
i.
Measuring the city (15)
1. Reminds of Ezek. 40’s measuring of the city, though that is likely
the Millennial city/temple as there’s no separate temple here
2. Taking measurements shows this is literal vs. spiritual –Gregg
ii.

Dimensions (16–17)
1. 12,000 stadia are ~1,400 miles wide and long – it’s huge!
2. That compares with Jerusalem today at 48.3 sq. miles, which, if it
was also a perfect square, would be only 7 miles in each direction
3. The magnitude alone causes many to insist it must be spiritual
4. Biblically 12 and multiples of 12 can be symbolic of majesty and
perfection, governance, and the people of God
5. It’s a cube, the shape of the Holy of holies
6. 144 cubits is about 200 feet thick for the wall

iii.

Building materials (18–21)
1. Jasper, pure gold, every kind of precious stone, pearl gates
2. The most valuable, high-quality, and dazzling of materials
3. Gold is purified by fire, symbolic of saints purified by trials
(Job 23:10, Zech. 13:9, Mal. 3:3, 1 Pet. 1:7, Rev. 3:18), and pearls
are formed by irritation, symbolic of saints entering the kingdom

175

through tribulations (Acts 14:22) –Gregg
f.

No temple, open gates, involvement of the nations (22–27)
i.
This passage parallels closely with Is. 60
ii.

“Did not see a temple in the city (22)
1. The Father and Jesus are the temple, meaning a barrier is no
longer needed to separate them from a people now made holy
2. At the cross, the veil of the temple was torn (Mt. 27:51); Jesus
was our means of righteousness; now there is no veil or temple
3. Because the Bride had made herself ready (righteous) and is no
longer defilable (Dan. 11:35, Eph. 5:25–27, 2 Cor. 11:2–3), she
can be at all times in the presence of a holy God
4. There’s no longer a need for an intermediary (priest/Jesus)
5. The temple John would have had in mind was the old order
– It “passed away” at the close of the Millennium along with:
i.
The law and prophets (Mt. 5:17–19)
ii.
The first heavens and earth (20:11, 2 Pet. 3:7–13)

iii.

No need for the sun or moon (23)
1. God’s glory lights the city; does it also light the nations, or do they
need the sun and moon?
2. It’s no longer a world of contrasts (light and dark, good and evil);
all is light –Bradford
3. The sun and moon have not ceased to exist –Beasley- Murray
– “Their splendor is simply put to shame by the glory of God
himself” (Charles)

iv.

The nations (24, 26)
1. The earth will still have nations with governments
2. All will live guided by the light (spiritual) emanating out of
Jerusalem
3. During the Millennium, kings were required to come to Jerusalem
and pay homage (Zech. 14:16); deception by the dragon at its
close (20:8) exposed their insincerity; here, in eternity, it is sincere
4. Bringing their “splendor” likely means they gladly bring costly gifts
as acts of worship that add to the adornment of the city
5. This represents redemption of the nations/merchants that once
brought their luxuries to evil Babylon
6. Some commentators suggest residents will only be ethnic Israel,
but this is unlikely as that would be a small population for such a
large city
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7. Sliker believes all saints will dwell there, while also reigning the
nations; if this is so, then who lives in the nations?
– Perhaps those who came to faith during the Millennium
v.

Open gates, no night (25)
1. Night is both literal and spiritual
2. The city is lit by God’s glory
3. No need to close the gates as there is no longer evil in the world

vi.

“Nothing impure will ever enter (the city)…” (27)
1. The wicked have already been punished
2. Gr. bdelugma for shameful means detestable, abominable sin
3. Gr. pseudos for deceitful is the very nature of evil

Q. Chapter 22: Eternity
a. Introduction
i.
In Chapter 21, the new heavens, new earth, and New Jerusalem, the
Holy City (filled with holy saints and the glory of God) are described
1. The primary theme is God’s final acts of redemption of creation
2. The New Jerusalem comes down from heaven to the new earth
3. The saints live in the presence of God (Father and Son) in the
New Jerusalem and together they govern the nations of the earth
4. The new earth will either be an entirely new creation, or God will
take that molten mess (2 Pet. 3:7-13) and reform/transform it – as
a final act of redemption – into the life- and love-centered home
where He and the saints will dwell forever
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has
done from beginning to end.” (Eccl. 3:11)
ii.

Revelation is sometimes said to be the “book of books”, and within this
great book, Chapter 22 may very well be the “chapter of chapters”

iii.

