25 Days of Advent

Seeing Jesus Through the Eyes of the Christmas Story Characters

ADVENT DAY 6: Dec. 6 -

Devotional

Gabriel shows up a third time in the Christmas narrative, this time to reassure Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, that
she was not unfaithful to him but was carrying the Son of God. It was the first of two times Gabriel would
reassure Mary’s not-so-sure husband.

What’s an angel to do? Joseph was a godly man — he was faithful to the law. He could have publicly humiliated
Mary for her infidelity, but he chose to do what was easier on Mary and “divorce her quietly.” How is Gabriel
going to convince this very honorable man that Mary was a woman of honor too, even though things didn’t look
that way?

Gabriel chose to appeal to Joseph’s godly character. He focused on two areas in speaking to Joseph:
1. He reminds Joseph of his royal ancestry — “son of David” — appealing to the pride of his legacy. “You
are of royal ancestry”, he seems to be saying, “You are part of the people of God.”
2. He appeals to Joseph based on Scripture. This is, Gabriel reminds him, to fulfill Scripture: “The virgin
will give birth...”

Joseph knew who he was and he was committed to Scripture, something vitally important to the man who
would be the earthly guardian of Jesus. It's something we all should follow — know who we are as Christians
and know what the Bible says.

And Joseph’s response was what you’d expect from such a person — immediate obedience, even to such a
difficult mission. He took Mary as his wife. But he took it a step further...he didn’t consummate that marriage
until after Jesus was born so there could be no doubt that he was not the biological father.

Having met the man who would father the prophet who would prepare the way for Christ, then the woman who
would give birth to the Son of God, and finally the man who would serve as his earthly father, Gabriel was no
doubt in awe of God and His choices, certain His plans to save humanity and bring them back to Him would
happen despite the spiritual battles still to come.

And Gabriel had another assignment in this narrative...to lead the chorus of angels declaring the birth of
Christ!

Look Up — Connect with God
Read: Matthew 1:18-24

Key Verse: “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus
because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)



Pray: Father God, | thank you for the angels who come and give us your message, protect us, teach us,
advocate for us, guide us, and fight battles for us. Thank you for Gabriel and his ability to convince Mary and
Joseph that the words he shared were from God himself. Thank you for Joseph’s obedience; may | be as quick
to obey when God gives me an assignment.

Look In — Family Memories

Discuss: Have you ever encountered an angel, or what you thought was an angel — in a dream, when reading
Scripture, in real life? In Hebrews 13:2, God tells us, “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.” Have you ever experienced that or
known someone who did? Ask God to give you a heart for hospitality and help you be aware of what might be
happening in the spiritual realm.

Activity:
e Advent Tree: make or select an ornament of a home and put it on the tree. Download Ornaments or
Ornament Ideas
e Advent Garland: put the key verse on a paper/card, assign #6, and attach it to the garland twine. Key

Verses
e Advent Cards: select a card and see what the activity might be (i.e., make popcorn balls). Family
Activities

Look Out — Connect with Others

Is there someone in your neighborhood you could reach out to invite over for a holiday treat? Be open to being
a host this Christmas season and see what God does in and through you.


https://church-marketing-university.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Advent/2023/Advent-Ornament-Printable.zip
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rXZazIT-QwbX5TQF0JASeDv3P9cTwr8HK65a-740ZBs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c8fJLd-wX7uRt2lgc9275w7MBMQ78MVdyvOOoyWcISI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c8fJLd-wX7uRt2lgc9275w7MBMQ78MVdyvOOoyWcISI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5Fhs1XhRjzfjG0BI40vISIN2Z8JTz9hCzgSqN36GII/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5Fhs1XhRjzfjG0BI40vISIN2Z8JTz9hCzgSqN36GII/edit?usp=sharing