Chapter 21’s theme of redemption is concluded in this final chapter, which
then transitions into closing assurances, exhortations, and warnings

b. Eden restored (1–5)
i.
Spiritual view: “some make the new creation out to be the church in the
present era of the New Covenant. Others take it to be the heavenly abode
of all who are saved, described in terrestrial symbolism.” –Gregg
ii.
“The river of the water of life … flowing from the throne of God” (1a)
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1. The river is likely symbolic
a. Ezek. 47 river volume increases further from its source
b. Joel 3:18 river location would require removal of the
Jordan, which nowhere in scripture is implied
c. By “rivers of living water” John said that Jesus “meant the
Spirit” (Jn. 7:37–39)
2. Commentators generally view Ezek. 47 as describing this river
a. Ezek. 40–48 primarily describes the Millennial temple
b. Much of what is established during the Millennium will
continue and be part of the new earth in eternity
c. For John, a river flowing from the temple or from the throne
would both be viewed as coming from God
3. As the river in Ezekiel flows from the temple into the dead sea, the
sea comes to life with fish, and trees grow along its banks
– It is a river that brings the dead to life, symbolic of what God
has done for all the redeemed saints
4. “Living water” is constantly moving or flowing, such as a river
5. It is symbolic of God in us, our source of cleansing and life
– The “mikveh” was a ritual washing (purification) prior to
entering the temple (God’s presence)
6. Here in eternity, defilement and sin are no longer a concern,
yet there is ongoing need for God’s life in us to flow as a river
7. The river “expresses the idea of life in inexhaustible supply” –
Beasley-Murray
iii.

“Down the middle of the great street of the city…” (2a)
1. The river’s location shows how central it is to life in eternity
2. This may be part of the description of the tree of life rather than of
the river of the water of life –Beasley-Murray
– Punctuation in the RSV starts a new sentence here

iv.

“The tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit … every month” (2b)
“Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves
will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit,
because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve
for food and their leaves for healing.” (Ezek. 47:12)
1. As in Eden, man is allowed to eat of this fruit (Gen. 2:9, 15–16)
2. With no definite article in the Greek, this may actually be a
collection of trees –Gregg
3. The idea of multiple trees matches Ezekiel’s vision
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4. Many scholars believe the 12 types of fruit are what the saints’
glorified bodies need nutritionally to sustain them
5. Victors in Pergamum promised “some of the hidden manna” (2:17)
– Manna in the desert sustained life until the Israelites entered
the “promised land” (Ex. 16:35)
6. There is no sun, moon, or night (5) to track months, so “12 crops”
is likely symbolic of perfection and completion, and “every month”
is symbolic of continuously bearing fruit
7. The city is extremely large and filled with countless saints, so
there must be many very fruitful trees to supply all its residents
v.

“The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations…” (2c)
1. The Gr. therepeia for healing (like “therapy”) means service or
attendance as in giving medical attention or serving as a
household servant would do
2. The Gr. ethnos for nations means a race, people group, or nation
3. Healing the nations could be viewed as serving them –Bradford
4. Possibly healing post-antichrist and judgments upon the earth,
though that fits better with the Millennium –Beasley-Murray

vi.

“No longer will there be any curse.” (3a)
1. The original curse of death (physical and spiritual) and pain for
disobeying God’s command in the garden and curse of the ground
that this brought Gen. 3:14–18) have now been reversed
“It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will
be secure.” (Zech. 14:11)
– God has completed redemption, removing the original curse,
and the holy people living in the city will not do anything that
would be cause for a curse to return to it
2. The curses for violating God’s law are of the old order (Dt. 27-30);
those living in the eternal city have “chosen life” (Dt. 30:19)
a. Mt. 5:18. “Until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any
means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished.”
i.
Removal of evil and establishment of God’s
kingdom on earth “accomplish everything”
ii.
The law now “disappears” in eternity
b. At the cross, Jesus freed believers from the “law of sin and
death” (Rom. 8:2); now we see the fullness of this freedom

179

vii.

“The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city…” (3b)
1. The New Jerusalem is governed by God
2. It’s the governmental headquarters over the nations (21:24, 26)
3. Throne is singular, and only “one” God is worshipped; thus, some
commentators think “and the Lamb” may have been added to the
text around the 2nd or 3rd Century to “appease” Gentile Christians
4. At the close of the Millennium, Jesus gives the kingdom back to
the Father (1 Cor. 15:23–26) but continues, along with the saints
(5), to reign with the Father in eternity

viii.

“His servants will serve him.” (3c)
1. The saints will be doing God’s work during eternity
2. They are “a kingdom and priests to serve God” (1:6, 5:10)
a. The work includes priestly service to God before His
throne, considering the allusion to temple priests: “his
name will be on their foreheads” (4)
b. They also serve by co-reigning with Him over the nations
(21:24, 26; 22:5)

ix.

“They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” (4)
1. Once again, God will walk in the garden with man (Gen. 3:8)
2. The “pure in heart” (Mt. 5:8) now see God as promised
3. There is no temple in the city (21); no barrier is needed between
God and man; communion with Him is face to face
4. Fulfills 1 Cor. 13:12. “For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”
a. Recall Paul was taken to the third heaven (abode of God)
and had a better idea than most of eternity (2 Cor. 12:2)
b. Martha too got a glimpse of eternity when her brother was
raised from the dead: “Did I not tell you that if you believe,
you will see the glory of God?” (Jn. 11:40)
5. The 144k from the tribes of Israel (7:3) and victors in the church of
Philadelphia (3:12) were given God’s name (belong to Him)
a. The 144k, 12k from each tribe, speaks to fullness of the
redeemed remnant of Israel
b. Gentile victors of the Philadelphia church may represent
the same fullness of redemption for the nations
c. Trials in the letters to the churches (2–3) are tests we all
must overcome to receive the rewards God desires for us
6. Temple priests wore God’s name on their foreheads
– Saints called “a kingdom and priests to serve God” (1:6)
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7. “The clause ‘the Lord God will be their light’ (RSV) should literally
read, ‘The Lord God will shine upon them.’” –Beasley-Murray
a. The priestly blessing involved God’s face shining on his
people and putting his name (“belongs to God”) on them
“’The Lord bless you and keep you 25 the Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you 26 the Lord turn
his face toward you and give you peace.’ 27 “So they will
put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
– Numbers 6:24–27
b. The fullness of this ancient blessing is now reality
x.

“There will be no more night.” (5a)
1. Unlike Eden, there is no physical darkness
a. God himself provides/is the light (5b)
b. No need for the moon or stars to “govern night”
(Gen. 1:14–18)
2. Also, there will be no spiritual darkness
– It is the “Holy City” (21:2, 27)

xi.

“They will not need... a lamp or... the sun... God will give them light.” (5b)
1. The light of God’s glory was so bright it blinded Paul (Acts 9)
2. Lights in the sky (Gen. 1:14–18)
a. Separated day from night
i.
No more 24-hour cycles of day/night
ii.
No more days/nights, seasons, etc.
iii.
Will there also be no changes in weather,
temperature, and no more rain?
– Eden had no rain “A river watering the garden
flowed” (Gen. 2:10)
b. Served as signs and marked sacred times
– Are these concerns relevant only to the old order?

xii.

“They will reign forever.” (5c)
1. Fulfills the promise to the victors of Laodicea (3:21)
2. Man made in “God’s image” to “rule over creation” (Gen. 1:26–28)
– Restores God’s plan from the beginning for man to rule
3. They are “a kingdom and priests to serve God” (1:6, 5:10)

c. John and the angel (6–11)
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i.

The vision has ended, and John now summarizes important points

ii.

“These words are trustworthy and true.” (6a, 21:5)
1. The angel repeats the Father’s words (21:5); also similar to (19:9)
– All three mentions are connected with God’s redemption of
man and creation and his promises to the faithful
2. God is really going to bring to pass the amazing and wonderful
conditions described of eternity for the faithful – and soon (7)
3. Might John have struggled to believe what he was being shone?
– With the repetition, God reassures him – this is for real!

iii.

“The Lord, the God who inspires prophets …” (6b)
1. Greek scholars suggest this is best translated, “the God who
inspires the spirits of the prophets”
2. Meaning it should be understood as human spirits vs. Holy Spirit
3. Confirms the authenticity of the message –Gregg
4. God tells His prophets so His people are informed
5. Emphasizes continuity of the Spirit’s activity through the prophets
throughout God’s word –Gregg
6. Old Testament prophecies often foretold of coming judgment for
disobedience that included a message of hope for the faithful
– The same is true of the Book of Revelation

iv.

“Show his servants the things that must soon take place.” (6c)
– May mean about to happen, happen suddenly, or both

v.

“Look, I am coming soon!” (7a, 12a, 20)
1. Reflects back on opening chapter (1:7), giving a sense of urgency
2. Generally assumed to be the words of Jesus regarding his return
to earth (11:15), possibly via the angel,
– Both the Father and the Son “come” to earth (21:3, 22)

vi.

“Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy …” (7b)
1. Repeats opening exhortation (1:3), highlighting its importance
2. Gr. makarios for “blessed” means fortunate, well off, happy
3. Gr. tereo for “keeping” means to guard or keep an eye upon as in
hold fast, preserve, watch
4. Heb. would be sh’ma – to listen intently and obey
5. To study Revelation is both a benefit to us and expected
6. The scroll’s prophecy is Jesus’ revelation from the Father shown
to John via an angel (1:1–3) – both Father and Son involved

vii.

“I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel …” (8–9)
1. Revelation from the angel made John want to worship him
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2. Some scholars think John is again inclined to worship the angel,
but he may simply be reflecting back to the earlier moment (19:10)
3. There was a tendency within the church to idolize the means of
revelation (and to worship angels); also, John warns against being
overly fascinated with spiritual phenomena –Boring
viii.

“Do not seal up the words of the prophecy … the time is near.” (10)
1. Sealing was to preserve an important document (Dan. 12:4)
– Daniel speaks of an increase in knowledge
2. John’s prophecy is not sealed because now is the time to consider
its content – “the time is near” for these events to take place
3. Also, many centuries after Daniel, with the increase in knowledge
and help of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we can now begin to
imagine the possibility of the extraordinary things John describes
a. Daniel could only foresee deliverance from Babylon
b. John has seen Messiah come with promise for His return
4. God provides John, who had access to all the prophets’ writings,
with more detail than Daniel

ix.

“Let the one who does wrong continue … let the one who does right
continue … let the holy person continue.” (11)
1. “Verse 11 is a warning to non-believers, and an exhortation to
believers.” –Bradford
2. These events are so imminent, it is too late to repent –Russell
3. Speaks to character being fixed, of destiny, and of the time to
repent being passed; the “door is now shut” (the 10 virgins –
Mt. 25:10; the narrow door – Lk. 13:25) –Beasley-Murray
4. Similar to Ezek. 3:27, “He that will hear, let him hear; and he that
will refuse to hear, let him refuse.”
5. It’s almost a recognition that people’s behavior will follow their
character – either toward evil or toward righteousness
6. This statement has a solemn irony: though the time is almost too
short to change, change while there is yet time –Alford
7. A prayer “that the world may come out black and white, so as to
be ripe for judgment.” –Farrer
8. Whatever path one is choosing to follow, God allows – even
commands – that it play out fully
9. Coming from a loving and merciful God, this seems quite harsh
10. This may be related to the justice of God’s judgments – that they
be proven one last time to be “true and just” (15:3, 16:7, 19:2)
a. They are based on a known and unchanging legal system
(God’s word and commands) that offers substitutionary
atonement for genuine repentance
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b. God is not withholding forgiveness; rather, nothing is
hidden from Him (Mt. 10:26, 1 Cor. 4:5, Heb. 4:13), and
knowing what each heart will choose, He now commands
they make their choice known to all
c. Thus, there will be no questioning of God’s judgments
regarding whether He is just because whether a person is
wicked or righteous will be obvious to all
“Hallelujah! ... for true and just are his judgments.” (19:1–2)
11. God also does not violate our free will: we all choose our eternity
a. Countless people will have been offered salvation and
eternal life with God but – much like Egypt’s Pharaoh – will
refuse Him and harden their hearts to the point of no
longer being reachable by God’s love (Ex. 4–14, Rom. 1)
b. It is, again, the mystery of lawlessness (2 Thes. 2:7)
12. We must have revelation of the extent of God’s mercy on a
personal level, or we may become offended by God’s justice
– He so loved that He sent his son … (Jn. 3:16)
13. “Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked
will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but
those who are wise will understand.” (Dan. 12:10)
a. The righteous will have understanding of the end-times
events and get their hearts right and their lives in order
b. “The wicked will not understand either the goodness of the
Lord or the meaning of the events of the end times as they
begin to happen.” –Bradford

d. Epilogue: invitation and warning (12–21)
i.
“I am coming soon! My reward is with me …” (12a, 7a, 20)
1. God’s return is imminent and connected with reward and judgment
– both favorable and unfavorable based on our deeds (20:12)
a. A reference to the first resurrection and reward (20:4–6)
b. Jesus “comes” then, but the “reward” is from the Father
2. “I” is commonly assumed to be Jesus, even though in verse 13 the
person identifies Himself with names associated with the Father
3. Both the Father and the Son return to earth in eternity (21:3, 22),
so this could be the Father, the Son (applying names known for
the Father to himself), or both (a collective “I”)
4. The Father has so defined himself in Jesus that their words are
interchangeable (21:6, 22:13) –Boring
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5. Commentators suggest that, in some instances, events said to
take place “soon” may mean “suddenly” rather than “about to
happen” – or possibly both meanings apply
6. This is a warning: don’t delay a decision to repent
ii.

“I will give to each person according to what they have done.” (12b)
1. This is an exhortation to persecution and tribulation-weary saints
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest (eternal reward) if we do not give up.” (Gal. 6:9)
2. Being rewarded according to our deeds is a common biblical
theme (Mt. 16:27, 25:31; Rom. 2:6, 1 Pet. 1:17, Rev. 20:13)
3. Our eternal reward – that is, our level of “greatness” (Mt. 5:19) and
role in eternity – is determined by how we live our lives now
4. God’s standard for assessing us
a. Obedience to his commands (Mt. 5:17–19)
b. Faithfulness to our call/assignments (Mt. 25:21)
c. Walking in the beatitudes (Mt. 5:3–12)
i.
Honesty regarding our spiritual poverty
ii.
Genuineness of grief over sin
iii.
Humility and gentleness
iv.
Being merciful (forgiving)
v.
Purity (holiness)
vi.
Standing firm under persecution
d. Overcoming various trials (Rev. 2–3)
e. Suffering for our faith (Rom. 8:17)
“If anyone builds on this foundation (Jesus) using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will
be shown for what it is, because the Day (white throne
judgment of our deeds) will bring it to light. It will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each
person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the
builder will receive a reward (reigning from a position of
“greatness” in eternity). 15 If it is burned up, the builder will
suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one
escaping through the flames.” (1 Cor. 3:12–15)

iii.

“Alpha and the Omega”, “First and the Last”, “Beginning and the End”
(13)
1. Repeating variations of a name describing attributes of God is for
emphasis; God wants us to pay attention
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2. Names generally assumed to be the Father may still be referring
to the Father but more likely refer to Jesus as He is most likely the
One who says, “I am coming soon! My reward is with me” (a
reward given at the start of the Millennium) in the previous verse
3. Roles and attributes of the Father and Son seem less discrete in
eternity, even as creation’s contrasts end: heaven and earth and
God and man are no longer separated; there’s no sea to divide
the land and no darkness to divide the light; it’s truly a new order
4. Of note, there’s no longer need for an intermediary (priest) as if to
say, Jesus can in some way return to his role before the
incarnation, though He will eternally be the God-Man
iv.

“Blessed are those who wash their robes …” (14a)
1. The martyrs “washed their robes and made them white with the
blood of the Lamb” (7:13–14)
a. This is a metaphor since that would make the robes red
b. Speaks to righteousness in Jesus, not of saving ourselves
c. White robes are the saints’ “righteous acts” (19:8)
2. KJ/NKJ reads, “do his commands,” translating from a different
Greek manuscript
a. The Alexandrian reading is “wash their robes” –Gregg
b. The meaning is similar – righteousness is about obedience
3. For receiving righteousness in Jesus and holding onto their faith,
these saints have “rights” to the tree of life and to the city’s gates
a. These are legal rights; according to God’s law and the
“court of heaven”; they have been declared “not guilty”
b. Recall that God’s law allows for substitutionary atonement
c. Going through the gates is openly, without shame

v.

The list of those who are “outside” (the city) (15)
1. Outside the city would mean having no access to the tree of life
2. Outside is the lake of fire, where the wicked were sent (21:8)
3. The list is of habitual sins for which people do not repent
4. Paul had similar lists in his epistles (1 Cor. 6:9–12, Gal. 5:19–21)
5. The punctuation is unclear as to whether “dogs” is a term covering
all of the sins listed or is itself a separate area of sin
6. The CJB translates “dogs” as homosexuals
a. Biblically it is often the term used for gay men –Bradford
b. Gr. kyon does mean dog; metaphorically in the Bible, it’s a
man of impure mind
c. In Jewish culture, dogs were considered dirty, worthless,
shameless scavenger without virtue
i.
It’s what Jews called Gentiles (meaning godless)
ii.
Paul called Judaizers dogs (Phil. 3:2)
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d. People called dogs were the despised in society
7. Magic arts (Gr. pharmakos) means sorcerer
a. Same root as for drugs (hallucinogens), the idea of using
potions/magic for deception and control
b. Practiced in Babylon (18:23)
8. Sexually immoral (Gr. pornos) – specifically male prostitution
(homosexual), though it includes all sexual immorality
9. Idolatry (Gr. eidololatres) – an image worshipper; an image looks
like the real thing, but has none of its true nature or substance; it’s
a fake, a mirage – all the empty things people chase after
10. Falsehood (Gr. pseudos) – deception, the serpent’s nature
– The nature of antichrist and the dragon
11. Here in eternity, there are no wicked to warn or judge, though in
closing his book John may be summarizing exhortations and
warnings from his letters to the churches (2–3) –Beasley-Murray
vi.

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony …” (16a)
1. It’s to John for the churches from Jesus through his angel
2. Repeats similar information on the source of the prophecy/
testimony (the Father through Jesus) as opening verses (1:1–2)
3. The readers John addresses are the churches in his letters (2–3)

vii.

“I am the root and the offspring of David...” (16b)
1. Jesus identifies as Israel’s prophesied Messiah
2. He reverses the concepts of Is. 11:1, “A shoot will come up from
the stump of Jesse (now, He’s the root, not the shoot); from his
roots a Branch (offspring is still a branch) will bear fruit…” –
Beasley-Murray
3. The language reminds of “Alpha and Omega”; Jesus is both the
source and the completion/perfection of the eternal royal lineage

viii.

“The bright Morning Star” (16c)
– Fulfills Balaam’s prophecy
“A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.”
(Num. 24:17)
1. Imagery could be taken from Venus (visible in the morning) or the
sun that rises at dawn –Gregg
2. The promise to overcomers in Thyatira (2:28)
3. Watch prophecy as “a light shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” (2 Pet. 1:19)
– May refer to our glorification at Jesus’ return –Gregg

ix.

“The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” (17a)
187

1. Believers often interpret this call to come as praying for Jesus to
return to earth in his second coming
2. If we consider the language of the entire verse, it reads more like
an invitation to receive salvation
3. The first and second call may be believers calling Jesus to come,
the hearers in the second call may be those who hear this book
read; the last call is likely an invitation to receive salvation
4. The bride (church) prays, the hearers are to join in, and the living
creatures initiate events of the tribulation (6:1, 3, 5, 7) –Boring
– The prayers of the saints open the seal judgments
5. In the early church, “Come, Lord Jesus!” had become a liturgical
prayer –Boring
x.

“Let the one who hears say. ‘Come!’ Let the… thirsty come…” (17b)
– They are either those who hear the book read or Jesus who hears
the bride then invite the thirsty to come (21:6, Jn. 7:37) –Gregg

xi.

“Take the free gift of the water of life.” (17c)
1. A final invitation to receive salvation
2. It’s free of charge to us, but not free; Jesus paid for it with his life
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” (Jn. 7:37)
“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost.” (Is. 55:1)

xii.

“If anyone adds … if anyone takes words away from this scroll.” (18–19)
1. God will add the plagues of Revelation to that person
2. A way ancient documents closed prior to copyright laws –Boring
3. A warning to translators –Stuart
4. Similar warning in Dt. 12:32 regarding the law of Moses
5. This is a warning to believers to not pervert God’s word –Bradford
– Those who do such things are false prophets and teachers
who not only turn from God but take others with them
6. The penalty for perverting God’s word is no “share in the tree of
life and in the Holy City” – they will lose their salvation

xiii.

He who testifies … I am coming soon (20a)
1. Likely Jesus referring to his return to earth at the seventh trumpet
(11:15) and reminding readers that it is his testimony/revelation
from the Father through the angel to John for the saints (1:1–2)
2. May be an answer to those who dare change the words of the
prophecy (18–19) – Jesus will come and judge –Beasley-Murray
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“If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed!
Come, Lord!” (1 Cor. 16:22)
xiv.

Grace be with God’s people (21)
– “God’s people” or “the saints” is added in some manuscripts; God’s
grace here is to “all” –Boring
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